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The CornerStone 
April – June 2005 

 

A Message from the 

Lay Director 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I trust the 

Lord has been at the very center of your existence 

through this Lenten time and Easter. 

Just as the earth is renewed during this time and 

season, we too should be renewed by living 

through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. Just 

as He presented a new life to the disciples after the 

resurrection, He is offering you the opportunity to 

also begin a new life, each and every day. Start this 

day and every subsequent day by saying a prayer 

of Thanksgiving, for your life, the gifts He has given 

you, your family and friends, your vocation, and 

especially the capacity to love. Other creatures on 

this earth don’t enjoy these gifts that we were 

granted, and sometimes we take for granted. 

Imagine what it would be like to have all these 

beautiful flowers around you and not be able to 

smell them. Or to use our eyes to see the majestic 

mountains at our feet. How about listening to the 

songbirds in the afternoon or the crickets in the 

evening. Boy, are we blessed or what. I can’t 

imagine how people can say they don’t believe in 

God and yet live in the midst of all this beauty. I 

 

 

 

can’t imagine that all this happened by accident, on 

this planet, in this solar system, at this time. I had to 

teach an EMT class on emergency childbirth a little 

while ago, and watching the video on childbirth 

brought back memories of my own children’s births. 

When I was in the delivery room, it was Susan and 

I who went in, but came out with another life in our 

arms. That is truly a miracle, nothing that we could 

have every thought up together would have been 

as beautiful as that. And knowing that the love from 

God, which is how we learned to love, is what 

brought about these additional lives. All the time 

they were growing up at home, we never thought of 

them as burdens in our lives or hardships that we 

had to endure. They will always be an expression 

of my love for Susan. How is your love expressed 

for your spouse? Do you treasure all the gifts that 

God has given you? Do you use the gifts wisely? 

Do you use your gift of time to spend with family 

and friends, or with the television? Do you help 

your parish or community in some special way, or 

do you stay away from helping anyone at all? To 

me, you can’t live the life of a Christian in a 

vacuum. Jesus told all of us, love one another as I 
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have loved you. You need other people around you 

in order to do that. My God grant you all the best 

days in your life to be spent in friendship with your 

family and friends, and the ability to forget all the 

bad days. Remember, ‘stewing’ over the past will 

not make it any different, but it could burn what is 

left in the pan.            DeColores 

 

As always 

With love through Christ 

 

Armand Auclair, M.I. 

Your servant and Lay Director 

Vermont Cursillo 

 

Pre Cursillo Corner 

 

There are many ways to encourage others to 

attend a Cursillo Weekend. Some are fairly 

effortless, such as being asked to sponsor 

someone on a Weekend. Basically, all this takes on 

your part is to let it be known that you’re an active 

Cursillista, willing to take the responsibility to 

sponsor someone. However, sometimes it takes a 

bit of work, and a lot of perseverance. The following 

is a little witness story about how I was able to 

encourage someone to go on a Weekend. 

Hopefully, it will inspire some of you to try this idea 

and get similar results. 

 

Before I retired, while I was still working for the 

State, I felt a real need to “be salt” in my work 

environment. So many of my work associates were 

either un-churched, fallen-away Catholics, atheists 

or agnostics that it weighed heavily upon me to 

bring them to the Lord. However, since there were 

only a couple other Cursillistas and myself to do the 

harvesting, I really felt overwhelmed, and felt the 

need to encourage other  Catholics to go on a 

Cursillo Weekend. I believed that, with more 

helpers, we could do His work more effectively. So, 

with Jesus’ help, I invited a few Catholics I knew at 

work to join a Bible Study/Sharing Group with me. I 

knew that, before I approached them about 

Cursillo, I needed to become friends with them, and 

I thought the Bible Study would help me do this, 

and create the proper environment to discuss 

Cursillo.  

 

I was able to start a small Bible Study group of 3 or 

4 men. We met once a week at noon at nearby St. 

Andrew’s Church. Usually, only 2 or 3 of us could 

meet every week; then it eventually came down to 

2 of us, who regularly met. We met for about a 

year, reading Scripture, sharing our thoughts about 

the reading, and how to evangelize our 

environments. Unknowing to the group, I was using 

the Group Reunion method of Piety, Study and 

Action and closest moment! Eventually, I began 

talking about Cursillo and how it changed my life. 

Finally, I invited my new friend to attend a 

Weekend. Apparently this Bible Study method 

worked pretty well because my friend not only 

attended a Weekend, but is now very involved in 

Cursillo, the School of Leaders, and ….usually 

writes this column! 

 

-Jerry McArdle 

Barre Ultreya 
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Weekend Section 

 

Cursillo weekends are planned for October 6 - 9 

(men’s) and October 20-23 (women’s). We ask you 

all to pray that the Lord Jesus uses us as the 

instruments of Evangelization we ought to be as we 

try to identify and properly prepare those who might 

attend Cursillo Weekends and further the kingdom 

of God. 

 

Some of you may be asked to be on one of the 

teams. Proper preparation is for this role is 

essential. 

We should not have to change our lives in order to 

become what is expected of team members. If we 

are living “What is Fundamental to being a 

Christian” we should be able to step into the role 

and become members of that community with little 

effort. 

 

The role of team member is also a call to be an 

apostle. Jesus calls us to follow him without 

reservation in all our works and relationships. 

During Jesus’ three years of ministry, his apostles 

came to know him personally. It is the role of each 

and every person called to be team members to 

know him, the other team members and the 

candidates personally. 

 

We must approach the role of being a team 

member in such a way that we are a lesson in 

humility, knowing the Cursillo message per the 

“norms” of Cursillo. Be true servants of Jesus, 

ready to be servants to the candidates and the rest 

of the team.  

Personal touches might make for a “nice” weekend  

 

 

but the goal is not a “nice” weekend. The goal is the 

message of Cursillo pure and simple which helps to 

bring about the conversion of the candidates. 

Anything more is not Cursillo. Anything less and the 

candidate is shortchanged. 

 

If we are walking the walk, living “What is 

fundamental to being a Christian” the transition from 

normal everyday life to that of Team Member should be 

a fairly natural transition. My brothers and sisters, the 

following is from a meditation I studied recently. I ask 

you to reflect upon it if you are asked to be a Team 

Member. 

“Good Seed Sown” 

Let us be wise in keeping watch over our way of  

life, not letting the demons lead us astray; but let us 

be guileless and not think anything ill of our 

companions, and let us not harbor resentment 

against our fellow. Above everything else, choose 

for yourself humility. Set an example and 

foundation by means of all your good words. Bend 

down as you worship, let your speech be lowly, so 

that you may be loved by both God and other  

men and women. Allow the spirit of God to dwell 

within you; then in his love he will come and make 

a habitation with you; He will reside in you and live 

in you. If your heart is pure you will see him and he 

will sow in you the good seed of reflection upon his 

actions and wonder at his majesty. This will happen 

if you take the trouble to weed out from your soul 

the undergrowth of desires, along with the thorns 

and tares of bad habits.  Decolores, 

 

Jim Groseclose, for the Weekend Section 
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Post Cursillo Corner 

 

Anyone who knows me can tell you it is rate for me 

to be at a loss for words.  But without doubt I have 

had a major dry bones experience coming up with a 

subject for the Post Cursillo section of this quarter’s 

CornerStone. 

 

I have been trying for a week to come up with an 

idea, it had become so bad that this evening, the 

deadline I had set for myself to complete this 

phantom article, I found myself instead of writing 

cleaning my refrigerator. (this after a full day at 

work, Ah the wonders of procrastination).  As it 

happened, my small group partner called just to 

check in and firm up our plans for our weekly small 

group.  When she asked what I was up to, I said, “ 

I’m Procrastinating!”  She laughed when I told her I 

was cleaning my fridge and why.  She pointed out 

cleaning the fridge might be a spiritual experience I 

could share in the article.  After all it consists of 

hoeing out the old and making room for the new.  

When we hung up, I gave the idea some serious 

thought and not just a little prayer.  What do I have 

to lose? 

 

After all, I know as I struggle with this article I’m 

betting she is lighting a candle and doing Palanca 

for me.  I know I can always count on her prayer 

when I’m in a pinch.. I know this because I’ve called 

her in the past when I’m struggling with a problem 

or feeling alone or overwhelmed (that’s something 

you grow to realize in small group, they are always 

there for you, in the thick and thin). She has always  

 

 

 

 

told me; “I will keep you in my prayers and I will 

light a candle for you, and if I have to leave the  

house, I will light a candle in my heart.”  What a 

comfort and what strength I find knowing that, “as 

when two or more are gathered in His name He is 

there”, it can work just as well when those two are 

praying together even when not physically together. 

 

The Cursillo method works!!  Small Group is like 

cleaning your refrigerator.  Sometimes you don’t 

feel like doing it and you’d like to put it off to wait for 

another day, but it’s oh so great when you’ve 

finished.  You are made accountable for  

hoeing out the unacceptable stuff and replace it 

with a lot of wonderful fresh things, like shared 

experiences and new ideas.  You just feel healthier 

having finished Small Group or Ultreya. 

 

Without so many leftovers you can make a fresh 

start or use the leftovers in a new and more 

appealing way.  You can see what needs to be kept 

and what you need to bring home new.  What could 

be better? 

 

I encourage all Cursillistas who have not started a 

Small Group (even with just one other person) to do 

so.  If you were in a Small Group why not resume 

meetings?  The longer you wait the more 

unidentifiable some things in your life (and your 

fridge) may become.  Give it some thought and 

some serious prayer, in the mean time, I will light a 

candle in my heart for you.  DeColores, 

 

Judi Hussey,  

Post Cursillo Coordinator 
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NEW ULTREYA Formed 

 

A new Ultrea group continues to meet 

Tuesdays  at 7:00 P.M. at St Lawrence 

Parish Hall in Essex Junction.  All 

Cursillistas' are welcome.  De Colores!"  

 

For Further information, please contact 

Joyce at St. Lawrence:  878-5331 or email 

jjoypot@aol.com 

 

Book Review 

BE NOT AFRAID 
 
There are some wonderful words of wisdom!  They 

are also a title of a book written by Johann 

Christoph Arnold.   It is a wonderful book about a 

subject that fascinates me.  I picked up this book 

when my mother had bypass surgery - it is a book 

about overcoming the fear of death.  I thought it 

would be helpful to her.  As I write this review, it 

comes to mind that I never got around to giving it to 

her!  I did, however, read it myself. 

 

I think that dying is a bit of an art.  Tiny threads of 

life are sown together like a tapestry to make up 

one's lifetime, as is one's death.  Even when death 

seems to come upon us in an instant, we have 

journeyed toward it without realizing it.  This book 

reminds us that we live in God's time, not our own, 

although we may hate to admit it. 

 

In this book, you will take into account different 

attitudes toward dying, and read accounts of 

courage beyond human understanding.  It is a  

 

 

precious thing to be able to travel with someone on 

their final journey.  Reading this book lets you take 

that journey with individuals all experiencing the 

dying process, yet all dealing with it differently.  

One common element throughout the book is faith - 

those with the strongest faith and love and trust of 

God seem to have the easiest time facing death. 

 

 This book shines with faith and hope from 

start to finish, and would be a wonderful gift for 

someone facing life's greatest challenge - death.  

The words of the author offer the assurance that 

even in an age of anxiety, you can live life to the 

fullest, and meet death with confidence.  I found the 

individual stories of courage very helpful in 

understanding people's feelings and emotions 

facing this challenge.  Be not afraid - remember 

God loves you, and when your time comes, He will 

take care of you and those you leave behind, if you 

take the journey with faith...  I think I may bring this 

book to my Mom now!! 

 

God is love; and he who abides in love abides in 

God 

In this we may have confidence on the day of 

judgment.... 

There is no fear in love; perfect love casts out fear. 

 

Cheryl Clarke 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Rosmary O'Brien a Cursillista who lived her  
weekend in October 1995. 
 

mailto:jjoypot@aol.com
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From the Staff of The CornerStone 
 
Do you know a Cursillista who is not receiving The 
CornerStone?  Please send his / her name and 
address to: 
 
The CornerStone 
c/o   Dan Daigler 
PO Box 91  
West Dummerston, VT 05357 
 
The next Deadline is June 15 2005. Please mark 

this date on your calendar and send us your 
Ultreya news, prayer requests, and articles by this 
date.  We invite you to share your Ultreya witness 
talks by sending them to The CornerStone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the School of Leaders 
 

The School of Leaders meets the last 

Saturday of the month.  Contact the SOL 
member of your Ultreya for time and place, or 
call Armand Auclair at (802) 326-4862 
 

------------------------- 
"Donations to help defray the cost of the 
CornerStone may be sent to 
Aloisi, William 

279 Westminster Rd 
Putney, VT   05346 
 
Cost YTD: $249.00     
Donations YTD: $10.00 
A $5.00 donation to the Cornerstone from 50% of 
those receiving it would defray the costs. Can you 
help? 
 
 

--------------------------- 
 

 

Ultreya News and Meetings  
 

Bellows Falls Area: 
2
nd
 Tuesday of each month 

7:00 PM St. Charles Parish Hall 
 
Central Area 
Call Jerry McArdle (802) 223-2006 for date, time 
and  place 
 
Enosburg Area: 
last Sunday of the month after 9:30 mass in 

Montgomery 

7:30 PM  
 Call  Ann or Sonny Cote (802) 326 4604                
for location 
 
Essex Junction 
4
th
 Tuesdays  at 7:00 P.M. at St Lawrence Parish 

Hall St. Edmonds Room in Essex  

 
Rutland Area 
3
rd
 Tuesday of each month 

7:00 PM St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 
 
St, Albans Area: 
1
st
 Wednesday of each month 

April 6th 7:00 PM  St. Mary’s Parish Hall   
May 4th: 6:00 PM Annual Pot luck supper/ultreya  

   St Mary's Parish hall 
June 1st:7:00 pm  St Mary's Parish Hall 
 
St. Johnsbury / Lyndonville Area: 
Please check parish bulletin for upcoming Ultreyas 
 
Southeastern Area: 
3
rd
 Wednesday of each month 

7:00 PM 
Call Dan Daigler (802) 257-7395 for  location 
 
Troy Area: 
2
nd
 and 4

th
 Wednesday of each month 

7:30 PM  Sacred Heart Parish Hall 


