
Christian Marriage:  
More Than a Legal Document 

 
Among baptized persons, marriage has been 
raised by Christ to the dignity of a sacrament.  
The marriage of two Christians possesses a 
unique character: it is a visible sign of Christ’s 
love to the couple, and through them, a sign of 
Christ’s love and living presence in the world.  
This love is characterized by the Biblical 
definition of covenant.  God has formed a 
covenant with His people; he is always faithful, 
always present.  We may turn away, but God’s 
covenant promises us that we will always be 
loved.  Married covenant love is a bond, a 
solemn promise between a man and a woman 
who commit themselves to each other in the 
present for an unknown future.  This covenantal 
love is the basis for the understanding that 
marriage is a permanent commitment. 
 
To be married in the Catholic Church means far 
more than having the wedding ceremony in a 
church building.  While marriage as a “contract”  
is legally binding, a sacramental covenant is 
spiritually and morally binding.  To be married 
in the presence of the holy assembly of God’s 
people means a man and a woman are joined 
together in a lasting bond of love, to live the 
sacrament of their marriage all their days. 
 
The Church wishes to call attention to Christian 
marital love as a special ministry within your 
family.  This love is also other-directed, a love 
which enriches the community through the lives 
of all whom you meet.  The purposes of marriage 
are to build a community of life and love 
between spouses.  
 
Love is the fundamental and innate vocation of 
every human being.  God’s love for us is 
continually proclaimed in the love of spouses for 
each other.  They help each other to attain 
holiness in their married life and in the rearing 
and education of their children. 

What is Catholic Engaged 
Encounter? 

 
The Engaged Encounter weekend offers 
engaged couples a unique opportunity to 
look at their commitment to each other in a 
deeper way as they prepare for marriage.  It 
gives them the opportunity to focus 
exclusively on each other free from the 
pressure and distractions of the outside�
world in beautiful surroundings. 
 

Who Is I t For? 
 
Though Catholic in origin, this experience is 
open to any engaged couple wanting to 
prepare for a deeper, more meaningful life 
together.  The weekend is an alternative to 
other marriage preparation programs offered 
through the R.C. Diocese.  
 

What Happens on the Weekend? 
 
Through presentations by trained married 
couples and a Priest, each couple is 
stimulated to explore privately with each 
other their goals, aspirations, strengths and 
weaknesses.  Discussions cover all aspects of 
married life.  Personal reflection and couple 
dialogue is the main focus of the weekend.  
Communal meals and the Sunday Liturgy 
provide group participation. 
 

Schedule 
 
The weekend begins with registration at 
6:30 Friday evening and ends early 
afternoon on Sunday. (Full attendance is 
required) 
    
 

Cost? 
 

The cost for the weekend is $275.00.  
This includes separate overnight 
accommodations for men and women at a 
beautiful Vermont Inn, as well as meals 
and materials.  All rooms are set up to 
accommodate more than one person per 
room.  A deposit of $100.00 is requested 
at time of registration.  Grant money is 
available to assist couples that may have a 
“ financial hardship” .  Please apply 
through Marriage, Family and Respect 
Life Ministries Office.   

 

A Gift? 
 
The Catholic Engaged Encounter 
Weekend makes a wonderful wedding or 
engagement gift from relatives or friends.  
By contacting the Office mentioned 
above an appropriate gift certificate will 
be provided. 

 

 
 

For more information or to reserve your VT 
EE weekend please call 802-658-6111 and 
ask for   

 
Marriage, Family & Respect Life Ministries 

 
Or visit our web page to download the 

Registration form at  
 

www.vermontcatholic.org/ 
EngagedEncounter  

 
Space is Limited. Register early! 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Comments From Former  
Engaged Encounter Participants: 

 
“ We both feel fulfilled and that it was a great 
investment in ourselves.”  
 
“ This weekend helped us (to) let go of some of 
our pasts an allow God more deeply into our 
lives as we prepare for marriage.”  
 
“ We would wholly recommend this to anyone 
getting married.  Thank you for helping us 
explore each other even further than we thought 
possible.”  
 
“ By sharing your experiences with us we were 
able to gain valuable insight into our 
relationship.”  
 
“ There could be no price put upon what we have 
experienced here.”  
 
“ We’ve changed our outlook from planning our 
wedding day to planning our lifetime together.”  
 
“ After six years together, we didn’ t think there 
was much we didn’ t know about each other, but 
the experience has helped us to grow as a 
couple.”  
 
“ I ’m glad the structure focused on us as a 
couple instead of a lot of group discussions.”  
 
“ We truly received a great gift having the 
opportunity to participate in an Engaged 
Encounter weekend.  This ministry is truly a gift 
from God."      

Vermont Catholic Engaged 
              Encounter Weekends 

 
2008-2009 

 
April 11-13, 2008 

Lake Morey Resort 
Fairlee, Vermont 

 
November 7-9, 2008 
Bishop Booth Center 
Burlington, Vermont 

 
April 24-26, 2009 

Lake Morey Resort 
Fairlee, Vermont 

 
November 6-8, 2009 
Bishop Booth Center 
Burlington, Vermont 

 
Vermont Catholic 

Engaged Encounter 
 

Marriage, Family & Respect Life 
 R. C. Diocese of Burlington 

 
1-877-250-4099 (toll free) 

�
www.vermontcatholic.org  
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