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Christmas Message
from Bishop Matano

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Over the last several years, “reality shows” have been very popu-
lar on television. Ironically, they present fabricated situations having
little to do with real life. Quite to the contrary, this is not the case
with the feast we celebrate on December 25th. The word “reality” is
a very apt description of the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus is not a fic-
tional character in just another tale recalled year after year. Jesus, the
Son of God, entered our world and completely shared our human
nature, lived our human life, took on our human sufferings to the
point of death upon a cross, an act of selfless love on our behalf.

In reflecting upon the birth of Christ, our Holy Father, Pope
Benedict X VI, writes: “Why do we really celebrate Christmas despite
the wretchedness, turmoil, and isolation that are still man’s lot and are
if anything intensifying rather than lessening? What is the real point
of Christmas ... ? For Christmas says to us, amid all our doubts and
bewilderment: God exists. Not as an infinitely distant power that can
at best terrify us; not as being’s ultimate ground that is not conscious
of itself. Rather he exists as One who can be concerned about us; he
is such that everything we are and do lies open to his gaze. But that
gaze is the gaze of Love” (“Benedictus,” Ignatius Press/Magnificat
SAS, 2006, p. 384).

Recognizing Jesus as a real person is basic to our faith. In his let-
ter to the Galatians, Paul, the Apostle, gives testimony to the living
presence of Jesus when he writes: “I have been crucified with Christ,
and the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. I still
live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:19-21). When asked by
Jesus, “Who do you say that [ am?” Peter replies: “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:15-16). Jesus is one with the tri-
une God who lives and gives life. “In the Nicene Creed, the Church
joins Peter in confessing to Jesus ever anew: ‘You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God’” (Benedict XVI, “Jesus of Nazareth,”
Doubleday, 2007, p. 355).

At each Eucharist, we are again at Bethlehem when the Word once
more becomes flesh; we are in that upper room at that Last Supper
when bread and wine are no more, but now become the body, blood,
soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. Christ unites Himself to us and
lives among us. We then become His extension to the world as we
bring His presence to our sisters and brothers in our homes, commu-
nities, neighborhoods, state and beyond — Christmas is everyday as
Jesus is with us always! On Christmas, we genuflect at those sacred
words of the Creed: “By the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of
the Virgin Mary and became man.” We bend our knees in homage
“because at this point the heavens, the veil behind which God is
secluded, are swept aside, and the mystery touches us directly. The  Angels surround Mary and Jesus in “Holy Night” by Italian Baroque painter Carlo Maratta.The Christmas sea-
distant God becomes our God, becomes ‘Emmanuel”’ — ‘God with  son begins with the Dec. 24 evening vigil and ends on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Jan. I | in 2009.
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