
By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON Ñ Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of Burlington,
ordained four men to the priesthood May 30 at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral.

ÒThis is one of the stellar days in the history of our diocese,Ó he said,
adding that any day when the Eucharist is celebrated is also a stellar day.

The newest Vermont priests are: Father Dwight H. Baker II, 31, son of
Dwight and Kathleen Baker of Newport; Father Sean P. Dowling, 45, son
of Kevin and Moira Dowling of Fredericksburg, Va.; Father Timothy P.
Naples, 26, son of Michael and Jean Naples of Oneonta, N.Y.; and Father
Brian J. OÕDonnell, 36, son of Pauline OÕDonnell of Cape Elizabeth, Maine,
and the late Joseph OÕDonnell.

ÒThey are men with keen minds that love the truth, strong wills that
desire the good, hearts on fire that will love the people they serve and a real
passion for the fullness of the faith they will proclaim,Ó said Father Daniel
White, vocations director for the Diocese of Burlington. ÒEach of them will
bring their own particular gifts and talents and freely give them to the mis-
sion they are being sent on.Ó

During the ordination Mass, the four men were called to serve GodÕs
people. The candidates, in the presence of their diocesan bishop and the
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Answering the Call

to serve God
in the fullness of faith
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By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON Ñ The trend is positive.
ThatÕs newly ordained Father Brian J. OÕDonnellÕs

view of vocations.
He was one of four priests ordained for the

Diocese of Burlington May 30 at St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral, the largest class in recent years.

ÒWe still donÕt have nearly as many seminarians as
we need,Ó Father OÕDonnell said. ÒWe all need to do
more to pray for and promote priestly vocations.Ó

Father Daniel White, vocations director for the
Diocese of Burlington, said the number of priests
ordained is encouraging, but the quality of men being
ordained is an even greater sign for hope. ÒGreat men
who are in love with Jesus Christ and His Church are
willingly laying down their lives to serve the people
of God in Vermont,Ó he said. ÒNationally, the number
of seminarians is continuing to increase and, please
God, that will continue in the United States and in our
own diocese.Ó

According to newly ordained Father Timothy P.
Naples, ÒMore vocations will definitely correspond
with a radical growth in willingness to Ôlay down our
lives for othersÕ as our Lord exhorts.Ó

He sees a greater willingness among certain young
men to enter the priesthood. ÒRather than being confi-
dent in these signs of hope, however, I see them as an
impetus to pray, trust and be faithful to our ministry,Ó
he said. ÒWhile our ministry must always involve a
concern for more priestly vocations, at the same time
we are just as dependent on the work of the Holy
Spirit, which we open ourselves up to by prayer.Ó

Father Sean P. Dowling, another of the priests,
commented, ÒI think the more we trust in GodÕs
Divine Providence and anchor ourselves in the true
tradition of faith, we will be given everything we
need ... especially holy priests!Ó

Father Dowling believes there will be Òthe blos-
soming of many vocations to the priesthood in this
diocese within the next three years,Ó and he has found
that there are many fine examples of priests who
observe the sanctity of the present moment by pursu-
ing personal holiness Òwhich can only be accom-
plished through humility and complete surrender to
the love of God and love of neighbor. And they are
inspiring others to do so.Ó

Newly ordained Father Dwight H. Baker II said
he thinks there is an increase in young people
answering the call to serve God and His Church. ÒI
think that it is wonderful for the Diocese of
Burlington to have four men ordained to the priest-
hood together. I believe that in the future we will
see a continued increase in vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life. It is an awesome call, and it
is one of sacrifice, but the Lord will not be outdone
in generosity.Ó

Beginning with the Holy Hour for Vocations on the
eve of these ordinations, the Diocese of Burlington
began the celebration of the Year of the Priest pro-
claimed by Pope Benedict XVI. 

ÒPlease God, this year of prayer, devotion and
awareness will awaken in the hearts of many more
young men the desire to serve as priests with an
authentic zeal that will renew the Church in
Vermont,Ó Father White said. ÒMay our prayers for
them give them the courage to follow Jesus Christ,
the Eternal High Priest, who is the way, the truth, and
the life.Ó
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Joseph Academy in Rutland. He attended Mount St. MaryÕs
Seminary where he earned a master of divinity and master
of arts in theology. He worked at the former Camp Holy
Cross in Colchester and spent three summers at Camp Tara-
Holy Cross in Colchester as a seminarian. Summer assign-
ments as a seminarian also included ministry at St. John
Vianney Parish in South Burlington and St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral.

Father OÕDonnell, assigned to serve as parochial vicar
in Middlebury at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish, in Shoreham at St. Genevieve Parish and in
Bridport at St. Bernadette Parish, was born in Boston and
attended St. Anselm College in Manchester, N.H., where
he earned a bachelorÕs degree in history. He also attended
the University of Maine School of Law in Portland, earn-
ing a law degree. He attended St. JohnÕs Seminary where
he earned a master of divinity. His summer assignments
during seminary were at St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Winooski, Our Lady of the Snows Parish in Woodstock
and Our Lady of the Mountains in Killington.

ÒI am profoundly grateful to God for the inestimable gift
of a share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ,Ó Father
OÕDonnell said. ÒI am also grateful to Bishop Matano,
Father White, the seminary faculty, my family and friends,
and everyone who has helped me in any way to prepare for
ordination and priestly ministry.Ó

Father Naples said he looked upon his diaconal ordina-
tion last year as an opportunity to definitively give his life in
service to the Church out of gratitude for GodÕs many bless-
ings and with the knowledge that answering this call is a
path to joy and happiness. ÒI see priestly ordination now as
a call from God to serve the Church precisely through priest-
ly ministry, as opposed to the general ministry of service as
a deacon. Again, I know that faithfulness to this call is a true
path to joy and happiness,Ó he said.

Father Dowling said he felt a deep joy and peace and
knew that he can never thank God enough for choosing him
to be a Catholic priest. ÒAs a priest, I realize that it is my
duty to have a genuine concern for my flock, looking after
their spiritual well-being, their emotional needs and their
physical needs,Ó he said. ÒI also realize that in order to be a
faithful prayer warrior, priests must lead their flocks deeper
into the united hearts of Jesus and Mary.Ó

Reading about the life of St. John Vianney has helped
him to understand that all priests are on the front line of spir-
itual warfare. ÒThey are attacked on all sides and must
remain faithful despite opposition and every kind of com-
promise,Ó he commented. ÒI have come to see that the way
to be strong is through prayer and sacrifice and take as my
breastplate the armor of truth.Ó

Father Baker looks forward to serving the Church of
Vermont as a priest. ÒIt is with great joy I move forward as
an ordained priest. It is a beautiful call, and I am humbled
that the Lord has called me to this vocation,Ó he said. ÒI am
grateful for all of the parish priests who were good exam-
ples of the priesthood and helped me to realize my own
vocation to the priesthood.Ó
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