—p—

From His Excellency

YEAR OF THE PRIEST

My dear brother priests,

As we continue to ponder our cherished vocations as priests during this spe-
cially designated “Year of the Priest,” | write to assure you of my prayers and grati-
tude for your dedicated priestly ministry to those entrusted to your pastoral care.
Through the priesthood you share with the Eternal High Priest and in communion
with the diocesan bishop, the Incarnation continues in our own age as Jesus Christ
is again given to the faithful in Word and in Sacrament.

Since | began my episcopal service as diocesan bishop on November ¢, 2005, |
daily have come to a deeper appreciation of your dedication to and love for the
gift of the priesthood. The time and culture in which we live have brought many
challenges to the proclamation of the Gospel. Nonetheless, you continue to reaf-
firm your faith in the Good Shepherd, after Whom we model our lives. Although
my episcopacy has not spanned many years, many diocesan initiatives, both pas-
toral and spiritual, as well as administrative, have been undertaken and made pos-
sible because of your support and firm commitment to our Church and diocese.
Without your very necessary collaboration, our diocese would falter.

United with our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, | pray that “this year be an
occasion for a period of intense appreciation of the priestly identity, of the theolo-
gy of the Catholic priesthood, and of the extraordinary meaning of the vocation
and mission of priests within the Church and in society” (Letter of Claudio
Cardinal Hummes, Prefect, Congregation for the Clergy, 2009). Please join with
me in prayer at the Masses to be celebrated throughout the diocese at the times
and places listed below. Kindly encourage your parishioners and especially your
Catholic school students, religious education students, confirmation students and
those in youth ministry programs to attend these Masses. In closing, | ask for your
prayers that | will fulfill my duties as bishop faithfully and conscientiously, and
always with a true shepherd’s heart, despite my failures and unworthiness for the
privilege to serve you as a successor to the Holy Apostles.

Invoking the intercession of Mary, our Mother and Patroness of our diocese,
that she will beg her Son to bless this “Year of the Priest,” | remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

b Mt T otine

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of Burlington

Degiona| Masses ce|ebrating Year of the Priest

Bishop Matano is scheduled to celebrate Mass at which we pray for the
strengthening of all priests in their vocations and for an increase in priestly voca-
tions. All of the faithful are cordially invited to attend. Masses begin at 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 7,2009  St. Charles Borromeo Church, Bellow Falls
Nov. 12, 2009  St. Mary Star of the Sea Church, Newport
Dec. 3,2009 St. Francis Xavier Church, Winooski

Feb. 2,2010  Holy Angels Church, St. Albans

March 2, 2010 St. Monica Church, Barre

April 15, 2010 Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Rutland
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sSeminarians
2009-2010

As classes resumed last month
Vermont Catholic magazine asked each
seminarian to share with readers a
reflection on the “Year of the Priest.”
Here, presented, are “our” seminarians.

Please, remember to keep each
seminarian in your daily prayers.

Fourth Year Theology

Luke Austin studying at

Pontifical North American
College in Rome
Home Parish: Christ the King, Rutland

To live in the midst of the world
without wishing its pleasures;

To be a member of each family,
yet belonging to none;

To share all suffering;
to penetrate all secrets;

To heal all wounds; to go
from men to God
and offer Him their prayers;

To return from God to men
to bring pardon and hope;

To have a heart of fire for Charity,
and a heart of bronze for
Chastity;

To teach and to pardon,
console and bless always.

My God, what a life; and it is yours,

O priest of Jesus Christ.

—Henri Lacordaire, O.P.



Third Year Theology

James Dodson studying at
Pontifical North American College
in Rome
Home Parish: St. Monica, Barre

According to St. John Vianney, the
priesthood is “the love of the heart of
Jesus.” If a priest is to love with Jesus’
heart, he must first accept a new heart:
His pierced heart! How ironic for a
priest to exchange his “good” heart for
the broken heart of Christ. Yet, in
accepting that brokenness, the priest
becomes weak enough to acknowledge
his own insufficiency, and rejoices in the
gift of God's grace, which strengthens
him to accomplish the work assigned to
him by the Father.

transplant—what an awesome vocation!

To have a heart

Pre-Theology II

Christopher Micale studying at
St. John's Seminary, Brighton, Mass.
Home parish:

Our Lady of the Snows, Woodstock

Christ loves to be present to his peo-
ple. As Catholics we have the privilege
of drawing close to Jesus in the most

profound way: through the Eucharist.
This is possible because of the priest.
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Pope John Paul Il stated, “The world looks
to the priest, because it looks to Jesus! No
one can see Christ; but everyone sees the
priest, and through him they wish to catch
a glimpse of the Lord! Immense is the
grandeur of the Lord! Immense is the
grandeur and dignity of the priest!” (Rome,
Italy, Oct. 13, 1979).

Pre-Theology II

Timothy Perron studying at
St. John's Seminary, Brighton, Mass.
Home parish: St. Peter, Vergennes

As | go into the second year of forma-
tion, Pope Benedict’s declaration of the
year for priests has given me cause to
reflect on how God calls men to the priest-
hood. The priestly vocation is as mysteri-
ous as God himself. One of the things that
make it a mystery is the method by which
men are called to be priests. The call is a
beckoning of God through the ordinary
events of life for most people, but yet it
somehow transcends ordinary life. And
then, the final result is a life of service and
self-sacrifice, following in the footsteps of
Our Lord. Our God is truly amazing!

Pre-Theology I

Scott Gratton studying at

o

Our Lady of Providence Seminary,
Providence, R.I.
Home parish:
St. Mary Star of the Sea, Newport

Entering the seminary this special
year is a blessing. | am fortunate to be
part of such a caring diocese, as | have
been met with overwhelming support.
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati (my cur-
rent “spiritual big brother”) teaches:
“The end for which we are created
invites us to walk a road sown with
thorns, but it is not sad ... it is illuminated
by joy.” | always find joyful strength in
Jesus on this road, but it always helps to
have Vermonters on each side, aiding
me through the thorns that inevitably
riddle our paths to everlasting life. For
this | thank you with all my heart.

Pre-Theology I

James Link studying at
St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, Mass.
Home parish:
Our Lady of the Snows, Woodstock

I'm delighted to have been admitted
to the seminary, and grateful to the peo-
ple of our diocese, most especially the
parishioners at Our Lady of the Snows
in Woodstock. Their prayers and sup-
port—combined with the extraordinary
example of our pastor—helped me hear
the Lord's call. It's a real privilege to
begin my studies during the Year of the
Priest. We're fortunate to have such joy-
ful, holy priests in Vermont. I'm inspired
by their courageous witness, particular-
ly in an age that increasingly rejects







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <FEFF005500730065002000740068006500730065002000730065007400740069006e006700730020007700680065006e0020006300720065006100740069006e00670020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200066006f0072000d0020002000200020002000200020002000200020002000200020005100750065006200650063006f007200200057006f0072006c00640020004d00690064006c0061006e0064>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


