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WITNESS 

 

We have all heard “Make a friend, be a 
friend, bring a friend to Christ”.  But 
what is a friend??? 

 The dictionary defines a friend as one 
devoted to an other by affection, esteem 
or regard, an intimate acquaintance, a 
supporter or favorer of a cause, an ally, 
comrade or companion.  But these 
definitions all refer to a friend with a 
small “f” some one who can be on your 
side now and a little while later not care 
about you at all.  I don’t think that this is 
the kind of a friend that they are talking 
about in making friends in Cursillo. The 
kind of friend that I think they are 
talking about is the one who is for you 
through thick and thin. One that will get 
out of bed in the middle of the night to 
help you in what ever trouble you may 
have gotten yourself into. 

  One of the stories that I was reading 
that brought friends to mind was the 
friendship that Barnabas had for Paul.  
When Paul was converted on the way to 
Damascus every thing was fine until he 
tried to join other Christians that did not 
know about his conversion experience. 
All that they knew about Paul-Saul was 
that he was their worst enemy because 
he was the one that was persecuting 
Christians.  It was Barnabas who stood 
up for Paul and convinced the other 
Christians that Paul was one of them 
now.  That he had seen the light!!   
Whenever you read about the trips that 
Paul made, you almost always find that 
Barnabas is with him as his right hand 
man.  I would say that Barnabas made a 
friend, was a friend, but I don’t think he 

had to bring Paul to Christ. In that 
dimension it may have been the other 
way around. That Paul brought Barnabas 
to Christ.  

This was written by Sue Driscoll for the 
“Mountain Spirit”. 

 

FROM THE SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTOR 

 

Go Forth and Spread the Good News 

    “The Master then said to the servant, 
‘go out into the highway and along the 
hedgerows and force them to come in – I 
want my house to be full.”  Lk 14:23 

     Have you ever watched “Journey 
Home” on EWTN?  Marcus Grodi, the 
host of the program, invites people who 
have found their way to the Catholic 
Church to share their journey into the 
Church.  How filled with enthusiasm and 
love these people are as they share their 
faith!  It seems to me that if we were 
more excited about our faith that many 
people would be drawn to the Church. 

    Have you ever seen anyone, having 
made a cursillo, who was not filled with 
the Spirit about the faith?   Most are 
filled with enthusiasm and love for Jesus 
Christ and the Church.  However, it is 
puzzling to me that having made a 
Cursillo there is very little evidence that 
the new cursillista gets their friends to 
make a Cursillo.  When was the last time 
you got someone to make a Cursillo? 

    Cursillo is such a beautiful means of 
deepening our relationship with Jesus 
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Christ and with that enthusiasm, be 
inspired to bring others to Christ. 

     Cursillo isn’t just a means of personal 
spiritual growth; but more accurately it 
is designed to be a tool for 
evangelization. 

     “The Master said ‘go out into the 
highway and along the hedgerows and 
force them to come in”. Lk 14:23 

     I don’t think that we should force 
people to make a Cursillo but in going 
out into the highways and hedgerows I 
do think that we need to do a lot of 
palancas asking the Holy Spirit to open 
the hearts of those whom we are about to 
invite to the weekend. 

     People don’t ask to make a Cursillo 
because they heard about it somewhere.  
They need to be invited just as you were. 
Being on fire with the love of Jesus 
Christ, let’s do what we can to share the 
Cursillo experience with friends.  Go 
forth and spread the good news.  Christ 
is counting on you! 

     An application is included with this 
newsletter.  Get a candidate and fill it 
out! 

DeColores   Father Joseph Lively  

 

PRE- CURSILLO 
CORNER 
 
      As I sit here gazing at the mountains 
that surround me,   I see God has already 
begun His painting.  Here in the 
Northeast Kingdom, there already is a 
bit of color appearing on our trees.  

There has been a definite nip in the air in 
the mornings and I’ve already put four 
cords of wood in the cellar.  Already, the 
deluge of Christmas catalogs, have 
begun to arrive in the mailbox.   
     Will this change of seasons bring a 
change of heart to someone you know?  
Will someone who has fallen away from 
the Church, find Christ and return to the 
Church?  Could we possibly give Christ 
a Christmas present this year by inviting 
someone to a Cursillo weekend this fall?  
If you are receiving this newsletter, then 
you have made a Cursillo.  Did it change 
your life?  Did it please our Lord and 
Savior?  Let us not forget the closeness 
we felt on our weekend and let us not let 
it end there!!  We should all consider 
ourselves Pre-Cursillo members, because 
we should all want to share this 
wonderful experience with our friends 
and family. 
     During this change of seasons, I am 
always fretful.  How cold will it get this 
winter?  How much snow will have to be 
shoveled?  How much wood will I need?  
Perhaps if I spent more of my fretful 
energy on furthering God’s kingdom and 
less on things I can’t control, I would be 
successful in getting my friends and 
family to say yes to my invitation to 
Cursillo.  How about you?  If each one 
of us extended this invitation to just one 
person, I know that at least some of us 
would get a yes. 
     Maybe that yes would come from 
someone who is having a hard time 
being all that God wants them to be.  
Imagine the celebration in Heaven, if 
just one of God’s chosen ones were to 
say YES! 
 
DeColores 
Diane Geoffroy 
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WEEKEND SECTION 
 
The 86th Men’s Weekend will be held 
October 12 – 15, 2006 at the Trailside 
Lodge in Killington, Vt. 
 
Spiritual Advisors: 
Fr. Leo Bilodeau -----St Monica’s, Barre 
Deacon Jerry Driscoll-----------Bondville 
 
Coordinator: 
Fred Letourneau------St. Monica’s, Barre 
Auxilliary: 
Peter Fitzgerald--------------------Fairfax                                      
 
Music -----SEARCHING                        
 
Rollo Team: 
Bill Aloisi---------------------------Putney 
Ray Bisson---------------------------Barre 
Dan Daigler-----------West Dummerston 
Norm Raymond---------------------Putney 
Richard Fellenz----------------Springfield 
 
Kitchen Crew: 
Cedric Snider---------------------Richford 
Nelson LaChappelle---Highgate Springs 
 

Candidates: 
George Walker-----------------Springfield 
Michael Knoras----------------Springfield 
David Gildersleeve----------------Rutland 
Patrick Coen-----------------------Pittsford    
Bernard Poginy-----St.Mary’s,  Newport 
Matthew Limoge---------------Springfield 
 
 
The 95th Women’s Weekend will be held 
on October 19 – 22, 2006 at the Trailside 
Lodge in Killington, Vt. 
 

CALLED TO BE CHRIST    
(IN THE WORLD) 
                                                                                                           
Spiritual Advisors: 
 

Fr.Jerry  LeClerc----------------Vergennes   
Deacon Jon Ramey-----Montgomery Ctr 
 
Coordinator: 
Phillis Swinyer---------------------Rutland 
Auxilliary: 
Joycelyn Minich--------------Lyndonville 
 
Music---------SEARCHING 
 
Rollo Team: 
Elaine Ryan------------------West Rutland 
Elizabeth Balser---------------------Bethel 
Loretta Schneider---------------Middlesex 
 
Kitchen Crew: 
Pat Diego-------------------------Northfield 
June Knudsen-------------East Montpelier 
 

Candidates: 
Carrie Young---------------East Randolph 
April Coen----------------------Springfield  
Elizabeth Laramie--------------Fair Haven 
Joanne Nichols-----------------Fair Haven 
Camilla Shaw-------------------Fair Haven                                
Jill Adams-----------------------Fair Haven 
Ethel Contratt---------------------Poultney 
 
Closings for both weekends will be held 
at Our Lady of the Mountains in 
Killington at 4PM.  The church is on the 
left if you are traveling east on Route 4. 
 

ITEM OF INTEREST 

 
   A Healing Service by Richard Bingold 
will be held on October 2nd at 7:00PM at 
All Saints Church in Richford, Vermont 
on Rte 105. Parking is available in the 
Church lot near the rectory. 
     Richard will explain the mission 
work he does and talk about his personal 
conversion. Prayers and singing will be 
presented throughout the service. Good 
will donations will be accepted. To find 
out more about Richard, please go to his 
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website at: 
http://www.vtlink.net/users/pilrosary/. 
    For more information, please contact 
Armand Auclair at (802) 326-4682 or 
email him at plumcrazy@fairpoint.net. 
 

POST-CURSILLO 
CORNER 
 
    The Cursillo Renewal Day was 
Saturday, August 19th, 2006 at St. 
Augustine’s parish in Montpelier. 
     The weather was nice and so was the 
turnout for our Spiritual day of Renewal.  
Thirty-six people were present to 
participate in the event. 
   The theme this year was “Spreading 
God’s Word”.  Fr. Lively got the 
program started by leading us in prayer.  
Then the talks began reviewing piety, 
study and action. 
   The first talk was presented by Daisy 
Anderberg called “Raising Lazarus; Our 
Spiritual and Social Response”.  She 
spoke about being Christian through 
dedication to God throughout the years, 
and that turning to God involves 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit. 
     Richard Anderberg gave the second 
talk called “Go Forth in Holiness”.  He 
witnessed to the many events in his life 
that helped to change him to become a 
Christian leader for Christ.  He 
encouraged all to reach out to others and 
gave moving examples. 
     The third talk was “Together in 
Christ” given by Jim Groseclose. Jim 
stressed that we are not merely trying to 
act like Christians but to be Christian, 
helping others to see a vertical 
relationship with Christ and a horizontal 
relationship with one another.  He 
challenged all to draw others to Christ. 
 

     These talks were followed by the 
Grand Ultreya with Armand Auclair 
sharing a witness talk about his personal 
growth relationship with God. 
     Alicia Couture gave the final talk of 
the day “Where do we go from here?”  
Alicia recapped the talks of the day and 
cautioned all not to become wrapped up 
in the “stuff of life”, things that draw our 
attention away from what is truly 
important in life, which is, a deep and 
personal relationship with God 
expressed in a compassionate and caring 
outreach to those around us in order to 
draw them to Christ. 
    Discussions were lively and thought 
provoking. 
     The day ended with Mass being 
celebrated for us by Bishop Matano, 
which was a special way to end this 
Holy Spirit filled day. 
     The School of Leaders wants to thank 
all of you who took time from your busy 
schedules to join us that day.  We hold 
this event annually, please plan to share 
the day with us next year. 
 
DeColores, Judi Hussey 
Post Cusillo Coordinator 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS 
 
Your prayers are requested for the 
repose of the soul of Jeannette Blais, the 
mother of Pauline Sanville and Doris 
Poirier. 
 
Your prayers are requested for the 
repose of the soul of Roland Pion.   
 
Prayers are also requested for Deacon Al 
Toborg and Dan Daigler. 
 

http://www.vtlink.net/users/pilrosary/
mailto:plumcrazy@fairpoint.net
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School of Leaders 
 
  The School of Leaders meets the last 
Saturday of the month.  Contact the SOL 
member of your Ultreya for time and 
place, or call Armand Auclair at (802) 
326-4862. 
    At the August School of Leaders 
meeting Jim Groseclose reviewed the 
weekend talk on Leaders. There are five 
basic points to this talk and they are: 
1.  All persons are leaders in their 
environment. 
2.  Leadership can be developed by 
enhancing certain loving characteristics. 
3. Transformation of the world depends 
on each person individually. 
4.  All are called to place their talents at 
the service of God in their natural 
environments. 
5.  The group is more than the sum of its 
individual members in influencing the 
environments. 
 
 

From the Staff of the 
Cornerstone 
 Please send us your Ultreya news, 
prayer requests, and articles by 
December 31, 2006.  We invite you to 
share your Ultreya witness talks by 
sending them to Diane Geoffroy, 485 
Irish Hill Road, Lowell VT 05847. 
 
 
 
 
 

ULTREYA NEWS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
 

 
 
 
Bellows Falls Area: 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
7:00 PM St Charles Parish Hall 
 

Central Area: 
3rd Thursday of each month  
7:00PM at St Monica’s Parish Hall. 
 

Enosburg Area: 
Last Sunday of the month after 9:30 
mass in Montgomery.  Call Ann or 
Sonny Cote for location. (802)326-4604 
 

Essex Junction Area: 
4th Tuesdays at 7:00PM at St Lawrence 
Parish Hall, St Edmonds Room in Essex. 
 

Rutland Area: 
3rd Tuesday of each month 7:00PM at St 
Alphonsus Parish Hall. 
 

St. Albans Area: 
1st Wednesday of each month 7:00PM St 
Mary’s Parish Hall 
 

St. Johnsbury/Lyndonville Area: 
4th Thursday of each month 7:00 PM St. 
Elizabeth’s Parish Hall. 
 

Southeastern Area: 
3rd Wednesday of each month 7:00PM 
Call Dan Daigler for location. (802)257-
7395 
 

Northfield Area: 
1st Tuesday of each month 7:00PM at 
St. John the Evangelist. Contact Pat 
Diego at (802)485-.5185. 
 

Troy Area: 
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month  
7:30PM Sacred Heart Parish Hall 
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                        My monthly offering to Vermont Cursillo 
 

Please accept my donation of $_______to Vermont Cursillo.  This donation can be used 
as a tax deduction. 
 
Please mail your donations to: 
Vermont Cursillo 
c/o Bill Aloisi 
279 Westminster Rd 
Putney, Vt   05346 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
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Putney, Vt   05346 
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