
By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON ! For more than 50 years, the Diocese
of Burlington has published a newspaper, The Vermont
Catholic Tribune. Following a year of extensive study,
deanery presentations, and consultation, Bishop
Salvatore R. Matano, with the unanimous support of the
Presbyteral Council, has approved expanding the com-
munications direction for the diocese to include the pub-
lication of a monthly magazine along with an increased
online presence. 

The new magazine, Vermont Catholic, will debut this
July as part of a threefold enhanced communications
effort.

"The diocese will publish and distribute by mail a
magazine to 25,000 readers monthly. Vermont Catholic
magazine will replace The Vermont Catholic Tribune,
and will provide subscribers with unique materials of
specific interest to Catholics in a readable, collectable
format,# said VCTeditor Pat Gore, who will be the edi-
tor of Vermont Catholic. "We$re maximizing our long-
established print base and better utilizing the power of

the Web. The goal is to reach Catholics wherever they
seek information.#

The magazine will be mailed to all existing VCTsub-
scribers at the current rate. 

In addition to the monthly Vermont Catholicmaga-
zine, the office will produce an e-news bulletin, and
continue to develop the diocesan Web site.

"The role and purpose of any form of communica-
tion is to provide people with accurate and timely infor-
mation. If you want to know what$s happening in the
Catholic Church, we believe you should learn about it
from the Church. And there are many things happening
throughout our diocese ! in our parishes and schools,
and in our Catholic organizations. That$s what people
will find in the e-news bulletin. What$s happening and
where,# Gore said.

There is no charge to receive the e-news bulletin. To
date, nearly 4,000 households have registered online to
receive the e-news bulletin. To register your e-mail, log
on to the diocesan Web site at www.vermontcatholic.org.

Gore said, "Vermont Catholicis a publication that
will serve as a teaching tool, and as a method of
evangelization.#

"In an age when we are bombarded with information
from print, radio, television and the Internet, it$s impor-
tant that Catholics have a reliable vehicle that will edu-
cate, communicate and motive them in the practice of
the Catholic faith,# Gore noted. "The magazine, the e-
news bulletin and the diocesan Web site will be the most
accurate channel through which Catholics can know
about their Church.#
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VermontÊLt.Gov.BrianÊDubieÊpointsÊduringÊaÊmeetingÊwithÊpro-life
teensÊinÊhisÊofficeÊatÊtheÊStatehouseÊAprilÊ9. HeÊencouragedÊthem
toÊshareÊtheirÊviewsÊwithÊtheirÊrepresentatives.
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SeeÊstoryÊonÊpageÊ3.

ÔVermont CatholicÕ magazine to debut in July

By Nancy Frazier O!Brien 
WASHINGTON (CNS) ! The Vatican Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith has ordered a "doctrinal
assessment# of the "activities and initiatives# of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious, the
Maryland-based association whose members repre-
sent about 95 percent of the 67,000 women religious
in the United States.

Sister Annmarie Sanders, a member of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary who is
LCWR director of communications, confirmed the
investigation in a brief statement released to Catholic
News Service April 15.

"At this time, LCWR knows neither the process
nor timeline for completion of this assessment,# the
statement said. "As more information is made avail-
able to LCWR, the conference will take the appropri-
ate steps for its participation in the assessment.#

Bishop Leonard P. Blair of Toledo, Ohio, a mem-
ber of the U.S. bishops$ Committee on Doctrine, is to
conduct the assessment at the direction of Cardinal
William J. Levada, prefect of the doctrinal congrega-
tion. "Bishop Blair acknowledges that he has been
asked by the Congregation of the Doctrine of the
Faith to conduct the doctrinal assessment, and at this
time has nothing further to add,# a spokeswoman for
him said April 16.

The assessment by Bishop Blair is separate from
an apostolic visitation of U.S. institutes of women
religious that will look into the quality of life in the

communities and why their membership has
decreased during the past 40 years.

That study, announced in January and ordered by
the Vatican$s Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, is
led by Mother Mary Clare Millea, a Connecticut
native who is superior general of the Apostles of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, an international religious insti-
tute that has its headquarters in Rome.

The LCWR statement said the doctrinal assess-
ment was announced by Cardinal Levada in a Feb. 20
letter, which the conference received March 10.
Officers of the LCWR informed members about the
investigation in an April 2 letter.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican
spokesman, told CNS April 16 he could confirm the
congregation asked Bishop Blair "to undertake in the
coming months a study regarding doctrinal problems
that have presented themselves in the area of female
religious life in the United States.#

Top officials at the doctrinal congregation at
the Vatican were out of town and unavailable for
comment.

In the April 16 issue of Mercy Now, the electronic
newsletter for the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, it
was noted that Sister Mary Waskowiak of the Institute
of the Sisters of Mercy Leadership Team has sent a
message to the LCWR presidency that the Sisters of
Mercy$s prayers accompany them as they go to Rome
for their meetings. 

Sisters in leadership positions with the Sisters of
Mercy of the Americas Vermont Regional
Community and the Holyoke-based Sisters of St.
Joseph (into which the Vermont Sisters of St. Joseph
merged in 2001) referred questions to the LCWR
director of communications. 

Although neither the cardinal$s letter nor the
LCWR letter has been made public, National

ÔDoctrinalÊassessmentÕÊof group
representingÊU.S.ÊnunsÊordered

(Continued on page 12)
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
In Central and Eastern Europe and the former

Soviet Union, Catholics are often in the minority.
They sometimes have few resources to sustain their
charitable works, run parishes, and educate people
for ministry.  For years, in many of these countries,
Christianity was practiced in the shadows for fear of
persecution.  Yet in spite of these obstacles, a strong
foundation for a revitalized Church has been set, and
Catholics continue to grow in faith and in numbers. 

The theme for the 2009 Collection for the Church
in Central and Eastern Europe, "Believe in the
Power of the Spirit of Love,# speaks of the rich past,
encouraging present, and promising future of the
Church of this region.  God$s perfect love has sus-
tained and strengthened the people and the Church,
creating a new generation of believers while ener-
gizing those who clung to their faith through the
darkest of times.

Your gifts to this collection will help build churches;
train and educate pastors and laypeople; publish
Catholic newspapers; sustain orphanages; evangelize
children, adults and seniors; and provide scholarships
to Catholic students. Your solidarity matters to your
Catholic brothers and sisters in Central and Eastern
Europe.

Thanking you for your generosity and with an assur-
ance of a remembrance in prayer, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano
Bishop of Burlington
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From the Bishop

By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

WINOOSKI ! The Vermont
Department of Public Service has
awarded a %250,000 grant from the
Clean Energy Development Fund to
St. Francis Xavier School for a renew-
able energy project.

The fund provided more than %2.5
million to 22 projects throughout
Vermont.  St. Francis Xavier School
will use its portion for a photovoltaic
power system.

"In accordance with the emphasis
we place on civic responsibility, we
possess a great desire to operate in an
environmentally responsible man-
ner,# said David B. Prehoda, a mem-
ber of the St. Francis Xavier School
board and one of the authors of the
grant proposal. 

The purchase and installation of a
photovoltaic power system at the
school will supplement electric power
purchased from the local electric utili-
ty while providing the economic and
environmental benefits of solar tech-
nology. "This is consistent with St.
Francis Xavier$s mission and involve-
ment in the Winooski community and
will help strengthen its position as a
viable, nonprofit environmental
leader,# Prehoda said.

The grant funding ! along with
funds raised from private, philanthrop-
ic foundations ! will help make the
project a cost-effective investment and
will minimize any increase in tuition
costs to families of students attending
the school, Prehoda added.

The entire project is being under-
written by grants and private donations
not normally available to St. Francis
Xavier School.  Total cost for the pro-
ject is estimated at %598,000.

Prehoda hopes work on the system
will begin in early-to-mid May with
the system going online June 15.

In addition to the environmental and
fiscal reasons for installing the new
system, Prehoda said the school would
like to be part of Green Mountain
Power$s environmentally friendly
power initiative and consortium of
alternative energy-producing entities.
"We are excited about being at the fore-
front of Green Mountain Power$s
Solar-on-Schools power initiative.#

He explained that the school is ideal
for construction of a solar energy col-
lection station because of its unobstruct-
ed east-west orientation with sheltering
from the north. "Therefore the optimum
angle of solar panels to the sun can be
achieved without endangering the
longevity of our system,# he said.

The photovoltaic power system will
be 80.5 kW, and the estimated annual
kWh generated from the system will
be 86,931.

"The environmental impact of our
project will be substantial,# Prehoda
said: It will be equivalent to planting
9,609 trees or avoiding nearly 2.3 mil-
lion miles of driving.

The specific reductions include a
25-year carbon dioxide reduction of
more than 2 million pounds, sulfur
dioxide reduction of more than 8,700
pounds and nitrogen oxides reduction
of nearly 3,500 pounds.

The financial savings realized from
the project is estimated at %16,503 per
year. That is %11,287 in electricity cost
savings and %5,216 from the Green
Mountain Power solar-generation
incentive of 6 cents per kWh generated.

The system should supply approxi-
mately 75 percent of the school$s elec-
tricity ! that is, when the school is in
session and energy demand is at its
peak, Prehoda said.  "Obviously, when
school is not in session the system will
supply 100 percent of the school$s
electricity needs and will generate rev-
enue for the school.#

"We are genuinely excited about
the prospect of our school leading
other Vermont schools in a direction
that we feel will have such a positive
impact on our environment and will
influence the way by which future
sources of energy are tapped through-
out our Green Mountain State and
across these United States,# Prehoda
said, adding his gratitude to the

Blessed Mother: "There is no way in
this world that our little school could
have pulled off such a Herculean feat
without her intervention.#

In announcing the awards, Vermont
Gov. James Douglas said, "As we con-
tinue to work hard with our federal
partners and energy stakeholders
across the state, we have a tremendous
opportunity to create greater energy
independence for Vermonters. These
awards will help us to continue to
expand our efficiency and renewable
energy efforts.#

The governor was on hand April 14
at Northern Power Systems in Barre to
celebrate the recent round of Clean
Energy Development Fund grants with
grantees, legislators and community
leaders.

Northern Power Systems, a grant
recipient, will use its %130,000 grant to
replace a turbine at Rock of Ages visi-
tor center with a new commercialized
model.

The Department of Public Service
received 39 proposals for this round of
grants. 

"The Clean Energy Development
Fund continues to provide Vermonters
with the opportunity to undertake
smaller, locally owned renewable ener-
gy projects that are uniquely Vermont,#
said Robert Dostis, vice chair of the
CEDF Investment Committee.

The CEDF was established in 2005
through Act 74 and is currently funded
through proceeds to the state from
Entergy, the owner of Vermont Yankee
nuclear power plant in Vernon.

St.ÊFrancisÊXavierÊSchoolÊreceivesÊ
$250,000ÊgrantÊforÊrenewableÊenergyÊproject

DavidÊPrehodaÊ(left),aÊmemberÊofÊtheÊSt.FrancisÊXavierÊSchoolÊboard,greetsÊVermontÊGov.
JamesÊDouglasÊatÊNorthernÊPowerÊSystemsÊinÊBarreÊduringÊaÊcelebrationÊofÊtheÊrecent
roundÊofÊCleanÊEnergyÊDevelopmentÊFundÊgrants. St. FrancisÊXavierÊSchoolÊreceivedÊa
$250,000ÊgrantÊforÊaÊrenewableÊenergyÊproject.

CollectionÊassists
EuropeanÊCatholics
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By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

MONTPELIER ! Lawmakers who "stand for life fight hard and need our sup-
port,# the executive director of the Vermont Right to Life Committee Inc. said dur-
ing the annual Pro-Life Lobby Day at the Statehouse April 9.

Mary Hahn Beerworth said the men and women who serve Vermont as pro-life
lawmakers are "without a doubt the bravest people here.#

The attitude of the majority of Vermont$s lawmakers is "hostile to our cause, or
worse, merely indifferent,# she said. "This is a really important day in the year
because this (event) rejuvenates our pro-life lawmakers and helps them to focus on
the unborn and lack of protection in Vermont for the most vulnerable babies in the
womb and reminds them how much work needs to be done.#

The Pro-Life Lobby Day included visits with the governor and lieutenant gov-
ernor, letter writing, a teen debate practice and a presentation on President Barack
Obama$s record dealing with respect-life issues.

Calling Obama "our pro-abortion president,# presenter Eileen Haupt of St.
Thomas Church in Underhill Center began with a quote she attributed to him:
"Thirty-five years after the Supreme Court decided Roe v. Wade, it$s never been
more important to protect a woman$s right to choose ... .  Throughout my career,
I$ve been a consistent and strong supporter of reproductive justice, and have con-
sistently had a 100 percent pro-choice rating with Planned Parenthood and NARAL
(National Abortion Rights Action League) Pro-Choice America.#

She outlined a dozen of Obama$s pro-abortion actions from Jan. 22-April 7 of
this year, including forcing taxpayers to fund pro-abortion groups that either pro-
mote or perform abortions in other nations, starting the process of overturning pro-
life conscience protections President George W. Bush put in place to make sure
medical staff and centers are not forced to perform abortions, signing an executive
order forcing taxpayer funding of embryonic stem-cell research, and announcing
%50 million for the United Nations$ population agency that has been criticized for
promoting abortion and working closely with Chinese population-control officials
who use forced abortions and involuntary sterilizations.

Haupt cited www.lifenews.com for her list.
She also noted that on his third day in office, the new president overturned the

"Mexico City Policy# allowing organizations that perform and promote abortion as
a method of family planning to be eligible for U.S. foreign aid. "Now our tax dol-
lars can be used all over the world to promote abortions,# she said.

Regarding the Freedom
of Choice Act, Haupt said it
"would obliterate all federal
and state restrictions &
(which) are exactly what
reduce abortions.#

She asked why Obama
is pursuing embryonic
stem-cell research, saying
researchers have discov-
ered ways of reprogram-
ming non-embryonic stem
cells to behave as embryon-
ic and that embryonic stem
cells have yielded no suc-
cessful treatments. "All the
success stories have been made with non-embryonic stem cells,# she noted.

Among the approximately 100 participants in the Pro-Life Lobby Day was
Nancy Ellen Kenyon of Randolph who attended with six of her 10 children. "We
feel very strongly that every life is precious,# she said.

A member of Journey Four Square Church in South Royalton, Kenyon said she
thinks women are being lied to when told they will "lose out# if abortion became
illegal. "We need to prevent violence, not only once (persons) are born but before,#
she said.

Beerworth said more people than expected attended the Pro-Life Lobby Day,
including about 40 youth. "People seem to be making the extra effort to be here today
even though it$s Holy Week,# she commented. "These parents really care that their
kids get experience of how their core beliefs dovetail with many laws in the state.#

Many participants participated in the "Red Envelope Project# while at the
Statehouse. They addressed red envelopes to President Obama and wrote on the
back of the envelope: "This envelope represents one child who died in abortion. It
is empty because that life was unable to offer anything to the world. Responsibility
begins with conception.#

White envelopes were offered, too, so participants could write a letter to their
Vermont lawmakers to put inside it.

Pro-Life Lobby Day EileenÊHauptÊofÊSt.Thomas
ParishÊ inÊ UnderhillÊ Center
givesÊaÊpresentationÊonÊ the
latestÊpro-lifeÊdevelopments
andÊ theÊÒObamaÊ Abortion
AgendaÓ duringÊPro-LifeÊLobby
DayÊAprilÊ9ÊatÊtheÊStatehouse
inÊMontpelier.

Story and photos by Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

MONTPELIER ! Pro-life youth made their presence
known in the Statehouse April 9 as they participated in the
annual Pro-Life Lobby Day. With many wearing "Life Is
Precious# buttons and/or "TFL# ("Teens for Life#) stickers,
they met with both the governor and lieutenant governor,
saw a presentation about the "Obama Abortion Agenda#
and practiced articulating the pro-life stance to opponents.

"Coming here to learn the (legislative) process gives
them another avenue to show compassion# for life, said
Retta Dunlap, vice president of the Vermont Right to Life
Committee, Inc., sponsor of the lobby day. "Lawmakers
also love to see kids in the building.#

The education lobbyist and member of Central
Vermont Church of Christ in South Barre said the teens$

presence shows lawmakers the
pro-life cause "is not a dead and
dying issue with old people but a
vibrant issue to the youth.#

About 35 young people and
some of their chaperones packed
Lt. Gov. Brian Dubie$s office.
"I$m so glad you could come here
today,# he told them.

"As a pro-life lieutenant gover-
nor,# Dubie said, people some-
times ask him if he thinks laws
need to be changed to protect life.
"Yes, I do,# he replies. He told the
young people it$s important for
them to articulate the message of

the need to respect life, and he encouraged them to work
for the pro-life cause.

How? First he said they must get to know who their
legislative representatives are and share their views and
perspectives with them. He encouraged them to support
pro-life legislators and even consider running for office
when they are old enough.

"Do anything Mary Beerworth tells you,# he said with
a smile, referring to Mary Hahn Beerworth, executive
director of Vermont Right to Life and saying she is a
"highly regarded lobbyist# with "great moral authority.#

During their meeting with Vermont Gov. James
Douglas, he encouraged them to become lawmakers and
to understand how laws affect lives.

Thirteen-year-old Patrick Asselin of St. Francis Xavier
Church in Winooski said he attended the lobby day to
make known his opposition to abortion, which he called
"very wrong, a mortal sin.#

Judy Brown, 21, of Christ the King Church in Rutland,

said Pro-Life Lobby Day is one of the most important
days beside the annual March for Life to protest abortion.
She said it$s important for young people to be involved in
such events because young people have a big impact on
other people. "When young people are involved, it invig-
orates others very much.#

Jeffrey Wilder, a 16-year-old from St. Rose of Lima
Church in South Hero, said he attended the lobby day
because "it$s against the Ten Commandments to kill, and
abortion is killing & .  I believe it is wrong to kill babies.#

He attended with a home-schooling group.
After lunch in a conference room near the Statehouse,

the young people had the opportunity to practice their
debating skills. Through role playing in a safe environ-
ment, they could gain confidence to speak up and defend
the pro-life position in situations where people embrace
anti-life stances.

"Sometimes people who ask you about being pro-life
try to trick you with questions,# said 15-year-old Sarah
Kenyon of Journey Four Square Church in South
Royalton. #You have to know what to say.#

She said role playing "helps you so you don$t not
know what to say.#

Dunlap said, "The center-right-leaning people need to
have the confidence to speak out and to do it well,# so it$s
important to teach children to do that. "You never know
when the chance might come to say something# pro-life.

Among the tips the youth received for debating were:
know your material, know the opposition, practice debat-
ing, don$t be distracted from a point, don$t talk in circles,
be logical, be kind, don$t get angry or cry, and let the other
person finish talking.

Pro-life youth make presence
known in Montpelier

ParticipantsÊ inÊaÊ teenÊsegmentÊofÊPro-LifeÊLobbyÊDayÊgiggleÊduringÊa
lunchtimeÊactivity.

PatrickÊAsselin, 13, ofÊSt. FrancisÊXavierÊChurchÊ in
Winooski, listensÊtoÊaÊpresentationÊduringÊPro-LifeÊLobby
DayÊAprilÊ9Ê inÊMontpelier. HeÊsaidÊabortionÊÒisÊvery
wrong, aÊmortalÊsin.Ó
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Dignity and caring for a special time.

TheÊThirdÊSundayÊof Easter
(AprilÊ26,Ê2009)

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19;
Psalm 4; 1 John 2:1-5a; Luke 24:35-48

Why are you troubled?
For a moment, walk the path of Christ from the view-

point of his apostles. They had left everything to follow
Christ, including careers and families. They watched
Jesus cure the sick and expel demons. The blind were
made to see and the mute speak. Thousands were fed
with a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. Even the
dead were raised to life* However, during the Passover
something strange happened. Jesus allowed Pilate to
ridicule him and condemn him to death. He carried his
own cross and was nailed to it. Jesus died on that cross.
And now, three days later, the tomb is empty, and
appearances of Jesus are being reported* 

Jesus$ closest followers did not know what to make of
these events. While the Church considers the apostles
saints, and indeed they are, let$s not forget that they were
as human as any other. They had doubts and fears. Today$s
Gospel story depicts an appearance of Jesus to two disci-

ples. They didn$t know what to think. Jesus felt their
angst. He offered them the opportunity to touch his hands
and feet ! it is really the Lord* Then he ate a piece of fish
to show that he was not a ghost. These kinds of appear-
ances are part of the final chapters of all the gospels.  It
would not be until Pentecost that the apostles would fully
understand the life of Jesus ! that he had to suffer, die,
and rise so that salvation may come to the human race. 

From Easter Sunday until Pentecost, the Church cel-
ebrates the Great Fifty Days, otherwise known as the
Easter Season.  The universal Church stands in awe at
the empty tomb. It is a season of glory and celebration.
Easter Alleluias ring out during every Mass and prayer.
Hope has triumphed over despair, sin, and death.
Although always part of the human condition, they are
not the final story. In his resurrection, Christ proclaimed
his love of the human person, bringing hope to all.

Easter Sunday is a peak moment in the calendar;
indeed, it is the highest of all peaks. From the resurrec-
tion of Jesus flows the life of the Church, especially in
the Eucharist and baptism. Celebrating Easter is always
a deep spiritual event in the lives of Christians.
However, Monday morning comes* Christians do not
live on the peaks of their faith. The Christian life is
lived in the day-to-day events of school, work, and
home, among friends, family, and co-workers. Three
weeks from Easter, it seems like the peak of one$s faith
was so long ago, and the person may feel much the
same as before. Sin and suffering have not gone away. 

It is not difficult to feel the pain of the apostles in
today$s Gospel. Each Christian has felt the doubt and
fear of the apostles. Day-to-day living can do that. The
goal is to keep the energy of the peak of Easter alive*

Somehow the hope of Easter can be snuffed out by
whatever is going on in life.  Here are some thoughts on
keeping Easter alive in your heart:

Realize that through his passion, death, and resurrec-
tion, Jesus has identified with your pain and suffering
and given you hope. However, this is not a magic wand.
Pain and suffering will still be part of life. The good
news is that suffering is not the end; eternal life without
pain and suffering is. 

Hope helps the person see out of the tunnel of despair.
There is a light at the end; that light is Christ. 

To keep the spirit of Easter alive, one must pray.
Spend time alone in the presence of the Lord. Celebrate
the Eucharist regularly, weekly if not more often, to par-
ticipate sacramentally in the passion, death, and resur-
rection of the Lord. 

Do not allow doubt and fear to have their day in your
heart* Celebrate the great joy of Easter; know that God
is always close to you in your suffering and doubt.
Know too that he is the God of hope and new life. 

Questions for private reflection:
1. Does Easter seem like a long time ago? Are you

keeping the spirit of Easter alive? How?
2. In the Eucharist, you are receiving the body and

blood of Jesus, who suffered and died for you.
3. Do you understand that the Eucharist is your

prayerful participation in his death and Resurrection? 

+"Living the Word# is written by
Father Bernard Bourgeois.  He is the
principal of Rice Memorial High
School in South Burlington.

L iving
the
WORD

By Father Bernard Bourgeois
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growing in faith

reflections

The older I get, the more I realize that
nothing happens by chance.  For instance,
had the art teacher at school not called in
sick on a particular Thursday in March, I
would not have been filling in for her in the
art room, down the hall and to the left of my
own classroom.  Had I not filled in for her, I
wouldn$t have had the opportunity to see the
film she left behind for her classes to watch.
Had I not watched that film, I would have
missed out on a very inspiring story.  Had I
missed that story, I would not have been
able to share it with you.  Nothing happens
by chance; all things happen for a reason.

The film, interestingly enough, was not
one I would have opted for if left to my
own devices.  It was about modern art and,
I have to admit, my own tastes run more
along the lines of the Old Masters.  Give
me a Renaissance painter any day; I had
always thought that I could find more to
contemplate on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel than I could in a display of Picasso.
It$s the Philistine in me, I suppose.  But no
matter, on this Thursday I was about to
expand my tastes in a direction I didn$t
even know existed.

It began with Pointillism, a 19th-century
technique which the students recognized
because they had practiced the method in

class.  Then, we moved on to Fauvism and
Surrealism ! bright colors and Dali$s
incredible moustache, not to mention all
those limp clock faces.  On and on we trav-
eled, through the 20th century.  I began to
recognize some of the artwork ! Picasso$s
cubism, for instance, was unmistakable, as
was Andy Warhol$s soup can.  And then we
came into the present, to something I sus-
pect I had seen before but hadn$t taken real
notice of.  The artistic style was called pho-
torealism, and this was a particularly inter-
esting segment because not only did the film
show the artist$s work, it included an inter-
view with the artist himself.

I blush to admit that before this I had
never heard of Chuck Close.  One of the
first things I noticed about him was that he
worked LARGE ! his "canvas# was mea-
sured in feet, not inches.  The next thing
that caught my eye was that he had a
predilection for working while seated ! at
least that$s what I assumed until I realized
that the "chair# he worked from was a
wheelchair.  He pointed out how art had
"saved# him as a child, giving him a means
of expression that he otherwise might not
have found in the typical day-to-day rou-
tine of the classroom.  Close discussed the
learning disabilities that set him apart from

his classmates.  He spoke too about how
challenges were actually the motivation for
his art, and that the tragedies in his life had
not overcome him, but instead had
strengthened him as a painter.  A close-up
shot of him working showed that his brush
was actually strapped to his hand by means
of an ingenious device consisting of partic-
ularly well-placed Velcro, and that his
other hand ! his left one ! seemed awk-
wardly useless.  But the biggest surprise of
all came when the camera pulled back
from the tiny six-by-six-inch grid he had
been working on to reveal an enormous
and remarkable rendering of the artist$s
own face ! a complete and realistic pic-
ture that was not at all apparent from the
small bit that I had first seen.  I was hooked
! I had to know more about this man.

In short, Close was an inspiration.
Diagnosed in childhood with dyslexia, his
teachers predicted he would never be able
to make much of himself.  They never fore-
saw his college diploma or his master$s
degree from Yale University.  The death of
his father and the serious illness of his
mother and grandmother when he was
only a young boy might also have caused
him to admit defeat, except that he found
an escape in the remarkable gift God had

given him ! art.  In adulthood, when a
blood clot in Close$s spinal cord paralyzed
him, he still did not give up.  He began
instead to create his paintings ! mostly
portraits of friends ! in smaller, seeming-
ly unconnected squares on a grid.  Like the
self-portrait in the film, it was only when
one stepped back to view the big picture
that all the disparate pieces came together
into one cohesive, intelligible whole.

There is a wonderful spiritual lesson in
all this.  How many times have we ques-
tioned whether what we do, how we live,
and who we are really matters in God$s
great scheme of things?  It all seems so
small, so unconnected.  What we have to
remember is that God$s view of things is
not ours.  What God sees ! and what he
celebrates ! are all the small ways we fill
in the grid that we have been given to work
with in our lives.  We may not see how it
all fits together in the end, but God does.
Faith is the ability to keep painting, even
when it seems to us that the picture isn$t
making any sense.  All it means is that we
have yet to step back far enough to see how
beautiful the finished product truly is.

$Kay Winchester, author of "Reflections,#
resides in Colchester.

GAWET MARBLE & GRANITE, INC.
Designers and installers of
quality cemetery memorials.

Business Route 4, Center Rutland, VT 05736
(802) 773-8868

Paul J. Carbonneau
Michael E. Carbonneau

Cecile Carbonneau

Mark Bradley
Richard Deep
Edward Ferrari

PRUNEAU-POLLI FUNERAL HOME

Services provided include: Traditional Services,
Nontraditional Services, Direct Burials, Cremation Services, 

Out of Town/State Services, Prepaid Funeral Counseling and Trust Funds
58 Summer Street, Barre, Vermont ¥ 802-476-4621

Maurice Soucy

Family owned and operated since 1936
Members of St. Monica Parish
ÒServing Central VermontÓ

Wheel Chair Accessible

213 West Main Street
Bennington
442-4329

Hanson Walbridge 
Arlington Chapel

34 Parik Place
Manchester Center

362-1500

44 East Main Street
Wilmington
464-3782

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Our Family Serving 
Your Family with trust, 
dignity and compassion

Mark Shea Thomas Lloyd

Hanson-Walbridge 
Funeral Home

& Vermont 
Cremation Service

Route 7A
Arlington
375-2222

Brewster
Funeral Service

Covey & Allen

Richard J. Fryer

PEARSONS

FUNERAL HOME , LLC
70 CHURCH STREET ~ P.O. BOX 336

LYNDONVILLE , VT  05851
(802) 626-5600     1-800-286-5602

www.pearsonsfuneralservice.com

CLIFFORD
Funeral Home
Rutland, Vermont

802/773-3010

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES INC.
4 South St., Bristol, VT  05443

tel: (802)453-2301
48 Maple St., Vergennes, VT  05491

tel: (802)877-3321

Aldous Funeral Home
Joseph P. Barnhart
44 North Main St.,

Rutland
aldousfuneralhome.com

Christopher J. Book
North Main St.,

Wallingford
aldousfh@comcast.net800-729-6252

Elmwood Meunier
Funeral Home
Funeral directors to
five generations

The comfort of a home, the consideration of a friend

97 Elmwood Ave.
Burlington
864-5682  

1-800-270-5682

E.P. MAHAR AND SON INC. 
FUNERAL HOME

Serving Bennington, Arlington, Dorset, Manchester & Surrounding  Areas
for Over 60 Years Under the Same Ownership

Alexander E. Mahar, President    
Wm. J. Hurley   John A. Mahar

628 Main Street, Bennington 
442-2516     362-1413        

To include your funeral home and list of services
provided, call the VCT at 802-658-6110,

ext. 1214, or contact us by e-mail at:
tribune@vermontcatholic.org.

BeautyÊisÊinÊtheÊeyeÊof theÊbeholder



By George Weigel
A few days after the 2008 election, I was walking

toward the Largo Argentina on a cool, clear Roman
evening, when I noticed a magazine kiosk and wan-
dered over to have a look. There were journals from all
over Europe: France, Great Britain, Germany, Holland,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, wherever. Every one of them fea-
tured a glowing portrait of Barack
Obama, photographed in side- or quarter-
profile and looking up with a calm, secure
gaze ! not altogether unlike Jim
Caviezel$s Jesus at the end of "The
Passion of the Christ,# on the morning of
the Resurrection. 

Messianic politics had returned to
Europe, big time.  

President Obama was greeted raptur-
ously during his recent European tour, and
why not? He told Europeans ! or at least
Western Europeans ! everything they$ve
been longing to hear for eight years: that
America had been dissing them and now
appreciated their leadership role in world politics; that
their womb-to-tomb social welfare states were models
of humane, sensible governance; that Russia$s recent
imperial assertions were nothing to worry about; that
the West wasn$t at war with Islam; that peace in the
Middle East was at hand; and that the war against ter-
rorism was just about wrapped up, such that that
unpleasant term could be retired back to Texas along
with the warmongering evangelical cowboy, Dubya. 

None of these soothing reassurances bears close
examination. Europe$s inability to play a leadership role
in world politics was amply demonstrated before the
president even got home, with the NATO countries fail-
ing to ante up for larger roles in pacifying Afghanistan.
The European social welfare state will be bankrupt in

less than two decades, thanks to Europe$s demographic
suicide. Russian aggression may be nothing to worry
about, unless you$re a Ukrainian, a Georgian, a Pole, or
anyone in the EU looking to heat their home next win-
ter, should Ivan cut off the natural gas (which he$s
already done in blackmailing Ukraine). No, the West
isn$t at war "with Islam#; but virtually every shooting

war in which the West is involved has
been triggered by Islamic extremists, who
don$t seem to understand that the strife is
o$er, the battle done. Peace in parts of the
Middle East is somewhat closer, thanks to
the success of the surge and the beginning
of real politics in Iraq; but peace between
Israel and Palestine is no closer than it$s
ever been, thanks to the murderous rule of
Hamas in Gaza and the utter corruption of
the PLO on the West Bank.

Long after the president had gone
through the familiar litany of liberal for-
eign policy shibboleths, however, it was
another comment of his that stuck in my

mind ! and that was his suggestion, in Turkey, that
America is not a Christian nation.   

Which is, of course, true in one sense: the United
States government does not endorse Christianity or any
brand thereof as the official national faith. But as a cul-
tural matter, it seems odd to say that America is not a

Christian nation when three out of every four
Americans claim that Christianity is the source of their
deepest commitments ! including, one might assume,
their commitments to civility, tolerance, religious free-
dom, the rule of law, and democracy.

My friend Jon Meacham, editor of Newsweek, tried
a parallel argument in his magazine$s Easter issue,
suggesting that falling numbers of believing and prac-
ticing Christians over the past two decades mean that,
while Christianity remains a prominent cultural force,
it$s just not possible to speak of a Christian nation any
more, if by that term we mean a nation in which
Christianity plays a determinative, or even significant,
role in politics. What holds America together, Brother
Meacham argued, is our shared commitment to each
other$s liberties.  

That strikes me as a weak foundation for a nation that
robustly protects religious freedom, however. Better
that the American people believe that it$s the will of
God that they defend the religious freedom of those
who have different ideas about the will of God, as
Richard John Neuhaus used to say. Whatever happened
at the Founding, that conviction is what keeps religious
freedom alive in America today. We$d better hope it
stays that way.

$George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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The Catholic Difference

AÊChristianÊnation?

St. Albans:
*Holy Angels     
St. Mary    
Fairfield           #75
Georgia    
April 14, 2009

Brattleboro:
*St. Michael, Brattleboro
Bellows Falls
Chester               
Putney              #35
Springfield
Wilmington
April 15, 2009

Middlebur y:
*Assumption of Blessed
Virgin Mary, Middlebury     
Vergennes         #30
Bristol
April 16, 2009

Rutland I:
*St. Peter
Rutland: Christ the King, 
Rutland: Immaculate Heart
of Mary 
Wallingford
Proctor                      
Ludlow             #75
Pittsford
Brandon/Leicester
April 21, 2009

Bennington:
*Sacred Heart-St. Francis

Arlington                 
Manchester       #50
North Bennington
Readsboro-Stamford
April 27, 2009

Swanton:
*Nativity                       
Highgate
Alburgh          #50
Enosburg
Richford
Sheldon Springs 
April 28, 2009

Barre:
*St. Monica             
Graniteville      #36 
Northfield/Williamstown
Randolph
April 29, 2009

Rutland II:
*St. Bridget
Castleton                      
Orwell
Middletown     #25
Poultney
Fair Haven
April 30, 2009

Newport:
*St. Edward, Derby Line     
Troy
Barton ! Holy Trinity
Newport          #38
Island Pond                   

North Troy
May 4, 2009

St. Johnsbury:
*St. John                       
Lyndonville     #35
Danville                      
Hardwick 
May 5, 2008

Montpelier:
*St. Augustine          
Stowe #50          
Morrisville
Waterbury
May 8, 2009

South Burlington:
*St. Michael!s College I
Charlotte                                
Hinesburg        #130
Richmond
Shelburne
So. Burlington
Williston
May 11, 2009

White River Junction:
*St. Anthony, WRJ        
Bethel                             
Windsor           #32
Woodstock
Norwich
Bradford
May 12, 2009

Burlington:
*St. Joseph Co-Cathedral
Cathedral                 
Christ the King        <45
St. Anthony
St. Mark             
UVM Catholic Ctr.
May 17, 2009 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Winooski I:
*St. Michael!s College II
Essex Center, St. Pius             
Essex Jct.: Holy Family#90
Essex Jct.: St. Lawrence
Milton  
Fairfax 
May 18, 2009

Winooski II:
*St. Michael!s College III
Colchester: Holy Cross           
Colchester:
Our Lady of Grace   #90
South Hero/Grand Isle
North Hero
Winooski: St. Francis
Xavier
Winooski: St. Stephen
Underhill/Cambridge
May 19, 2009

*Church hosting the Mass

2009 CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE
Date of Confirmation and number (#) at each site

All Confirmations begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwis e noted.

" May 20, 7 p.m.
Christ the King, Rutland

" May 26, 7 p.m.
St. Charles, Bellows Falls

" May 27, 7 p.m.
Immaculate Conception, St. Albans

" May 28, 7 p.m.
Sacred Heart St. Francis, Bennington

" June 1, 7 p.m.
Our Lady of the Angels, Randolph

" June 2, 7 p.m.
St. Norbert, Hardwick 

" June 3, 7 p.m.
St. Stephen, Winooski

" June 4, 7 p.m.
Sacred Heart, Troy

Masses and locations for the Bishop!s
Fund this year will be celebrated on:
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By the Most Rev. Peter A. Rosazza, D.D.
Some years ago I became friendly with

Marion Hepburn Grant, sister of
Katharine Hepburn and mother of
Catherine Houghton, who was a longtime
resident of West Hartford.  She confided
to me that as a Protestant and community
activist, she felt that Catholic schools
were a divisive element in society. 

Sometime later she became aware of
the work of Catholic schools and wrote an
op-ed article in the Hartford Courant enti-
tled "I am a Converted Bigot.#  In the arti-
cle, she praised Catholic schools for three
points: formation of students in moral val-
ues, excellent education accomplished at
one-third the cost of public education, and
effective education and formation of stu-
dents who live at the poverty level.  I was
elated that she had come to this conclusion
and for pointing out to the general public
the value of our schools. 

In doing so she echoed a point about
which Archbishop Mansell frequently
reminds us, that the Catholic school edu-
cates a child with excellence at a signifi-
cantly lower cost.  The Catholic schools
system saves the general community
%400,000,000 each year.  Furthermore,
the efficiency of the Catholic school sys-
tem was underscored by the Moe-Chubb
Report  produced by two social scientists
and used as the intellectual basis for
vouchers proposed by President George
H. W. Bush. Mr. Chubb gave a lecture to
a group of Catholic bishops at which I
was present.  He made us aware that the
public schools have a huge bureaucracy
whereas our systems do not.  For exam-
ple, the central office of the New York
City School System provides one admin-
istrator for every 200 students.  The cen-
tral office of the Catholic system in the
Archdiocese of New York provides one
administrator for every 4,200 students in
that system.

The success of Catholic education in
poverty areas is a well-established fact.
As stated in the pastoral letter, "Renewing
Our Commitment to Catholic Elementary
and Secondary Schools in the Third
Millennium,# June 2005, our schools
make a "major impact in closing the
achievement gap for poor and minority
students in inner-city environments.  We
have a lower dropout rate (3.4=) than

both public (14.4=) and other private
schools (11.9=).#  The text then refers to
a study produced by Harvard University
issued in the year 2000.  It states that
Catholic school students performed better
than other students on the three basic
objectives of civic education: the capacity
for civic engagement or voluntary com-
munity service, political knowledge or
learning, and using civic skills and politi-
cal tolerance or respect for opinions dif-
ferent from their own.  This defeats the
old canard we so often hear that Catholic
schools produce narrow-minded students.

In the context of the success of our
schools in poor areas, I wish to advocate
for our Hispanic/Latino young people, a
population with whom I have worked
for the past 39 years.  First, our pastoral
letter says that it is "critical for us to
work with our people to erase any lines
of prejudice and bias that may exist, and
create welcoming communities for these
immigrants.#  Though there are many
recent immigrant nationalities, the
Hispanics/Latinos constitute the largest,
making up 39 percent of the Catholics in
our country and 44 percent of Catholics
under the age of 10*  Just as our Catholic
schools have educated immigrant com-
munities in the past, helping catapult
them into the middle class in less than two
generations, so it is my hope, and that of
our bishops, that we can do the same for
these people. Moreover, we applaud our
pastors and bishops in their efforts to
encourage Hispanics/Latinos to join
school boards both on the parish and
diocesan levels.

Now to Marion$s realization about our
schools and moral values.  In our text we
say, "By equipping our young people
with a sound education, rooted in the
Gospel message, the person of Jesus
Christ, and the cherished Catholic tradi-
tions and liturgical practices of our faith,
we ensure that they have the foundation
to live morally and uprightly in our com-
plex modern world.#

Integral to this formation is an ever-
deepening knowledge of our rich Catholic
social tradition.  It focuses on the prophets
of Israel and on Jesus Christ, who is root-
ed in that culture.  It calls on students to
become increasingly respectful of their
own inestimable dignity and that of each

and every human being.  It then joins this
awareness to that of solidarity with every
woman and man on earth.  This connec-
tion is essential and protects against self-
centeredness and selfishness. To para-
phrase Descartes and quote Albert Camus,
"I suffer, therefore I am.#  From our dig-
nity flow human and God-given rights
such as the right to life, food, shelter,
clothing, education, basic medical care,
and work.  These and many others are
found in one of the most important docu-
ments ever written, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.
Several years later, Pope John XXIII
reflects on them in his encyclical, "Pacem

in Terras# ("Peace on Earth#).  He stresses
the fact that revolution and war often erupt
when human rights are not respected.
From solidarity emanates the option for
the poor, a concept contained in the Bible
that has become more evident to us in
recent times.  Just as God stood with the
poor in the Old Testament and Jesus in the
New Testament, so must we in our times. 

Catholic school students not only study
Catholic social teachings but more impor-
tantly put them into practice through their
service projects. Thus students have the
opportunity to experience poverty first
hand, and, guided by their teachers, ask
the question, "Why are these people
poor?#  This is a far more complex ques-
tion, which students who are immersed in
Christ-centered, person-connected envi-
ronments of Catholic schools seek to
answer through faith and love of Jesus.  It
echoes what my friend, the late
Archbishop Helder Câmara of Brazil used
to say, "When I feed the hungry, they call
me a saint. When I ask why people are
hungry, they call me a Communist.#

What a treasure our Catholic schools
are for our Church and our society*  I offer
my humble and heartfelt expression of
thanks to superintendents, teachers, staffs,
volunteers, and all others who support
them.  Saint Iranaeus of Lyon, who died in
the year 200, once proclaimed that "The
glory of God is the human being fully
alive.# Thanks to the power of the Holy
Spirit, our Catholic schools work tireless-
ly and hopefully to produce students
desirous of reaching that ideal.

catholic education

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops published in 2005 a document
entitled "Renewing Our Commitment to Catholic Elementary and Secondary
Schools in the Third Millennium.# At the bishops! 2008 fall meeting, the 11 New
England bishops, seeking a means to make this document better known and under-
stood by the Catholic community, each agreed to write an article on Catholic
School education each month over the next year. 

OurÊCatholicÊschools:ÊAÊtreasureÊ
forÊourÊChurchÊandÊourÊsociety

HisÊExcellency, theÊMostÊReverend
PeterÊA. Rosazza, D.D.,AuxiliaryÊBishop

andÊVicarÊGeneralÊforÊtheÊHispanicÊApostolate

WEATHERÊEXPERTÑTomÊMessnerÊsharesÊhisÊweatherÊexpertiseÊwithÊfourth-gradersÊinÊtheÊMater
ChristiÊSchoolÊlibraryÊinÊBurlington. Messner, weathermanÊatÊChannelÊ5ÊTV, spentÊ40ÊminutesÊinter-
actingÊwithÊtheÊstudents, illustratingÊweatherÊpatterns, listingÊtheÊinstrumentsÊforÊforecastingÊweath-
erÊandÊsharingÊtheÊfeelingsÊofÊweatherÊforecastersÊwhenÊtheyÊareÊwrongÊinÊtheirÊpredictions.
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1. Bet Giorgis is a building dedicated to
St. George in this African country with a
rich Christian past. St. George is the
patron saint of the country:

a. Mali
b. Ethiopia
c. Yemen

2. George is also patron saint of this
Iberian country, which has only one bor-
der (with Spain):

a. Andorra
b. Ceuta
c. Portugal

3. This city, historically dominated by a
Maronite elite, also has St. George as its
patron:

a. Beirut
b. Damascus
c. Jaffa

4. George is also patron of this Slovenian
city, whose name presents a pronuncia-
tion challenge to many non-Slovenes:

a. Ptuj
b. Split
c. Manamana

5. This military order, which spread the
faith in eastern and northern Europe,
also has George as one of its patrons:

a. The Knights Templar
b. The Teutonic Knights
c. The Hospitallers

6. This one may be a saintly no-brainer.
St. George is patron of:

a. Pen Dragon, Wales
b. the jungle
c. Georgia (the country)

7. Probably because of his chivalric mili-

tary prowess, St. George is a patron of
these:

a. horsemen
b. Druze militias
c. pacifists

8. St. George is the patron of England
and also of this peculiarly named
English society of honor and fame:

a. The Order of the Big Fat Pig
b. The Order of the Garter
c. The Order of Fryes

9. If George had really wanted to slay a
dragon, he would have had to trek to this
island or one of its neighbors:

a. Ireland
b. Malta
c. Komodo

10. George is honored outside the
Catholic world. In the east, he is patron
of Istanbul, better known in Christian
history as: 

a. Nicaea
b. Constantinople
c. Trebizond

11. He is patron of this Russian capital:
a. Moscow
b. St. Petersburg
c. Kiev

12. Young men may know George as
patron of this organization started by
Baden-Powell:

a. The Knights of Mole

b. The Boy Scouts
c. Young Whippersnappers for BP

13. According to Shakespeare, Henry V
used the phrase $God for Harry,
England, and St. George% as a rallying
cry to get his troops to go here:

a. Once more down the pub
b. Once more onto the beach
c. Once more unto the breach

14. George, again because of his military
history, is patron to these, whose tools
include various types such as cross, long
and composite:

a. sword makers
b. archers
c. fry cooks

15. Several towns in Malta such as Gozo
have St. George as a patron, but the link
to George nationally is rather unusual. It
is because the island!s people:

a. were awarded the George Cross, which
is on their flag, by the English King George.

b. almost always (unless Jewish or
Muslim) call their firstborn George or
Georgina.

c. are ethnically originally Georgian and
possibly descendants of St. George.

sharing in faith

ThisÊcolumnÊisÊsponsoredÊ
byÊtheÊVermontÊ

KnightsÊof Columbus.

TheÊCateQUIZÕemÊbyÊDominicÊCamplisson

Ð On the Record Ð

10 The VERMONT CATHOLIC TRIBUNE April 24, 2009

ªLuckyº
Do you hear me

I$m talking to you
Across the water across 

the deep blue ocean
Under the open sky, oh my, 

baby I$m trying
Boy, I hear you in my dreams

I feel your whisper across the sea
I keep you with me in my heart

You make it easier 
when life gets hard

Lucky I$m in love 
with my best friend
Lucky to have been 
where I have been

Lucky to be coming home again

They don$t know 
how long it takes

Waiting for a love like this
Every time we say goodbye
I wish we had one more kiss

I$ll wait for you I promise you,
I will

I$m lucky I$m in love 
with my best friend
Lucky to have been 

where I have been
Lucky to be coming home again

Lucky we$re in love 
in every way

Lucky to have stayed 
where we have stayed

Lucky to be coming home 
someday

And so I$m sailing 
through the sea

To an island where we$ll meet
You$ll hear the music 

fill the air
I$ll put a flower in your hair

Though the breezes 
through trees

Move so pretty you$re 
all I see

As the world keeps 
spinning round

You hold me right here 
right now

(Repeat fifth verse.)

Sung by Jason Mraz 
with Colbie Caillat

Copyright 2008, Atlantic

Jason Mraz$s music has a light
and upbeat style. Off his third
album with the rather enigmatic
title "We Sing, We Dance, We Steal
Things# is his current hit "Lucky,#
which also features Colbie Caillat.

"Lucky# is a reflection by a
couple about just how fortunate
they feel they are to have found
each other. The guy sums up both
their feelings by saying he is
"lucky I$m in love with my best
friend, lucky to have been where I
have been, lucky to be coming
home again, lucky we$re in love in
every way.# He appears to be
caught up in the feeling of
romance, and this is making a big
difference in his life.

Romance isn$t always so easy
and joyful as the song describes.
However, what I like about this
song is its emphasis on perspective.
Even the best of relationships
encounter problems, but if one hap-
pens to be in love with someone
who is also a "best friend,# then that

person has found a gift for life.
The deeper value in this light-

hearted song is how it invites us to
look at our own lives and see how
we too have been "lucky# or, as I
prefer to say, blessed. Whether we
are involved in a romance or not, it
is helpful to take a thorough look
at our lives and see the goodness
that is found.

What are the blessings in your
life? Can you clearly identify how
God$s grace has guided you to the
joys and positive opportunities that
you$ve experienced?

Achieving perspective is impor-
tant for each of us. Most of us may
not have total control over what
happens in our lives, but we do
have power over where we place
our focus. If uncertainties, disap-
pointments, worries or mistakes
are the only places we give linger-
ing attention, then we are likely to
miss appreciating how God also
brings his wonders and blessings
into our lives. We do not have to

deny life$s hurts. Still, we can fos-
ter a perspective that acknowledges
the goodness that is present.

One way to increase this per-
spective is to take a few moments
each day and name something that
leaves you feeling grateful. Briefly
tell God how appreciative you are
for this blessing, whatever it may
be. Like I said above, you don$t
have to pretend that everything is
the way you want it in your life.
Yet, if you notice and voice grati-
tude for something that is a clear
blessing, you will expand your
perspective beyond life$s hurts.
Indeed, you will see that you are
much loved by God.

Sometimes, we may feel
"lucky,# but on other occasions
we feel the opposite, "unlucky.#
We feel what we feel, but what we
put our mental and emotional
attention on is a choice. Feelings
are important, but focus is even
more significant. Today, put your
attention on how you are blessed.

TheÊrightÊperspectiveÊ
onÊrelationships

St.ÊGeorgeÕsÊDayÊisÊApril
27.ÊThisÊquizÊlooksÊatÊ

theÊdragonÊslayer.

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.a, 5.b, 6.c, 7.a, 8.b,
9.c, 10.b, 11.a, 12.b, 13.c, 14.b, 15.a

byÊCharlieÊMartin



everyday prayer

Oddly enough, I have found that my favorite season of the year to knit is summer.
Given the heat that is usually the hallmark of July and August, the thought of some-
thing woolly lying across one$s lap would discourage a lot of people from taking up
this particular hobby at this particular time.  That$s quite understandable; in fact, it$s
very sane thinking.  So let me tell you how I came to "knit two, purl one# while simul-
taneously sitting around the Fourth of July barbecue, toasting marshmallows.

It began the summer before my son$s third birthday.  During the long, lazy afternoons
while his morning playmates took their afternoon naps (which he had given up some 10
months earlier), he would occupy himself playing in the dirt and mud while splashing in
the wading pool in our backyard.  It was my job, of course, to supervise his activities,
often from the relative comfort of a lawn chair placed strategically in the shade.  He was
generally happy playing by himself, with the occasional "Mommy, look*# punctuating
his activity.  While he drove plastic dinosaurs on plastic trucks through the mud, I tried
reading to occupy this quiet time, but found that I couldn$t concentrate on my books as
well as I wanted to.  Just sitting made me too restless; I needed something to do that
would occupy my hands while leaving the rest of me free to interact with my son.

About that time, my husband remarked that he might be interested in owning a
hand-knit sweater, and I saw opportunity opening up before me.  Digging through bags
of needles and yarn, which had been stored away about the time my son was born, I
came up with both a pattern and wool enough to begin "a project.#  I spent nearly an
hour one evening testing my gauge, casting on stitches, and establishing the pattern
called for in the instructions.  It would be a pretty straightforward pullover, nothing
fancy that required a lot of thought ! in other words, perfect for the circumstances in
which I would be working.  And so began the summer of the sweater; as my son played
in his medium of choice ! dirt ! I found my sense of peace in the contemplative act
of knitting.  Together we spent a most wonderful season, which even now we both look
back upon through a kind of halcyon haze.

By the time the sweater was completed, it was also time to wear it.  The weather
started to get nippy around the middle of September and, unlike the relatively laid-back
days of summer, the months that coincided with the school year began to acquire a

frantic tone of busyness that left little time for the slow meditation of knitting.  I still
made things, of course, but now there was a sense of urgency about completing them,
fueled by deadlines that were largely out of my control.  I found that I was longing for
the rest ! and the project ! that would come with the arrival of June.

I still look forward to summertime as a "meditation in yarn.#  This year, I am making
prayer shawls, simple things really, but with a prayer for someone knit into each stitch.
As my hands finger the wool and the needles slide through in a rhythmic pattern of knit
three, purl three, my mind is once again free to contemplate the person I am knitting for.
The product will come in its own time, I know; for the moment, though, it is the process
that is most important.  I have found that I can fit about 10 Hail Marys into each row
stitched.  These shawls have become, in a sense, another kind of rosary for me.

In another time and place, needlework often served as the contemplative part in a
woman$s otherwise overly busy day.  Perhaps it$s time to rediscover how healing such
activities are, and how gently they can lead us into our own prayers from the heart.

$Kay Winchester, author of "Everyday Prayer,# resides in Colchester.

MeditationÊinÊyarn
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MORRISVILLE ! As in the past,
March meant a change for the middle
school students and teachers at the
Bishop John A. Marshall School here. 

During the week referred to as
Minimester, regular classes were put on
the back burner and a series of mini-cours-
es offered, designed to expose students to
a variety of disciplines. Students spent the
week preparing for the school$s produc-
tion of Shakespeare$s "The Tempest,#
learning the art of black-and-white pho-
tography and studying some local
Vermont treasures they might not other-
wise experience in a program called
"Vermont Life.#  The change of pace was
welcomed by students and teachers alike.

For drama students, it was a chance to
become immersed in theater, learning
acting techniques from drama instructors
Richela Renkun Fusco and Molly
Veysey.  Anna Kadinoff, who plays
Antonia, said that she appreciated the
week of drama because it gave students a
chance to flesh out their characters.
Others in the group especially enjoyed
the Renaissance Feast, a lunch with
churches in the area of turkey legs, home-
made bread, salad and cider which they
ate in costume in the company of a "bish-
op# played by Father Francis Prive, pas-
tor of Most Holy Name of Jesus Parish.

Photography students worked with art
teacher Juliet O$Neil on the composition
of photos in a variety of settings. They
also learned how to develop the photos
and produced their own photo collec-
tions by the end of the week. For most
students it was a first-time experience in

the darkroom. The week also gave them
a chance to view scenes from a new per-
spective ! through the lens of a camera. 

Middle schoolers in the Vermont Life
class spent a morning snowshoeing on
the Hardwick Trails and visited local
businesses including Elmore Mountain
Farm, where they were introduced to the
soap-and-lip-balm-making processes by
owners Bunny and Peter Merrill. They
especially enjoyed feeding the goats,
which provide milk for the soap, and
watching the making of a batch of soap.
Other treats for the Vermont Life group
were visits with Trapp Family Lodge pas-
try chef Sue Kern and Green Mountain
Inn food and beverage manager Steve
Truso, during which they not only heard
about cooking and the restaurant busi-
ness, but got to roll up their sleeves and
cook. Samples of their work were passed
around and enjoyed.

A further break from the routine of
school came in the middle of the week
when the whole middle school took a trip
to Canada for a day of tubing at Mont
Avila. When the day turned very wet and
rainy, plan B brought the students to the
Montreal Science Centre, where they saw
an IMAX movie, a computer simulation
of a trip to Mars and many fascinating
interactive exhibits. The most exciting
may have been the chance to ride a uni-
cycle across a tightrope, while attached to
a safety harness. Another favorite was a
game which used brainwaves to move a
ball between two competitors in a tug-of-
war of the mind. Lunch and a walking
tour of Old Montreal completed the day.

BishopÊMarshallÊstudentsÊgetÊ
aÊchangeÊduringÊÔminimesterÕ

191 Lake St., St. Albans, VT  
524-6531 · 800-696-6886

Excellent Selection Used Cars & Trucks

PONTIAC · CADILLAC
BUICK · GMC TRUCK

HandyWell-cared-forÊfamilyÊvacationÊhomeÊ
onÊLakeÊSeymour,ÊVT.ÊÊFullyÊfurnished,
includesÊland,dock,ÊswimÊfloat,Êboats.Ê

ForÊparticulars,Êe-mail
familylifeedu@burlingtontelecom.net

orÊphone:Ê(802)864-5902.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) ! The Vatican has criti-
cized Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad$s
remarks about Israel at a U.N. conference on racism
as "extremist and unacceptable# and said the com-
ments promote an atmosphere of conflict.

At the same time, Vatican officials, including
Pope Benedict XVI, emphasized the importance of
participation in the conference, which was being
boycotted by the United States and several other
Western countries.

Ahmadinejad told conference participants in
Geneva April 20 that Israel had "resorted to military
aggression to make an entire nation homeless under
the pretext of Jewish suffering# and had established a
"totally racist government in the occupied Palestine.#
His comments prompted a temporary walkout by
dozens of diplomats in attendance.

The Vatican spokesman, Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, told Vatican Radio April 20 that "state-
ments like those of the Iranian president do not go in
the right direction, because even if he did not deny the
Holocaust or the right of Israel to exist, he expressed
extremist and unacceptable positions.#

"For this reason it is important to continue to affirm
with clarity the respect for human dignity against every
form of racism or intolerance. We hope the conference
can still serve this purpose,# Father Lombardi said.

The following day, the Vatican spokesman issued a
broader statement, saying that "the Holy See deplores
the use of this United Nations forum for the adoption
of political positions of an extremist and offensive
nature against any state.#

"This does not contribute to dialogue and it pro-
vokes an unacceptable atmosphere of conflict,# it said.

Father Lombardi said the conference was an
important opportunity to take new steps toward
"effectively combating the racism and intolerance
that still today affect children, women, those of
African descent, migrants and indigenous peoples ...
in every part of the world.#

Archbishop Tomasi said it was important for people
not to be distracted by the remarks of the Iranian pres-
ident. Much more significant than Ahmadinejad$s
speech, he said, were the real advances made in the
draft conference document, which recognizes the
Holocaust as something not to be forgotten and con-
demns anti-Semitism as well as intolerance against
other religions.

The archbishop said it was also essential for the
international community to give attention to the new
forms of racism and discrimination that are emerging,
especially against immigrants, the indigenous and the
economically marginalized.

On April 19, Pope Benedict underlined the impor-
tance of the international conference and urged partic-
ipants to take concrete steps to combat discrimination
and intolerance around the world.

The pope, speaking at a noon blessing at his villa
outside Rome, said the conference was important
because, despite the lessons of history, racist attitudes
and actions are still present in contemporary society.

He encouraged participants to take "firm and con-
crete action, at the national and international levels, to
prevent and eliminate every form of racism and intol-
erance.# Above all, he said, a vast educational effort is
needed so that human dignity and fundamental human
rights are better understood and respected.

"For its part, the Church teaches that only recogni-
tion of the dignity of man, created in the image and
likeness of God, is able to constitute a sure reference
point in this commitment,# he said.

"I sincerely encourage all delegates present at the
Geneva conference to work together in a spirit of
mutual dialogue and acceptance in order to put an end
to every form of racism, discrimination and intoler-
ance,# he said.

The Geneva conference was convened to examine a
statement adopted in 2001 at the U.N.$s first confer-
ence on racism held in Durban, South Africa. The
United States and Israel left the 2001 conference when
some Arab representatives argued that Zionism was
equivalent to racism.

The conference in Geneva was being boycotted by
the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
several European governments because of fears that it
would again provide a platform to critics of Israel.

vatican
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CALENDAR OF 
SUMMER RETREATS 2009

June 22-28, 2009
Nurturing Hope: Living the Christian Vision

Barbara Fiand, SNDdeN
July 6-12, 2009

Faith-filled, Faithful and Free
Mary Schneiders, OP

July 13-19, 2009
Growing in Wisdom and Grace;

A Spirituality for Everyday Living
Helene Cote, p.m.
July 20-26, 2009

Mary, Our Model in Faith and Love
Rosina Bechard, FCSCJ

GUIDEDRETREATS

DIRECTEDRETREATS

Depending on available space. Same dates as directed retreats.

PRIVATERETREATS

For more information, please write or call
BERAKAH

96 Fairview Road, Pittsfield, NH  03263
Tel. 603-435-7271 FAX 603-435-6670
e-mail: berakah@aol.com Web site: www.berakah.org

July 13-19, 2009 
Pauline Plante, CSC
July 20-26, 2009

Mary Schneiders, OP

July 6-July 12, 2009
Directed: Rosina Bechard, FCSCJ

Norman Comtois, OMI  
Pauline Plante, CSC
Mary Schneiders, OP

UnidentifiedÊdelegatesÊwalkÊoutÊofÊtheÊassemblyÊhallÊasÊIranÕs
PresidentÊ MahmoudÊAhmadinejadÊ addressesÊ aÊ U.N. confer-
enceÊonÊracismÊatÊtheÊU.N. EuropeanÊheadquartersÊinÊGeneva
AprilÊ20. DozensÊofÊdiplomatsÊwalkedÊoutÊofÊtheÊconference
afterÊAhmadinejadÊaccusedÊIsraelÊofÊbeingÊtheÊÒmostÊcruelÊand
racistÊregime.Ó (CNSÊphoto/DenisÊBalibouse, Reuters)

Catholic Reporter, an independent national Catholic
newspaper based in Kansas City, Mo., said it had
obtained a copy of LCWR$s letter to its members.

NCR reported that Cardinal Levada described the
assessment as a follow-up to a 2001 meeting between
LCWR leaders and officials of the doctrinal congrega-
tion, at which the women religious were asked to
report on "the initiatives taken or planned# to promote
acceptance of Vatican teachings on "the problem of
homosexuality,# the ordination of women to the priest-
hood and the 2000 declaration "Dominus Iesus.#

"Given both the tenor and the doctrinal content of
various addresses given at the annual assemblies of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious in the
intervening years, this dicastery can only conclude
that the problems which had motivated its request in
2001 continue to be present,# Cardinal Levada wrote,
according to NCR.

The Church teaches that all homosexual acts are
morally wrong but affirms the dignity of those with
homosexual inclinations and says that having such an
inclination is not in itself sinful.

In the 1994 apostolic letter "Ordinatio
Sacerdotalis,# Pope John Paul II reaffirmed Church
teaching that the Church "has no authority whatsoever
to confer priestly ordination on women.#

In its statement, LCWR said the organization
"faces this process with confidence, believing that the
conference has remained faithful to its mission of ser-
vice to leaders in congregations of women religious
as they seek to further the mission of Christ in today$s
world.#

Sister Annmarie said LCWR officials would meet
with Cardinal Levada April 22 at the Vatican as part
of their regular annual consultation with Vatican
offices. The meeting had been scheduled before the
doctrinal assessment was announced, she said.

(Continued from page 1)

OfficialsÊobjectÊtoÊIranianÊ
presidentÕsÊremarksÊonÊIsrael

VaticanÊordersÊÔdoctrinalÊassessmentÓ



By Deacon Pete Gummere
Make no mistake about it: How we

die makes a big difference* 
Do we remain grounded in Catholic

moral principle up to the very end?  Or
do we make compromises by accept-
ing ! either for ourselves or for our
loved ones ! options that defy moral
law in the interest of either misplaced
comfort or expediency?  Some medical
practices are quite common, but
nonetheless seriously wrong.

ÒTerminalÊPalliative
SedationÊÉÓ

Foremost among them is a proce-
dure often given the seemingly innocu-
ous name of "comfort care,# but more
properly called "terminal palliative
sedation with dehydration and starva-
tion.#  Under this practice, a patient in
the late stages of a terminal disease is
supplied with heavy doses of medica-
tion ! for example, the narcotic mor-
phine ! ostensibly to relieve pain.  In
reality, the medication doses are
increased until the patient dies. During
the interval between going on medica-
tion and death, the patient is uncon-
scious.  The patient is deprived of flu-
ids and nutrition. 

The moral problem, of course, is
that this procedure is a means of has-
tening death under the guise of pain
relief.  Frequently, the medical chart
even states a reason for the high dose
of medication as being "to relieve
pain.#

I know of one case where terminal
palliative sedation and dehydration
were recommended for the mother of

a deacon friend of mine about six
months before his mother actually
died.  His mom was in the early-to-
middle stages of Alzheimer$s disease
and had broken her hip.  Fortunately,
the deacon has an excellent moral
compass and knew how to respond.
He simply said that his mother would
get nutrition and hydration and suffi-
cient pain medication, or he wanted
her transferred immediately to a hos-
pital where she would get that level of
care.

My friend knew that a person$s
inherent human dignity is not lost
because that person has Alzheimer$s
and a broken hip.  He knew that you
don$t hasten the death of someone; and
that is precisely what was being pro-
posed.

In about a week, the deacon and his
mother were praying the rosary togeth-
er and carrying on a conversation*

ÒPalliativeÊCareÓ
I do want to stress that "terminal

palliative sedation and dehydration# is
not to be confused with "palliative
care.#  Palliative care is a broad term
encompassing a wide variety of prac-
tices aimed at symptom management.
As such, it is morally acceptable.  It
may be done in conjunction with hos-
pice care or separate from hospice.  It
enables a patient to cope with the dis-
ease and its effects, including pain.
But it also includes a full array of psy-
chosocial issues.   

There are many excellent palliative
care and hospice resources around the
state.  And most physicians, hospitals,

nursing homes and hospices will honor
your instructions, or the instructions of
your health care agent.

VermontÊCatholicÊAdvance
DirectiveÊ(VCAD)

You can communicate your instruc-
tions for your health care and appoint
an agent to act on your behalf in the
event that you become unable to com-
municate by executing a Vermont
Catholic Advance Directive, which has
been developed to comply with
Catholic teaching on end-of-life issues
and with Vermont law.  (Some forms
for advance directives do not comply
with Catholic teaching on end-of-life
issues.)  If you do complete and sign a
VCAD, it is important that your agent
follows Catholic teaching at end of life
on your behalf.

AÊDifferentÊWorld
This world is quite different than the

one in which many of us grew up.  By
informing ourselves about Church

teaching, we can remain true to our
faith and find our way to heaven.

HereÊinÊVermont

There is a bill in the Legislature,
H.435, An Act Relating to Palliative
Care.  The bill is an effort to improve
the quality of and the access to pallia-
tive care and hospice care in Vermont.
The overall impact of the bill would be
positive.  However, we need to keep
vigilant watch over legislative activity
in this session*  At any moment, laud-
able efforts to promote compassionate
care at end of life may undergo a meta-
morphosis into the physician-assisted
suicide (PAS) bill that was vehemently
rejected by the Legislature last session.

$Deacon Pete Gummere is a member of
St. John the Evangelist Church in St.
Johnsbury. He specializes in health care
ministry and health care ethics.  He
teaches Medical Morality in the gradu-
ate program for deacons at the Pontifical
College Josephinum in Columbus, OH.

M o n t p e l i e r
M a t t e r s
L E G I S L AT I V E A L E R T
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dignity of human life

AÊBigÊDifference

Power Equipment, Inc.
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S. R. Smith Real Estate 
353 Fairfax Rd., St. Albans, VT 05478 (off I-89, Exit 19)

802-524-6717    www.SRSmithRealEstate.com
Rachel Smith,CRS, ABR, GRI, SRES, Owner/Broker
. Senior Real Estate Specialist

. Residential/Investment/Commercial

. Retirement Homes ' Farms

. New Construction

. Accredited Buyer Representation

Rachel$s experience also includes being an owner/broker developer of
the custom-designed popular Grice Brook Retirement Community.
$SENIOR DISCOUNTS%for senior real estate services.

As a Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES):
She helps you make wise decisions about:

. selling family home/reverse mortgage

. buying rental property

. managing capital gains ' estate taxes

. moving to a senior community, etc.

New Ahlborn-Galanti and Viscount Organs
Used Church Organs, Organ Repair

1-800-776-2935    www.vermontchurchorgans.com
HARMONY HOUSE

WhatÊyouÊcanÊdo
1. Stay alert to news about what is going on in the Legislature.  Contact your
legislators (representatives and senators) and let them know that you want the
Legislature to reject any physician-assisted suicide bill, by whatever name or
under any disguise.

2. You can also review relevant sections of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church dealing with euthanasia, sections 2276 through 2279.  It is good read-
ing and quite straightforward.

3. Check out these resources: "Palliative Care: AGuide for Vermont Catholics#
is a booklet covering these topics in more detail. It can be accessed online and
printed: www.vermontcatholic.org/files/458/PalliativeCare.pdf.  "On Holy
Ground: A Catholic Instruction on Christian Death# is a brochure covering
the topic of assisted suicide. It can be accessed online and printed:
www.vermontcatholic.org/files/458/OnHolyGroundBrochure.pdf

4. The Vermont Catholic Advance Directive can be accessed online and print-
ed from the diocesan Web site and is available by contacting Kathy Fisher at
the Marriage, Family and Respect Life Office at 802-658-6110.  Those inter-
ested may arrange for speakers to present the Vermont Catholic Advance
Directive to parish groups.



Tuesday, April 28
ESSEX JUNCTION ! The feast of St. Gianna Berretta

Molla (1922-2004), wife, mother and doctor, will be celebrat-
ed at Holy Family Church with Mass at 7 p.m. followed by a
reception and the viewing of "Love Is a Choice,# a film about
her life.  St. Gianna represents the "modern day saint# ! a
person who, despite the demands of marriage, children and
career life, kept the Gospel as the core of her being. For more
information, call the parish office at 878-5331.
Sunday, May 3

NORTH BENNINGTON ! A Marian service with
hymns, the recitation of the rosary and a May crowning is
scheduled starting at 1 p.m. in the Mary$s Garden at St. John
the Baptist Church. The program is sponsored by the
Madonna Della Strada Garden Guild.

NORTH TROY ! There will be a hot buffet dinner at St.
Vincent de Paul Church, 18 North Pleasant St., beginning at
11 a.m. until all are served.  The cost is %9 for adults, %5 for
children 5-12 and free for children under five. The maxi-
mum per immediate family is %30. For more information,
call 988-2560.

SOUTH HERO ! Today at 2 p.m. the Ladies Guild of St.
Rose of Lima Parish will host their
annual spring tea.  The %10 admission
includes tickets for the door-prize
drawings. The menu will include
special teas, tea cakes and sand-
wiches. For more information,
call Bette at 372-4092. Hats and
gloves are encouraged.
Thursday, May 7

ESSEX JUNCTION ! There
will be a prayer meeting at St.
Lawrence Rectory on West Street
at 7 p.m. Meetings are generally
each first and third Thursday of the month and include praise
and worship, spiritual teachings and petitions. Healing prayer
is offered. For more information, call Jeannine Dattilio at 862-
1390 or Janet Hatin at 864-5057.
Saturday, May 9

BENNINGTON ! The first Sacred Heart St. Francis de
Sales Dodgeball Tournament will take place today. Each
team will play a minimum of two games in this double-elim-
ination tournament. Playtime for each game is 10 minutes
(running clock). Referees will monitor all games to ensure
safe and fair play. The top three teams will receive prizes.
The event takes place from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the SHSF parish
center. Age brackets are: 10-12, 11-14, 15-17, 18-25, 25>.
Cost: preregistration %25 per team of five players, or event-day
registration %40 per team of five players. Entry fee %1 per non-
player, 50/50 sales and a light food concession will be avail-
able. The tournament is organized by SHSF confirmation
candidates to benefit His Pantry and the eighth-grade class of
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales School. Registration forms
are available in the parish office or by calling Alex Romac at
442-2401 or Kevin Antognioni at 447-0937.

SteeplesÊ&ÊFaces
The Catholic Daughters of Court
Fanny Allen <1060 are sponsoring a
huge indoor lawn sale and rum-
mage sale(clothing) at Holy Family
parish hall in Essex Junction on May
8 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and May 9 from
9 a.m.-1 p.m. There will be a variety
of items along with baked goods for
sale. For more information, call Chris
at 879-3705 or Brooke at 878-5879.

The Most Holy Trinity Parish Golf
Tournament for the benefit of St. Paul
School in Barton is scheduled for Sept.
12. For more information, call
Madeleine Roy at 873-3217, evenings.

Two students from Mater Christi
School in Burlington won prizes
in the middle school division of
the Vermont Foreign Language
Association poster contest and were
honored at the Statehouse in
Montpelier on March 18. The two
students were Tara Gallagher, grade
six, who took second place in the
"Speak Up for Languages# poster
contest, and Siena Teare, grade six,
who was awarded honorable men-
tion. The winning posters were dis-
played at the VFLA convention ear-
lier this school year, and all of the
sixth-graders$ posters were on display
in the middle school for Foreign
Language Week March 22-27. Each
day at Mater Christi began with stu-
dents making announcements over
the school$s intercom system in their
native languages of French, Korean,
Russian, Italian, Thai, German and
Spanish. On Friday, instead of their
regular uniforms, the students wore
costumes of other nations or the col-

ors of other nations$flags. French pas-
tries from Mirabelle$s were available
for sale that day also.

Last month, students from a number of
Northeast Kingdom-area public and
private schools participated in the
Science Fair at Lyndon State College.
Good Shepherd Catholic School$s
award winners included Michele
Mackay, who won first place in the
seventh/eighth-grade division with her
study of tendencies in cheating. Kara
Downing, Isaac Woods and Brandon
Wells swept the fifth/sixth-grade divi-
sion, winning first, second and third
place, respectively, for their projects
about the effects of scary movies on
one$s thinking, comparing "dissolv-
ability# in multivitamins, and deter-
mining the effectiveness of various
house insulations. Good Shepherd
Catholic School is in St. Johnsbury.

St. John the Evangelist Church in St.
Johnsbury is conducting an ongoing
series called $Catholics Returning
Home%on six consecutive Thursdays
at 7 p.m. The series began April 16 and
continues through May 21. Sessions
take place in the Father Joseph Lively
Center on Summer Street in St.
Johnsbury. These sessions are for non-
practicing Catholics who are seeking
answers to questions about returning
to the Church. There will be informal
sharing and an update on the Catholic
faith. For more details, call Sally or
Bill Young at 748-3930, David Baker
at 748-6878, Barbara Pastula at 563-
2531, or Diane Bailey at 626-5889.

Students from Christ the King
School in Rutland for the first time
attended the State Science Fair recent-
ly. Maggie Sanborn was awarded the
U.S. Stockholm Junior Water Prize
from the Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources and the Department of
Environmental Conservation for an
outstanding project in environmental
science. Sally Hogan earned the North

Country Section of the Society of
Women Engineers Outstanding
Science Fair Project in engineering,
physics, computer science or math.

The deadline to enroll in the Institute
for Catholic Enrichment Program
has been extended to May 15. Open to
adults over the age of 21, classes take
place on Saturday mornings for 2.5
hours between September and May.
Topics include human development
and knowledge of God, God$s Word
Revealed in Time, Old and New
Testaments, and Ecclesiology: Church
and Ministry. Applications and infor-
mation are available on the diocesan
Web site at www.vermontcatholic.org
under "departments# and then
"Catholic Formation.# Click on
"Institute for Catholic Enrichment.#
Interested persons may call Dorothy
Barewicz, associate director, at 658-
6110, ext. 1130. 

Acenacle (hourof prayer)takes place
in St. Andrew Church in Waterbury on
the first Tuesday of each month, from
5:30-6:30 p.m. For more information
on this devotion to the Blessed Mother,
call Patty Gardner at 522-9619. 

From May 7-17, St. Bridget Parish in
West Rutland will host a visitation of
the Missionary Image of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.A novena is scheduled
daily. On May 16 there will be a Mass
at 4 p.m. with a traditional procession
with music. Dinner is to follow fea-
turing Mexican fare. Call the rectory
at 438-2490 for more information.

William Shakespeare!s $The
Tempest%was performed at the
Bishop John A. Marshall School in
Morrisville earlier this month. It was
directed by Richela Renkun-Fusco,
assisted by Molly Veysey. The cast
was made up of students in grades
five through eight. View photos from
the production by clicking on the
"monthly album# at www.bjams.org.

April/May
Happening s
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Submissions andÊevents
forÊtheÊMayÊ8ÊissueÊof

TheÊVermontÊCatholicÊTribune
mustÊbeÊreceived

onÊorÊbeforeÊAprilÊ28.ÊÊPleaseÊsend
submissionsÊforÊAroundÊtheÊDiocese,

SteeplesÊandÊFaces,Ê
andÊtheÊCalendarÊtoÊ

catholictribune@yahoo.com.

PILGRIMAGEÊTOÊORATORYÊÑ
MembersÊ ofÊ theÊ St. Joseph
ConfraternityÊmakeÊanÊannual
pilgrimageÊ toÊ St. Joseph
OratoryÊ inÊ Montreal. The
ConfraternityÊofÊSt. JosephÊis
basedÊ inÊ theÊ Burlington
DioceseÊ andÊ meetsÊ atÊ St.
JosephÊ Co-CathedralÊ in
BurlingtonÊ everyÊ second
MondayÊofÊtheÊmonthÊatÊ6:30
p.m. forÊ rosary, Eucharistic
Adoration, venerationÊofÊSt.
Joseph,businessÊmeetingÊandÊa
lightÊdinner.

MATERÊCHRISTIÊRETREATÊÑÊEdmundite
FatherÊRaymondÊDohertyÊcelebratesÊMass
forÊtheÊeighth-gradeÊretreatantsÊinÊthe
ChapelÊofÊSt. MichaelÊtheÊArchangelÊatÊSt.
MichaelÕsÊ CollegeÊ inÊ Colchester. Forty
eighth-gradersÊfromÊtheÊBurlingtonÊCatholic
schoolÊhadÊaÊsuccessfulÊretreatÊdayÊatÊthe
collegeÊrecently.ThreeÊwitnessÊandÊservice
talksÊwereÊgivenÊbyÊSMCÊstudents:Michelle
Lynch, EllenÊDesmondÊandÊEricÊLarkin.The
retreatÊdayÊofferedÊmomentsÊofÊquiet
reflection, groupÊworkÊonÊpostersÊbasedÊon
theÊtalks, celebrationÊofÊtheÊliturgyÊand
otherÊactivities, includingÊlunchÊhostedÊby
theÊOfficeÊofÊEdmunditeÊCampusÊMinistry.



BURLINGTON ! Mercy Connections,
Inc. will honor the Woman$s Small
Business Program and two area women,
Margaret (Peggy) Williams, a leader in
higher education, and Mary Powell, a
leader in Vermont energy. Both women are
closely connected to the Women$s Small
Business Program which is celebrating 20
years of supporting women-owned busi-
nesses in Vermont. 

When the Sisters of Mercy sold Trinity
College in Burlington in 2001, they wanted
to continue their legacy of educating
women and founded Mercy Connections.
The Women$s Small Business Program
was brought from the college and became
one of the three programs at Mercy
Connections.

"It is very exciting to be celebrating 20
years of this unique women$s business pro-
gram and to acknowledge the 1,000 women
graduates and their many and varied busi-
nesses,# said Betsy Ferries, executive
director of Mercy Connections.

This year the McAuley Award, which
recognizes an individual who promotes sys-
tem change and the empowerment of
women through education, mentoring and

transition support as they seek to experience
the fullness of life, will be given to Margaret
(Peggy) Williams, a leader in higher educa-
tion. While associate academic dean, chair
of the Business and Economics Department
and associate professor at Trinity, she was a
defining factor behind the establishment of
the Women$s Small Business Program. She
also served as president of Lyndon State
College from 1989-1997 and as president of
Ithaca College from 1997-2008 .

"Peggy$s enduring message to women,
older and younger, is to develop yourself
personally and professionally, (and) under-
stand that it is your personal responsibility
to do this. Do not expect others to do it for
you,# said Ferries. "In addition, she contin-
ually demonstrated her personal and pro-
fessional commitment to community ser-
vice and her profound belief that everyone
must take their place at the table of com-
munity responsibility no matter how small
the setting might be.#

This year$s Women$s Small Business
Award will be given to Mary Powell, pres-
ident and chief executive officer of Green
Mountain Power. Powell led the restructur-
ing efforts of this traditional electric utility,

which became the backbone of the compa-
ny$s reinvention of business process and
customer delivery improvements. 

In 2004, Powell was named as one of
Fast Company Magazine$s "Fast 50
Champions# for her innovative efforts to
transform GMP to an organization that val-
ues speed, efficiency and high quality cus-
tomer service.

Powell moved to Vermont for its special
quality of life in 1989 and graduated from
the Women$s Small Business Program in
1991. Shortly after graduating, she started
and has owned two small businesses, a
company called HRworks, Inc., a human
resources management company, and Spot
the Dog, a business that manufactures and
sells protective outerwear for animals. 

The luncheon will feature the premiere
showing of the Women$s Small Business

Program video, in which graduates and
their dedicated trainers will describe the
essence of this unique program, illustrating
how the resulting small businesses have
contributed to Vermont$s economy during
the last 20 years.

The signature event luncheon will take
place Tuesday, May 19, at the Sunset
Ballroom, located atop Comfort Suites
(formerly the Holiday Inn Express) in
South Burlington. This second annual
event will be emceed by Sister of Mercy
Janice Ryan and Lisa Ventriss.  To register,
call Donna Maloska at 846-7063 or e-mail
her at dmaloska@mercyconnections.org.

This Mercy Connections luncheon is
made possible through the support of the
following sponsors: Green Mountain
Power, Green Mountain Coffee Roasters,
KeyBank and Seven Days.
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AnnualÊluncheonÊtoÊhonorÊWomenÕsÊSmallÊBusinessÊPro gram

BRATTLEBORO ! Emily Zraunig, a
seventh-grader at St. Michael School in
Brattleboro, has been named April$s "stu-
dent of the month# in the WTSA$s State
Farm Student of the Month program.

Emily has been a student at
the school since first grade and
is dedicated to her studies, has
willingness to try and works
hard for her grades. 

"She not only is a good stu-
dent, she is also a fine young
woman who is liked by all,#
according to her nomination.
"She approaches all aspects of
her daily life with a smile on her
face. She always conducts her-
self in a manner that makes our faculty
proud. Emily is eager to help in our
school community wherever and whenev-
er needed. When asked, she doesn$t hesi-
tate to spend time in the kindergarten and
first-grade classrooms to help the teacher

with reading or a project.# 
Emily, of Greenfield, Mass., takes

pride in her academics, respects herself
and others and willingly serves in her
school community when necessary.

Emily was presented the award
during a recent school Mass.

Once a month, the WTSA
panel of judges will select a
student from nominations to be
WTSA$s State Farm Student of
the Month. Each month,
WTSA will award one area stu-
dent a %25 gift certificate for
school supplies from Newton
Business and a free large pizza
from Pizza Hut in Brattleboro. 

Each monthly winner will then be
entered in a grand-prize drawing in June,
and that winner will receive a %500 sav-
ings bond from Brattleboro Savings and
Loan and a %500 savings bond from State
Farm Insurance. 

CatholicÊschoolÊstudent
isÊWTSAÊÔStudentÊof theÊMonthÕ

EmilyÊZraunig

LITTLEÊPEOPLEÊÑÊEachÊyear, firstÊCommunion
familiesÊofÊSt.ThomasÊChurchÊinÊUnderhillÊCenter
createÊaÊÒlittleÊpersonÓ representingÊtheirÊchild.
WhenÊallÊtheÊÒlittleÊpeopleÓ areÊfinished, theyÊare
putÊonÊaÊbigÊbannerÊandÊhungÊinÊtheÊchurchÊfor
firstÊCommunion.TheirÊnamesÊareÊputÊunderÊtheir
Òperson,Ó soÊthatÊtheÊparishÊcommunityÊcanÊpray
forÊthem. EveryÊyearÊwhenÊallÊtheÊbannersÊcom-
pletedÊoverÊtheÊpastÊ12ÊyearsÊareÊhungÊupÊforÊthe
firstÊCommunionÊÒJesusÊRetreat,Ó manyÊpeople
delightÊinÊseeingÊthem,particularlyÊtheÊconfirmation
studentsÊrecognizingÊthemselvesÊfromÊsoÊlongÊago.

SpringÊisÊhere!
Embrace your spirituality 

by reading 
The Vermont Catholic Tribune!

MailÊto:The Vermont Catholic Tribune
P. O. Box 489, Burlington, VT  05402-0489

SendÊsubscriptionÊto:
Name_________________________________

Address_________________________________

City________________State_____ZIP________

Parish_________________________________

E-mail:_________________________________

SubscribeÊtoday!

$12.00 annual fee enclosed.

MIDDLEBURY ! Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish here hosted a
"Giving Sunday# in February and one in
March, surpassing goals and collecting
about 2,000 pounds of canned goods and
about %3,500.

The food will be distributed to a local
food shelf, and the funds will stay in the
parish to be used for the needy at the dis-
cretion of the pastor.

Giving Sundays were "very well
received,# said Father William Beaudin,
pastor.

He reviewed the parish$s plans with the
local ecumenical group, which also
embraced the idea of Giving Sundays.
Other churches collected an additional
12,000 pounds of food for the food shelf.

John Fallon, a parish council member
at the Catholic church, said this was an
important new project this year because

"we felt the need within the community.#
The drive$s success, he added, "speaks

well of the parish to recognize needs with-
in the community and do whatever we can
to help people,# especially in difficult eco-
nomic times.

MiddleburyÊparishÊcollectsÊfood,
moneyÊtoÊhelpÊpeopleÊinÊneed

FoodÊisÊpiledÊinÊfrontÊofÊtheÊaltarÊatÊAssumption
ofÊtheÊBlessedÊVirginÊMaryÊChurchÊinÊMiddlebury
onÊitsÊwayÊtoÊaÊlocalÊfoodÊshelfÊasÊpartÊofÊthe
GivingÊSundayÊprogram.
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Jesus had been crucified, and he was
dead. But that was not the end. When
Mary had gone to visit the tomb, she
found it empty, and Jesus was gone.
Then he appeared to her. Later he also
appeared to Peter.

Jesus also walked along with two of
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, but
as he talked to them, he prevented them
from recognizing him. He pretended not
to know about the events that had just
happened, so they told him about them.
Then he also told them about the
Scriptures, and later he revealed to them
who he was.

When all of the disciples were talk-
ing about what had happened, Jesus
suddenly was with them and said,
"Peace be with you.# They reacted as if
they had seen a ghost.

Then Jesus asked them, "Why are
you troubled? And why do questions
arise in your hearts?# He moved closer
to his friends and stretched out his
hands, palms up. "Look at my hands
and my feet, that it is I myself.#

Jesus could see that his disciples
were still unable to believe that it really
was him. "Touch me and see,# he told
them, "because a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you can see I have.#

Then the disciples believed and knew
that it was Jesus and he was alive again.

They rejoiced to have him back with
them.

"Have you anything here to eat?#
Jesus asked. The disciples had some
baked fish, and they shared that with
Jesus.

After he had eaten, Jesus said,
"These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that every-
thing written about me in the law of
Moses and in the prophets and psalms
must be fulfilled.#

Jesus wanted his disciples to under-
stand as much as possible before he left

them. "Thus it is written that the
Messiah would suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day and that repen-
tance, for the forgiveness of sins, would
be preached in his name to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things.#

When he was sure that his disciples
were paying close attention to what he
was telling them, Jesus said, "And
(behold) I am sending the promise of
my Father upon you; but stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from
on high.#

By Joe Sarnicola

PUZZLE:

SPOTLIGHT ON SAINTS:
St. Peter Chanel

Peter Louis-Marie Chanel (1803-
1841) was born in France and tended his
father$s sheep when he was a boy. 

Fortunately, the local priest noticed
an intelligence and pureness of spirit in
the boy that prompted him to ask Peter$s
parents if he could enroll Peter in the
Latin school of the diocese. Peter started
attending school, and his pleasant per-
sonality earned him the respect of his
teachers and the other students.

After he was ordained a priest, he
served in a very difficult parish neigh-
borhood. Wanting to become a mission-
ary, he joined the Society of Mary, but
they assigned him as a teacher for sever-
al years. In 1836 Peter was part of a mis-
sionary team to the Pacific islands. Peter
and the missionaries converted many
non-Christians to Christianity, but when
the king$s son asked to be baptized, the
king became furious and ordered the
missionaries killed.

We honor him on March 28.

1. How did the disciples react
when they first saw Jesus?

2. What did Jesus tell his
disciples to wait for?

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Luke 24

Q&A

BIBLE ACCENT:

bible trivia:
At the end of the last chapter

of Luke, where is it that Jesus
ascends to?

Answer:Heaven.

Jesus appears to his disciplesJesus appears to his disciples

Answers: Ezekiel, Ezra, Isaiah, Thomas.

1. Matthew
2. Ezekiel
3. James
4. Jude
5. Ezra

Write the names below that are not
books of the New Testament:

6. Romans
7. Isaiah
8. Thomas
9. John
10. Ephesians

Luke wrote one of the four Gospels.
He used eyewitness accounts and sever-
al written sources for his work, one
being the Gospel of Mark.

In the first chapter of Luke, the
author tells a man named Theophilus
that he wanted to write a narrative of
the life of Jesus "in an orderly
sequence.# Throughout his writings,
Luke frequently uses the Greek instead
of Hebrew or Aramaic for the names of
some of the people and places he talks
about. This indicates he was probably
trying to reach gentiles as well as Jews.

Luke also is said to be the author of
the Acts of the Apostles.

As a result of Luke$s writings, we
have his perspective on the life of Jesus
and a history of the early Christians and
the foundation of the church.


