
VICAR GENERAL
The Reverend Monsignor
John J. McDermott, J.C.L.
is appointed Vicar General of the
Diocese of Burlington while retain-
ing responsibilities as Chancellor
and other already designated dioce-
san positions, including Defender
of the Bond and Promoter of
Justice for the Diocesan Tribunal.

(Effective June 1, 2009)

FULL-TIME RECTOR and VICAR GENERAL
The Reverend Monsignor
Peter A. Routhier is appointed
full-time Rector, St. Joseph Co-
Cathedral, Burlington, Vermont,
while retaining responsibilities 
as Vicar General for the Diocese 
of Burlington.

(Effective June 1, 2009) 

MODERATOR OF THE CURIA
And VICE-CHANCELLOR  

The Reverend Daniel E. White
is appointed Moderator of the
Curia and Vice-Chancellor of the
Diocese of Burlington, while
retaining responsibilities as
Diocesan Director of Vocations 
and Dean of the 
Burlington Deanery. 

(Effective June 1, 2009)

JUDICIAL VICAR AND PASTOR
The Reverend 
Daniel J. Jordan, J.C.L.while
retaining the offices of Judicial
Vicar of the Diocese 
of Burlington and Pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Parish,
Enosburg, Vermont, concludes his
service as Vice-Chancellor 
of the Diocese of Burlington.

(Effective June 1, 2009)

PASTOR
The Reverend
Justin J. Baker
is appointed Pastor 
of St. Patrick Parish, Wallingford,
Vermont, while remaining 
Pastor of Christ the King Parish,
Rutland, Vermont. 

(Effective July 1, 2009) 

The Reverend 
Henry P. Furman
is appointed Pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Parish, 
Castleton, Vermont, 
and St. Paul Parish, 
Orwell, Vermont.  

(Effective July 1, 2009) 

The Reverend Karl A. Hahr
is appointed Pastor of All Saints
Parish, Richford, Vermont; Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish, East
Berkshire, Vermont; and St.
Isidore Parish, Montgomery
Center, Vermont.

(Effective July 1, 2009) 
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My dear brother priests, all my brothers and
sisters in Christ,

On March 16, 2009, His Holiness, Pope
Benedict XVI, announced a special !Year of the
Priest" which begins on June 19, 2009, the
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and
continues up to that same date in 2010.

In his letter to all bishops throughout the world
about this prayerful observation, issued on April 3,
2009, at Vatican City, His Eminence, Claudio
Cardinal Hummes, Prefect of the Congregation for
the Clergy, wrote:  !The Year of the Priest repre-
sents an important opportunity to contemplate once
more and with grateful awe the work of the Lord,
who, #on the night he was betrayed$ (1 Cor. 11:3),
willed to institute the ministerial Priesthood, link-
ing it inseparably to the Eucharist, the source and
summit of the life of the whole Church."  During
this year, we priests, with the prayerful support of
our deacons, religious and laity, are called to reded-
icate our lives to the Eternal High Priest and to con-
template how we, who act !in persona Christi," are
called to bring His presence into the world.

On the day that we priests were ordained, the

BishopÊSalvatoreÊR. Matano, BishopÊofÊBurlington, celebratesÊMassÊinÊtheÊRossÊSportsÊCenterÊatÊSt. MichaelÕsÊCollegeÊin
ColchesterÊtoÊopenÊtheÊDioceseÊofÊBurlingtonÕsÊConvocationÊofÊCatholicÊSchoolsÊMayÊ18. CatholicÊschoolÊstudents, teachers,
administratorsÊandÊpastorÕsÊgatheredÊatÊtheÊevent. (PhotoÊbyÊCoriÊFugereÊUrban)

OfficialÊassignments
pastoral letter on the

(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 3)

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of Burlington, hereby makes the following appointments:
YearÊof the
Priesthood

SeeÊstoryÊandÊphotosÊonÊpageÊ8.



PollsÊfindÊmoreÊAmericans
callÊthemselvesÊ
Ôpro-lifeÕÊthanÊÔpro-choiceÕ

WASHINGTON (CNS) % Less than four months into
President Barack Obama$s term, opinion polls are finding
that Americans are taking a dramatic turn toward greater
opposition to abortion. A poll conducted May 7-10 as part
of the annual Gallup !Values and Beliefs" survey found
that a majority of Americans (51 percent) described them-
selves as !pro-life" with respect to the abortion issue,
while only 42 percent said they were !pro-choice." The
results were made public May 15. It marked the first time
since Gallup began asking the question in 1995 that more
respondents said they were pro-life than pro-choice, and
was a shift of 7-8 percentage points from a year earlier,
when 50 percent said they were pro-choice and 44 percent
said they were pro-life. Obama is a strong supporter of
keeping abortion legal. Some groups that promote abor-
tion have said his November 2008 election was a mandate
to expand access to, and federal funding of, abortion. A
separate Gallup Poll daily survey conducted May 12-13
found that 50 percent of Americans described themselves
as pro-life and 43 percent as pro-choice.

CanadianÊCatholicÊ
physiciansÊdiscussÊ
threatsÊtoÊconscienceÊrights

OTTAWA (CNS) % Physicians cannot be forced to vio-
late their consciences but can be punished for respecting
them, a professor from Montreal$s McGill University told
a group of Canadian Catholic doctors. Douglas Farrow,
associate professor of religious studies at McGill,
acknowledged that conscience rights are under threat in

North America, but urged the physicians gathered in
Ottawa to !avoid the language of coercion" when speak-
ing of the threats. !Don't concede in your speech what you
hope not to concede when you face the test," he said May
9 during a 3-day conference, !Conscience and the
Physician." Farrow also asked doctors not to abandon
fields like obstetrics and gynecology, to adhere to
Hippocratic principles and to inform themselves of the
differences between Catholic and utilitarian ethics. He
reminded them to remember the Great Physician, !who
has power to save body and soul alike, and to silence crit-
ics. Don$t just be doctors, then, however well-educated,"
he said. !Be people who are recognizable as having been
with Jesus."

VaticanÊMuseumÊdirector
worksÊtoÊprotectÊart,Ê
whileÊkeepingÊitÊpublic

ROME (CNS) % Accommodating ever-increasing
crowds while protecting priceless works of art for future
generations is the greatest challenge museum directors
are facing today, said Antonio Paolucci, director of the
Vatican Museums. With 18 months under his belt as
chief of the vast collection gathered by popes over the
centuries, Paolucci also said his job was to educate
museum visitors, who often do not understand what they
are looking at. He recently told architecture students at
La Sapienza University in Rome that the famous
labyrinth of galleries he oversees was !the archetype of
all museums," unique in its history and formation but
also difficult to manage for those same reasons.
Paolucci, the longtime director of the Uffizi Galleries in
Florence, was appointed director of the Vatican
Museums in December 2007. He is one of Italy$s most
prominent cultural spokesmen.

CureÊattributedÊ
toÊintercessionÊof Australia's
BlessedÊMaryÊMacKillop

PERTH, Australia (CNS) % Australia$s first potential
saint appears closer to canonization after a Vatican med-
ical board concluded that there was !no scientific expla-
nation" for a cure attributed to the intercession of Blessed
Mary MacKillop. Sister Anne Derwin, head of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart, said in a May 11 state-
ment that the medical board$s conclusion is a !very
encouraging step" in the process of Blessed MacKillop
being recognized as Australia$s first saint by the Catholic
Church. Blessed MacKillop co-founded the Sisters of St.
Joseph with Father Julian Tenison Woods in 1866 to edu-
cate poor children in outback settlements. She was beati-
fied by the late Pope John Paul II in 1995. The order
expects Blessed MacKillop to be canonized in Rome
within the next 18 months, St. Joseph Sister Judith Sippel,
project manager for the sisters$ canonization committee,
told the Australian bishops$ National Catholic Media
Congress May 5 in Sydney. The miracle attributed to
Blessed MacKillop$s intercession was the 1995 cure of a
woman suffering from an invasive and inoperable cancer.
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My dear brother priests, all my brothers
and sisters in Christ,

So often we are told how
very !hectic" our world has
become. And yet we know that,
despite all the hustle and bustle,
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
remains forever true, enriching
our lives, nourishing our faith.
As we work together to fulfill
the mission of Evangelization, you and I
are challenged to proclaim the message of
Jesus Christ to all. One way that we do so,
in this rural Diocese of Burlington, is by
utilizing the various ways that we commu-
nicate with one another.

As was announced in the April 24 issue of
this biweekly diocesan publication, a new

print product %Vermont Catholic
% will be launched this coming
July. The magazine replaces The
Vermont Catholic Tribuneand will
be delivered to the homes of all cur-
rent subscribers. It is my sincere
hope that every Catholic family will
welcome the publication, read the

articles offered, and be inspired to become
even more involved in their parish commu-
nity.  The monthly magazine will comple-
ment our parish and online efforts of
!Bringing the Good News to the People of
Vermont."

At Masses celebrated during the weekend
of June 6-7, parishioners throughout our dio-
cese will be asked to contribute to the nation-
al Catholic Communication Campaign
(CCC). It is with your financial support that
our national and local communication efforts
are made possible.

Know that your contribution truly does
make a difference right here in the Diocese of
Burlington. Half of the funds collected will
be used for our diocesan communication pro-
jects.  Your contributions will support and
sustain Vermont Catholicmagazine, aid in the
continued development of the diocesan Web
site, www.vermontcatholic.org, and fund the

weekly production of the Television Mass. 

To learn more about how Catholic
Communication Campaign is making a
difference nationally, visit www.catholic
communicationcampaign.org.

Thanking you for your continued generos-
ity and assuring you of my prayers, I remain,

Faithfully yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano
Bishop of Burlington
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PASTOR
The Reverend 
Richard C. O!Donnell
is appointed Pastor 
of St. Michael Parish,
Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 
(Effective July 1, 2009)

The Reverend 
Peter P. O!Leary
is appointed Pastor 
of St. Norbert Parish,
Hardwick, Vermont; St.
Michael Parish, Greensboro
Bend, Vermont; and Our
Lady of Fatima Parish,
Craftsbury, Vermont.

(Effective July 1, 2009)

The Reverend 
Lawrence P. Ridgley
is appointed Pastor 
of St. Rose of Lima Parish,
South Hero, Vermont;
St. Joseph Parish,
Grand Isle, Vermont;
St. Amadeus Parish,
Alburgh, Vermont;
and St. Joseph Parish,
Isle La Motte, Vermont 

(Effective July 1, 2009). 

CHAPLAIN
The Reverend 
Jon-Daniel Schnobrich
is appointed Director and
Chaplain of The Catholic
Center at the University of
Vermont, as well as Assistant
Director of Vocations for the
Diocese of Burlington.

(Effective June 1, 2009)

ADMINISTRATOR
The Reverend 
James E. Zuccaro
is appointed Administrator 
of St. Joseph Parish, 
Chester, Vermont, 
and St. Joseph Chapel,
Londonderry, Vermont.

(Effective June 17, 2009)

Following upon their ordination on May 30, 2009

PAROCHIAL VICAR
The Reverend 
Dwight H. Baker
is appointed Parochial Vicar
of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, St. Johnsbury,
Vermont; St. Elizabeth Parish,
Lyndonville, Vermont; and
Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, Danville, Vermont 

(Effective June 17, 2009). 

The Reverend 
Sean P. Dowling
is appointed Parochial Vicar
of Christ the King/
St. Anthony Parish,
Burlington, Vermont 

(Effective June 17, 2009). 

The Reverend 
Timothy P. Naples
is appointed Parochial Vicar
of Christ the King Parish,
Rutland, Vermont, and St.
Patrick Parish,Wallingford,
Vermont (primary assign-
ment), as well as Chaplain
and Faculty Member, 
Mount St. Joseph Academy, 
Rutland, Vermont

(Effective June 17, 2009).

The Reverend 
Brian J. O!Donnell
is appointed Parochial Vicar 
of Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish,
Middlebury, Vermont; 
St. Genevieve Parish,
Shoreham, Vermont;
and St. Bernadette Parish,
Bridport, Vermont

(Effective June 17, 2009). 
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officials

Bishop anointed with holy chrism our hands and he prayed:
!The Lord Jesus Christ, whom the Father anointed with the Holy
Spirit and power, guard and preserve you, that you may sanctify
the Christian people and offer sacrifice to God."  Jesus$ hands
healed the sick, blessed the children, washed the feet of His dis-
ciples, were raised in forgiveness, blessed and broke the bread,
blessed the cup, and were nailed to the cross, bearing even in His
resurrected body the stigmata, forever !as signs of his readiness
to die for love"  (Benedict XVI, Homily at the Mass of the
Lord$s Supper, Holy Thursday, April 9, 2009).  Now as ordained
priests, our hands must !serve more and more to bring salvation,
to bring blessing, to make His goodness present"  (Ibid.).  Called
to break the Eucharistic Bread of Life and to inflame the hearts
of our people with the Word of God, we priests unite with our
diocesan family and the Church Universal in begging the Good
Shepherd to open our hearts and eyes !that we will look upon the
world with eyes of love, with the eyes of Jesus, recognizing our
brothers and sisters who need our help, who are awaiting our
word and our action"  (Ibid.).

In our Diocese we will anticipate the !Year of the Priest" with
the solemn ordination to the Sacred Priesthood of our four transi-
tional deacons.  On Friday evening, May 29, 2009, we will cele-
brate Solemn Vespers at 6:00 p.m. at our Mother Church, the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, in Burlington.  This
begins a vigil of prayer for those to be ordained to the Priesthood
of Jesus Christ.  On Saturday, May 30, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. at
Saint Joseph Co-Cathedral, Burlington, we will celebrate the
Solemn Mass of Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood.  I pray that
members of our diocesan family will be present in great numbers
at these beautiful ceremonies to support and pray with our ordi-
nands as they begin their priestly lives of sacramental and pas-
toral ministry. 

Throughout the year it is my hope and expectation that
schools, diocesan and national organizations, our religious and
deacons will gather in prayer, invoking God$s blessings upon His
priests, especially at special Masses and at Eucharistic
Adoration.  This !Year of the Priest" is a privileged opportunity
to reinvigorate our prayer for vocations to the priesthood in our
Diocese.  !More than ever, the challenges of our time demand
virtuous priests, full of prayer and sacrifice, with a sound forma-
tion and dedicated to the service of Christ and of the Church
through the exercise of charity"  (Benedict XVI, Address to the
Bishops of Argentina making their !Ad limina" visit to Rome,
April 2, 2009).  Pray, pray unceasingly, that young men from our
diocesan family will accept this challenge.

My brothers and sisters, on the day that we priests received the
gift of Christ$s own priesthood, we promised our lives in sacra-
mental service to Jesus, His Church, and to you.  Pray for us priests
that despite our human failures and weaknesses, we may be the
Lord$s instruments in bringing you ever more close to His divine
love, to His heart, which !has never ceased to beat with love for all
who call upon His name"  (Preface of the Sacred Heart).

Invoking the intercession of Mary, Our Mother and Patroness
of our Diocese, that she may beg her Son to bless this !Year of
the Priest," I remain,

Devotedly yours in Christ,    

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano
Bishop of Burlington

Mr. Luke Austin
is assigned to St. Thomas
Parish in Underhill and St.
Mary Parish, Cambridge,
under the supervision of
Father Charles R. Danielson.

Mr. James C. Dodson
is assigned to Christ the
King/St. Anthony Parish 
in Burlington under 
the supervision 
of Father Daniel J. Rupp.

Mr. Christopher Micale
is assigned 
to St. Charles Parish 
in Bellows Falls under 
the supervision 
of Father Lance W. Harlow.

Mr. Timothy Perron
is assigned to Most Holy
Trinity Parish in Barton 
under the supervision 
of Father Sixmund Nyabenda.

(Continued from page 1)

Seminarians
receiveÊsummer
assignments

Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of
Burlington, hereby make the following eight week
assignments for the seminarians of the Diocese:

(Continued from page 1)

pastoral letter on the

YearÊof the
Priesthood
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Funeral Directory
Personal and caring funeral arrangements

Fourth Generation Working With Stone
Home Visits

Family Memorials n Finest Warranty

863-3775
866-DENSMORE

1459 Shelburne Rd. RT. 7
So. Burlington, VT 05403

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1911

DENSMORE
MONUMENTSBoucherÊ&ÊPritchard

FuneralÊHome
Dedicated to serving All Faiths 

Since 1900
SERVICES INCLUDE:

Traditional & Non-Traditional Services
Direct Burial & Cremation Services
Pre-arranged Funeral Counseling
Insurance Trusts
Prepaid Burial Trusts
Out-of-Town Services Arranged

For caring service at a reasonable cost

Carol A. Pritchard OWNER/DIRECTOR

Sumner (Shimmy) Cohen
Richard L. Kieslich

DIRECTORS

Donald A. Martell 

85 No. Winooski Avenue, Burlington

862-2851

Large enough to serve
Small enough to care

LaVigne Funeral Home
and Cremation Services

SERVING CHITTENDEN COUNTY SINCE 1890

132 MAIN ST WINOOSKI

THOMAS J. LaVIGNE

ROBERT E. LaVIGNE

STEVEN R. LINE

JACQUELYN L. VENETO

655-3480

YOURÊADÊCOULDÊBEÊHERE.Ê
MissingÊoutÊonÊvaluableÊ

advertisingÊspace?
CallÊtheÊVCTÊtodayÊtoÊbeÊincludedÊ

atÊ802-658-6110,Êext.Ê1214.
OrÊcontactÊusÊbyÊe-mailÊat:
ads@vermontcatholic.org.

Barnard Funeral
Home Inc.
3186 U.S. Route 7

Pittsford, Vermont 05763
802-483-2811      David S. Barnard

BRADY & LEVESQUE
FUNERAL HOME

AND COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES
86 SOUTH MAIN ST. ! ST. ALBANS 

(802)524-2928 ! Toll free (800)649-2229 in VT
Raymond and Jeffrey Levesque, Directors

www.bnlfh.com
Dignity and caring for a special time.

vermont

BURLINGTON % This year$s
Bishop$s Fund is building momen-
tum as the official kickoff begins
the weekend of June 6-7.   The
theme this year speaks to us today
as clearly as it spoke thousands of
years ago: !Trust in the Lord,
Forever" (Is 26:4). 

The campaign goal is *2,850,000.
!We are optimistic about the

continued generosity of our dioce-
san family.  Many of the gifts
received to date have been an
inspiring testament for the dedica-
tion and sacrifices being made to
support our diocesan programs,
ministries, and charities,"  Richard
Fischer, director of Stewardship
and Development, told The
Vermont Catholic Tribune.

Bishop Salvatore R. Matano,
Bishop of Burlington, invites all
of the faithful to a Mass invoking
God$s blessing upon the 2009
Bishop$s Fund.  Join with your fel-
low Catholics at Mass to pray for
God$s will to be done, and for us
to truly be a means in sharing his
message.   

All Masses will begin at 7:00
p.m.

! Tuesday, May 26 at St. Charles,
Bellows Falls

! Wednesday, May 27 at Immacu-
late Conception, St. Albans

! Thursday, May 28 at Sacred
Heart/St. Francis, Bennington

! Monday, June 1 at Our Lady of
the Angels, Randolph

! Tuesday, June 2 at St. Norbert,
Hardwick      

! Wednesday, June 3 at St.
Stephen, Winooski

! Thursday, June 4 at Sacred
Heart, Troy

A reception, with light refresh-
ments provided by the host parish,
will be offered after Mass.

MassesÊscheduled,ÊBishopÕs fundÊÕ09ÊtoÊbegin

BURLINGTON % As many communities in Vermont, New York and
Canada prepare to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Samuel de
Champlain$s North American expedition this July, the VCT wants to

know what each parish, Catholic school, Catholic
organization, etc., is planning to commemorate this
historic event.

Let us know your events, and we will publish
them in the VCT. Remember to include the date,
time and location of the event.

E-mail the information to tribune@vermont
catholic.org, or mail to Vermont Catholic Tribune, P.O. Box 489,
Burlington, VT 05402-0489.

CelebratingÊtheÊdiscovery
of LakeÊChamplain
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growing in faith

reflections

The lettuce is in, I$ve got other
seedlings hardening off each day on the
deck, and, in the blink of an eye, the
marathon planting session in Vermont
otherwise known as Memorial Day week-
end is going to be in full swing.  I know
that my husband will be relieved to hear
that % he$s been living with grow-lights
and vegetation in at least three rooms of
the house since early March.  And despite
the fact that he encourages my gardening
and loves to eat what it produces, I$m sure
there$s a part of him that will be very
happy when he$s no longer sharing his
corner of the living room with a lot of
assertive tomato plants.

I$ve grown very fond of this time of the
year.  Ever since I took up gardening in a
serious way, I$ve had a much greater
appreciation for all the variables that full-
time farmers face % too much rain, not
enough rain, a sudden hailstorm that can
wipe out weeks of work in just a few min-
utes, the local wildlife sampling a bit too
much of the produce, insects that snip off
tender plants in the dark of night when no
one is looking.  A longtime weather geek,
I now study weather charts not just to find
out if we$re in for a stretch of good beach
days, but to determine when and where to

water, whether or not to cover up plants
because of unexpected cold, and what is
the best time to shade lettuce plants so
they don$t bolt quite so quickly.  I put up
with the swelter of July and the humidity
of August because I know that it all con-
spires to ripen the vegetables and make
the flowers bloom.  Finally, there is the
tremendous satisfaction of going into the
backyard to pick the better part of dinner
and know that it was the work of my own
hands that brought it to the table.

In recent years % and especially since
we have entered this current economic
crisis % I think the population in general
has gained greater respect for produce that
is grown locally, by small-scale family
farms by folks who bring their harvest to
market to share with their neighbors and
friends.  There is an old Vietnamese say-
ing: !When eating a fruit, think of the per-
son who planted the tree."  Despite the
satisfaction it brings, there$s no denying
that those who grow the incredible boun-
ty that sustains us also work very hard to
do so.  We depend on them probably more
than we realize; if my plants don$t do so
well in my backyard, my out is the local
farmers market.  If their plants don$t do so
well in their fields, however, they face an

economic predicament which could deter-
mine whether or not they will even be
able to stay in business.

Isidore, the patron saint of farmers,
whose feast day was May 15, found his
path to holiness while tilling the soil.  As
he worked the plow and weeded plants,
digging, watering and doing whatever
else was required to nurture the fruits of
the soil, he was in constant communica-
tion with God.  He knew that it was ulti-
mately the Creator who helped him bring
forth a crop, and legend has it that his
gratitude for that led him to great acts of
generosity.  One story about the saint,
which is probably apocryphal but teaches
a lesson nonetheless, tells that his kind-
ness even extended to the birds and ani-
mals with which he came into daily con-
tact.  According to the tale, he was on his
way to the mill one day with a sack of
corn, when he came upon some birds who
were earnestly pecking the ground for
grain, but finding very little to eat.  Moved
with compassion for them % and in spite
of the jeering of the other farmers % he
opened his grain sack and scattered half
the corn on the ground for them to eat.
When he arrived at the mill, however, not
only was his sack of grain miraculously

full again, but the flour ground from it
yielded twice the amount it would have
ordinarily.

Those who work with the land work in
cooperation with God.  Even in the
eucharistic prayer of the Church, we
acknowledge that reality: !Blessed are
You, Lord God of all creation, through
your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands
have made.  It will become for us the
bread of life."  And again: !Blessed are
You, Lord God of all creation, through
Your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human
hands.  It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God forever."

Years ago, there was a bumper sticker
that was popular in this state that read,
!Don$t criticize a farmer with your mouth
full."  In the ongoing work of creation, the
farmer is God$s middleman, so to speak.
Respect his dignity as such.  When eating
a fruit % or vegetables, or cheese, milk or
any other product the farmer brings to
market % think of, and pray for, the per-
son who planted the tree.

!Kay Winchester, author of "Reflections,#
resides in Colchester.

GAWET MARBLE & GRANITE, INC.
Designers and installers of
quality cemetery memorials.

Business Route 4, Center Rutland, VT 05736
(802) 773-8868

Paul J. Carbonneau
Michael E. Carbonneau

Cecile Carbonneau

Mark Bradley
Richard Deep
Edward Ferrari

PRUNEAU-POLLI FUNERAL HOME

Services provided include: Traditional Services,
Nontraditional Services, Direct Burials, Cremation Services, 

Out of Town/State Services, Prepaid Funeral Counseling and Trust Funds
58 Summer Street, Barre, Vermont ¥ 802-476-4621

Maurice Soucy

Family owned and operated since 1936
Members of St. Monica Parish
ÒServing Central VermontÓ

Wheel Chair Accessible

213 West Main Street
Bennington
442-4329

Hanson Walbridge 
Arlington Chapel

34 Parik Place
Manchester Center

362-1500

44 East Main Street
Wilmington
464-3782

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Our Family Serving 
Your Family with trust, 
dignity and compassion

Mark Shea Thomas Lloyd

Hanson-Walbridge 
Funeral Home

& Vermont 
Cremation Service

Route 7A
Arlington
375-2222

Brewster
Funeral Service

Covey & Allen

Richard J. Fryer

PEARSONS

FUNERAL HOME , LLC
70 CHURCH STREET ~ P.O. BOX 336

LYNDONVILLE , VT  05851
(802) 626-5600     1-800-286-5602

www.pearsonsfuneralservice.com

CLIFFORD
Funeral Home
Rutland, Vermont

802/773-3010

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES INC.
4 South St., Bristol, VT  05443

tel: (802)453-2301
48 Maple St., Vergennes, VT  05491

tel: (802)877-3321

Aldous Funeral Home
Joseph P. Barnhart
44 North Main St.,

Rutland
aldousfuneralhome.com

Christopher J. Book
North Main St.,

Wallingford
aldousfh@comcast.net800-729-6252

Elmwood Meunier
Funeral Home
Funeral directors to
five generations

The comfort of a home, the consideration of a friend

97 Elmwood Ave.
Burlington
864-5682  

1-800-270-5682

E.P. MAHAR AND SON INC. 
FUNERAL HOME

Serving Bennington, Arlington, Dorset, Manchester & Surrounding  Areas
for Over 60 Years Under the Same Ownership

Alexander E. Mahar, President    
Wm. J. Hurley   John A. Mahar

628 Main Street, Bennington 
442-2516     362-1413        

To include your funeral home and list of services
provided, call the VCT at 802-658-6110,

ext. 1214, or contact us by e-mail at:
tribune@vermontcatholic.org.

BlessÊthoseÊwhoÊworkÊtheÊland
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DeaconsÊTimothyÊP. Naples, SeanÊP. Dowling, DwightÊH. BakerÊandÊBrianÊJ. OÕDonnellÊstandÊbeforeÊBishopÊSalvatore
R. Matano, BishopÊofÊBurlington, toÊstateÊtheÊProfessionÊofÊFaith, asÊisÊrequiredÊpriorÊtoÊtheirÊfirstÊpriestlyÊassignment.
TheÊfourÊmenÊwillÊbeÊordainedÊtoÊtheÊpriesthoodÊonÊMayÊ30,atÊSt. JosephÊCo-CathedralÊatÊ10Êa.m.AllÊtheÊfaithfulÊare
encouragedÊtoÊattend. (PhotoÊbyÊPatÊGore)

PentecostÊSunday:
MayÊ31,Ê2009

Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13;

John 20:19-23
Then there appeared to them tongues

as of fire, which parted and came 
to rest on each of them.

Next Sunday, May 31, is Pentecost
Sunday. Thus the Paschal Season will
come to a close with the celebration of
the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the
apostles. Ash Wednesday was the
beginning of this great season of the
Church$s calendar in which the passion,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is
lived sacramentally in his people.
During Lent, the Church prepared
through works of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving for the death and resurrec-
tion of the Lord, which was celebrated
during the Sacred Triduum. And for the
Great Fifty Days of Easter, the Church
has stood in awe and wonder at the
empty tomb, rejoicing in God$s gift of
the resurrection. Now it all concludes
with Pentecost, the sending of the Holy
Spirit to the apostles.

The first reading for Pentecost, Acts
2:1-11, recounts the story of the apostles
in the upper room with !tongues as of
fire" settling upon each of them.
Remember that the apostles were living
in fear that those who had persecuted
and killed Jesus would do the same to
them. Suddenly they had an experience
of the Holy Spirit at which they were
strengthened to go forth and proclaim
the Gospel. A fire was lit, perhaps
beneath their feet as opposed to over
their heads+ The fire and passion made
them move+ This experience of the Lord
gave these timid apostles courage to
gather together the wider community of
disciples, to teach them the way of living
Jesus had taught them, to perform mira-
cles of healing, to stand up to govern-
ments, to celebrate the Eucharist, and to
leave the comfort of their homes and
families to go to lands far beyond their
homeland to continue to baptize and cat-
echize God$s people. Nearly all of the
apostles lost their lives as punishment
for teaching the name of Jesus. A fire
was certainly lit on Pentecost, beneath
the feet of the apostles but also in their
hearts. Their passion for Jesus could not
be contained from that moment on+

As today$s Church studies and cele-
brates the accomplishments of the apos-
tles post-Pentecost, it ought to recapture
the passion and fire of the original
Pentecost story. Does the Church of

2009 boldly teach the ways of Christ to
a world that is no more receptive to
them than was the world of the early
Church? Are people as committed to
their faith as were the early disciples,
many of whom gave up everything to
follow Christ? Is there a fire burning in
the hearts of the clergy to lead parishes
where the faith is celebrated and taught?
Are the laity who fill the pews dedicat-
ed to their faith, its practice, and its
implementation into daily life? These
are all questions that hearken back to
that first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit
filled the apostles$ hearts with fire and
passion. Astandard was set at Pentecost
% that faith is vibrant, alive, and costly.
Yet those who followed Christ then and
those who do so now know deep in their
hearts and souls that they cannot contain
the joy of following Jesus. 

Pentecost also affects each member
of the Church. While you may not feel
the fire of the original Pentecost, there is
fire in your heart and soul. Your faith
was given to you at baptism. It was
sealed at confirmation and is nourished
weekly in the Eucharist. As the Church
celebrates Pentecost this year, recommit
yourself to your faith. While the Holy
Spirit touched off a fire in your heart and
soul, in freedom you are called to keep
it burning. Keep the flame ablaze
through prayer, learning, and good
works. Prayer is spending time with the
Lord; find the time to pray, either with
the Bible or through devotional prayer.
The committed Catholic hungers to
learn more about the Catholic faith. And
finally, reaching out to others in love and
service will help the disciple to model
his or her life after Jesus, who washed
the feet of his disciples. Recommit your-
self to the joy and wonder of having
faith in the God who loves you, created
you, and desires to be in relationship
with you. Ask the Lord for his help by
praying the responsorial psalm of
Pentecost: !Lord, send out your Spirit,
and renew the face of the earth."

Questions for private reflection:
1. Do you feel the same passion for

your faith as the apostles obviously felt
at that first Pentecost?

2. What can you do to keep the flame
of faith alive in your heart? 

<"Living the Word# is
written by Father
Bernard Bourgeois. He
is the principal of Rice
Memorial High School
in South Burlington.

L iving
the
WORD

By Father Bernard Bourgeois

To the Editor:
The George Weigel column is

a refreshing addition to your
pages. Catholics need strong
and vigorous voices unwilling
to retreat into the closet of
irrelevance.

Christ didn$t spend his time
teaching with apology and politi-
cal correctness. Rather, he was a
provoker, a splinter and a burr to
the establishment of his time. It
couldn$t tolerate that and so it
extracted him.

John Bolduc
St. Albans

To the Editor:
Thank God for our Bishop

Matano, Father Kiely and George
Weigel.  They are great men of
courage and conviction that we
need during these challenging
times for practicing Roman
Catholics.  It is too bad that we
have a small percent of cafeteria
Catholics that wants to go along
with the secular world.  I have lis-
tened to George Weigel a number
of times on Eternal Word TV net-

work and he is correct about our
Church$s teachings, whether it is
in or out of season.  I hope that
there will be more men and
women that will speak up for
their faith, and not like people
that want to change our great
Church.  Please do not forget all
our courageous martyrs that died
for our faith.

June Flaherty
Enosburg Falls

To the Editor:
In the May 8 issue of the VCT

a woman asked, !What$s wrong
with a womb-to-tomb social wel-
fare state?"  The answer to that
can be understood if we just
think about it.  Think about what
it means for a person who never
leaves his parents$ home, who
never gains his independence, but
remains dependent.  His life is
not enhanced by this situation;
his potential is not explored or
developed.

The welfare state is a form of
slavery where freedom is
exchanged for material support.
Presupposed by the welfare state
is that the state knows what is
best for each individual and
usurps the freedom of individuals
and groups to make decisions
about what is best.  The state,
empowered to dictate, decides for
you.  The state becomes an
impersonal god, who proposes to
care for the greater good of man
and society, but cares nothing for
the individual unless he can pro-
mote its agenda of accumulation
of power and control.

Human beings have potential.
If you want to unleash that poten-
tial, you do not entrap them on a
welfare plantation.  A free and just
society is not a welfare society.
Without freedom and respect for
the individual and his potential,
there is no justice.  Justice is pur-
sued only with a correct under-
standing of the human person as
created and loved by God.  The
welfare state places itself in the
place of God.  It will not permit
the free worship of the true God,
because the ideas of true religion
always come into conflict with the
welfare god-state concerning the
human person.  Because the wel-
fare god-state places itself in place
of true religion, it places in oppo-
sition its own morality, a morality
that degrades the dignity of the
human person.  There eventually
comes a time that the person will
be called to choose whom to
serve, God or the god-state. !As
for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord" (Josh 24:15b).

Laura Wells
Underhill Center

To the Editor:
Thank you for the informative

and courageous articles by colum-
nists George Weigel and Father
Benedict Kiely. It is refreshing to
read their insights into today$s
political and religious climate.
One can get weary of reading the
monotonous, liberal drivel from
the mainstream (and Catholic )
media+ My issue of The Vermont
Catholic Tribuneused to make its
way from the mailbox straight to
the recycling bin; however, now I
often read Weigel$s and Father
Kiely$s essays as I walk back to the
house ... and then, pass them on to
friends+ Keep the articles coming+

Meg Meyer
New Haven

Reader
supports
columnist

ÔGreatÊmenÊof courageÕ

ServeÊGod,ÊnotÊaÊgod-state

ReaderÊvalues
Tribune for
columnists



By Most Reverend
Robert Francis Hennessey
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston

In the 2005 statement
!Renewing Our Commitment
to Catholic Elementary &
Secondary Schools in the
Third Millennium," the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops highlighted
the changing face of the
Church and the role of diver-
sity in our Catholic Schools.
!Catholic parishes and
schools face the challenge of
addressing the spiritual, edu-
cational, social, and cultural
needs of a new wave of
immigrants." 

As we go forward to meet
this challenge, it is impor-
tant to remember that diversity has been
an integral part of Catholic identity
from the beginning. We need only look
to Scripture for guidance on the topic.
The parable of the Good Samaritan tells
us to care for all people. St. Paul accepts
the Gentiles as members of the faith
when others have rejected them. Christ
says to his disciples, !For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, a stranger and you

welcomed me =." (Mt 25:35) And our
greatest guidance on diversity comes
from the very way Christ lived.

Diversity is at the heart of
his message of love, the
message that drives our
mission as Catholics.

Christ$s message of love
is visible in the daily work
of our Catholic Schools as
we seek to provide children
of all backgrounds an
excellent academic educa-
tion and grounding in the
Catholic faith within a safe
and nurturing environment.
The diversity within our
schools not only benefits
students but also presents
opportunities to serve
entire families, strengthen

the Church and bring each of us closer
to God.

BenefittingÊStudents

Catholic school students have the
opportunity to meet children and adults
of diverse backgrounds, including peo-
ple of many races and ethnicities, those
with various disabilities, and those of
other faiths. As the bishops state:
!Catholic schools cultivate healthy inter-

action among the increasingly diverse
populations of our society." 

ServingÊFamilies

When we welcome a child from a
different culture into our schools, we
are helping an entire family make the
transition to their new home. Children
adapt to new cultures more quickly
than adults, which can result in parents
being left behind. I was a pastor at
Most Holy Redeemer Parish in East
Boston, which has a large population of
people new to our country. While we
extended the hand of welcome to the
children at the parish school, we also
welcomed the parents, bringing them
into the community and helping them
to find jobs and housing. 

StrengtheningÊtheÊChurch

We also help families to sustain their
native cultures. Our students study and
celebrate the traditions of various racial
and ethnic groups. In recognizing the
value of the students$ countries of ori-
gin, the school is teaching students to
respect their heritage and their parents.

This helps families feel more at home,
and it also strengthens the Church. Most
people pray in their first language.
Passing on traditions, culture and lan-
guage is an effective way of passing on
the faith. 

BringingÊUsÊCloserÊtoÊGod

Perhaps the greatest benefit of
diversity in our schools is that it helps
us to better know God. The Vatican$s
document !Instruction on the Pastoral
Care of Migrants," describes people of
different cultures as !a visible sign
and an effective reminder of that uni-
versality which is a constituent ele-
ment of the Catholic Church." God is
present in each of us. Each different
face is another face of God. The better
we know and understand each other,
the better we know and understand
God.

As we go forward to meet the chal-
lenges diversity brings to our Catholic
Schools, we may do so knowing that
the work we are doing has a far-reach-
ing impact, serving students, families,
the Church and one another.
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The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops published in 2005 a docu-
ment entitled "Renewing Our Commitment to Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools in the Third Millennium.# At the bishops$ 2008 fall meeting,
the 11 New England bishops, seeking a means to make this document better
known and understood by the Catholic community, agreed to write an article on
Catholic School education each month over the next year. 

DiversityÊinÊCatholicÊschools:ÊBenefitsÊandÊopportu nities

MostÊReverend
RobertÊFrancisÊHennessey
AuxiliaryÊBishopÊofÊBoston

VicarÊGeneralÊRegionalÊ
BishopÊÑ CentralÊRegion

191 Lake St., St. Albans, VT  
524-6531 · 800-696-6886

Excellent Selection Used Cars & Trucks

PONTIAC · CADILLAC
BUICK · GMC TRUCK

Handy Well-cared-forÊfamilyÊvacationÊhomeÊ
onÊLakeÊSeymour,ÊVT.ÊÊFullyÊfurnished,
includesÊland,dock,ÊswimÊfloat,Êboats.Ê

ForÊparticulars,Êe-mail
familylifeedu@burlingtontelecom.net

orÊphone:Ê(802)864-5902.

FOR SALE BY OWNER

St. A nneÕsShrine
Edmundite Fathers and Brothers

ÒCenter of Life, Light and LoveÓ
Nestled on the shores of beautiful

Lake Champlain
Historical and Religious Site

- Chapel - Gift Shop - Cafeteria
- Picnic Grounds - Way of Cross - Grottoes
- Beach - Daily Devotion - History Room

Site of Fort St. Anne, VermontÕs oldest settlement/Artifacts
on Display; Statue of Samuel de Champlain
Official opening for the season: May 23-24, 2009

Vt. 129 off U.S. Rte. 2, Isle La Motte ... No Admission Fee ...
(802)928-3362 or 3385 Fstanne@pshift.com

Mass Schedule
Saturday: Evenings at 7:00 p.m. (May 23-September 5)

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. (June 21-September 6);
10:30 a.m. (May 24-Oct. 11)

Daily Mass: 11:15 a.m., Mon.-Fri. (June 29-Aug. 28)
Web site: www.saintannesshrine.org

!The Mission of Saint
Anne"s Shrine is to
serve as a welcoming
place of peace and hope
ministering to all God"s
people through prayer,
devotion, hospitality,
and spiritual renewal.#

RACEÊFORÊEDUCATIONÊÑÊTheÊfifthÊannualÊSt. MichaelÊSchoolÊRaceÊforÊEducationÊinÊBrattleboro
tookÊplaceÊMayÊ8. AllÊgrades, prekindergartenÊthroughÊeight, participated. TheÊraceÊisÊnotÊonlyÊa
fundraiserÊforÊtheÊschool; itÊalsoÊhelpsÊencourageÊchildrenÊandÊadultsÊtoÊgetÊoutÊandÊwalk. EachÊlap
equalsÊaÊquarterÊmile. StudentsÊestimateÊhowÊmanyÊlapsÊtheyÊcanÊcompleteÊinÊanÊhour, eitherÊrun-
ning, joggingÊorÊwalking.TheyÊseekÊsponsorsÊforÊtheÊrace, eitherÊforÊlapsÊorÊaÊflatÊdonation. Money
raisedÊisÊusedÊforÊscholarshipsÊandÊotherÊessentialÊeducationalÊneeds.

TheÊfourth/fifth-gradeÊspelling
teamÊatÊSt. JosephÊSchoolÊ in
BurlingtonÊ competedÊ with
areaÊ schoolsÊ onÊ MayÊ 8. The
schoolÊ wasÊ representedÊ by
(frontÊ row)Ê EliomÊ Mbayu,
HaleyÊBoucherÊandÊCameron
Martin, andÊ (backÊ row)
teacherÊ StaceyÊ Brandes,
BlaiseÊ Rainville, JoeyÊ Hester
andÊAvaÊSimonds.



8 The VERMONT CATHOLIC TRIBUNE May 22, 2009

catholic education

Story and photos 
by Cori Fugere Urban

Staff Reporter
COLCHESTER % The value of
Catholic education was proclaimed by
speakers and students, clergy and laity
as about 2,500 gathered for the
Diocese of Burlington$s Convocation
of Catholic Schools May 18 at St.
Michael$s College.

The purpose of the first such gath-
ering of students, teachers, administra-
tors, clergy and interested adults asso-
ciated with the 12 Catholic elementary
and two Catholic high schools in
Vermont was to !celebrate who we are
as a Catholic-school community in the
diocese," said Sister of Notre Dame de
Namur Marie Kelly, superintendent of
schools for the statewide diocese.

The convocation was an opportu-
nity for students to attend a workshop
on bullying and for adults to hear a
leader in Catholic education talk about
its future. All participants attended an opening Mass at the
Ross Sports Center, celebrated by Bishop Salvatore R.
Matano, Bishop of Burlington, and more than a dozen priests
associated with Catholic education.

It was also an opportunity to honor the Vermont teacher,
principal and pastor of the year, honors bestowed by the
National Catholic Educational Association. Lynda Downing, a
grades-one-and-two teacher from Central Vermont Catholic
School in Barre/Montpelier was named teacher of the year,
while principal-of-the-year recognition went to MaryBeth
Davidson of Christ the King School in Burlington.

Msgr. Richard Lavalley, pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish
in Winooski, which includes St. Francis Xavier School, was
honored as Vermont pastor of the year and pastor of the year
for the New England Region.

!You have made your bishop extremely joyous by your par-
ticipation here today," Bishop Matano told the gathering that
nearly filled the large gymnasium for the Mass. !If I want the
best for you, the best I can give you is Jesus, especially in the
holy Eucharist."

He emphasized the importance of passing on the faith
through Catholic education, and he told the students they are
privileged to be able to talk about God !every moment of every
day" in school and that God is part of the Catholic school cur-
riculum !from the time you open that (school) door until the
time you leave."

The bishop told his listeners they all have the same goal: to
come closer to Jesus and to follow his way of life and to make
him part of everything they do. !And that is the purpose of a
Catholic school," the bishop said.

Father Jon-Daniel Schnobrich, parochial vicar at St. John the
Evangelist Church in St. Johnsbury where he ministers at Good
Shepherd Catholic School, was the homilist at the Mass. He
spoke about the importance of nurturing one$s body, mind and
spirit in order to grow. !Because the Church doesn$t want you to
grow up lopsided, she is concerned for the growth of the whole
person: body, mind and spirit," he said. !The Church wants for
each of you what Jesus wants for you: that you may have life and
have it to its full, which means being attentive to all of those
areas we need to grow, especially the areas of your spirit."

Catholic education is unique because it sees every student
not as another body to nurture, not as another mind to shape,
but as another person to form into the image of Jesus Christ,
Father Schnobrich said.  !The goal of Catholic education is to
connect the whole person to the one source of truth and beau-
ty and goodness."

He told the students the world needs for them to be holy,
to be saints. The saints are those people who have changed

the world in a positive and
lasting way, he said. !The
world needs to see your
beautiful love for Jesus
lived out in your families,
seen in how you honor
your mothers and fathers,
seen in how you treat
your neighbors with
kindness and with
compassion."

In her address to
about 30 adults at a con-
vocation workshop,
Sister of Notre Dame
Clare Fitzgerald, a
Catholic school con-
sultant from Boston
and founder and for-
mer director of the
Catholic School Leadership
Program at Boston College, said Catholic education has
evolved since Catholic schools began to be founded in the late
1800s.

Initially founded to pass on the faith to the children of immi-
grants % and to help keep the parents of the students practicing
the faith % Catholic schools evolved into schools that did more
than help students to get by. They prepared students to excel.

Catholic schools experienced more changes over the decades:
fewer religious and more lay persons to staff them, increased
costs, accreditation, more non-Catholic students, higher tuition.

Many Catholic schools have succumbed due to increased
costs and declining enrollment, but Sister Fitzgerald said
Catholic schools remain essential to teach the faith. !Catholic
education has to carry our (faith) story," she said. !The purpose
of Catholic education is to transmit the faith."

But Catholic education % what some have called !a nation-
al treasure" % needs to change. !Will we see the demise of
Catholic education, or will we see a better, changed model of
Catholic schools continuing to give the story of Jesus Christ?"
she asked.

Her answer: !I think it$s going to grow. The best is yet ahead.
Creative people and God are with us. Catholic schools are
important to the Church, even more important than ever."

John Halligan presented a workshop for students in grades
six through 12 on !Ryan$s Story," the story of his son who was
bullied and committed suicide.

!Kids on the Block" presented a puppet presentation on bul-

lying prevention and school safety
for students in kindergarten through
grade five.

Sister Kelly said bullying is a per-
tinent subject for students today; they
need to !help prevent it."

Brent Tremblay, co-principal of
Mater Christi School in Burlington,
said it was !great" to have Catholic
school communities from throughout
the state together, and he thought the
event helped students appreciate their
opportunity to attend Catholic school.

Will Dowling, a junior at Rice
Memorial High School in South
Burlington, said the convocation !shows
we$re not all just individual schools but
more like a community."

Bradley Jewett, an eighth-grader at the
Bishop John A. Marshall School in

Morrisville, said the convocation was a !once-in-a-lifetime
thing to see all the Catholic schools together." He said it was
important for them to get together and meet because they are
part of !one big family in the Church."

Among those attending the Mass were Vermont Gov. James
Douglas and Vermont Lt. Gov. Brian Dubie. !It$s great to see
the energy in this room, the enthusiasm among the next gener-
ation of Vermonters," the governor said. He wished the stu-
dents well not only in their educational endeavors but in all
their endeavors. !We need them for the future of our state."

The gathering of students from the state$s Catholic schools
was empowering for them, Dubie said  !It$s a privilege to be
here."

At the conclusion of the Mass, at which a 70-member com-
bined choir from the various schools provided music, Catholic
school principals presented gifts to Sister Kelly and to Sister of
St. Joseph Shirley Davis, assistant superintendent of schools
for the Diocese of Burlington, both of whom have resigned
their positions.

Hannaford$s Supermarkets donated 3,000 bottles of water
for participants in the Diocese of Burlington$s Convocation of
Catholic Schools May 18 at St. Michael$s College in
Colchester. Organizers of the event offer Hannaford$s and all
donors sincere thanks for their generosity, which helped make
the convocation a resounding success.

FatherÊDanielÊRupp, pastorÊofÊChristÊtheÊKingÊParish
Êin

Burlington, givesÊholyÊCommunionÊtoÊaÊyoungÊparticipantÊinÊthe
DioceseÊofÊBurlingtonÕsÊConvocationÊofÊCatholicÊSch

ools.The
eventÊbeganÊwithÊMassÊinÊtheÊRossÊSportsÊCenterÊatÊ

St.
MichaelÕsÊCollegeÊinÊColchester.

VermontÊCatholicÊschools
convocationÊdrawsÊ2,500

SomeÊofÊtheÊapproximatelyÊ2,500ÊstudentsÊandÊadultsÊgathered
forÊ theÊDioceseÊofÊBurlingtonÕsÊConvocationÊofÊCatholicÊSchools
MayÊ18ÊatÊSt. MichaelÕsÊCollegeÊinÊColchesterÊfoundÊseatsÊnearÊa
bannerÊforÊSt. JosephÊSchoolÊinÊBurlington.

SisterÊofÊNotreÊDameÊdeÊNamurÊMarieÊKelly, superintendentÊofÊschoolsÊforÊtheÊDioceseÊof
BurlingtonÊ(farÊright), readsÊtheÊPastorÊofÊtheÊYearÊAwardÊforÊtheÊdiocese,givenÊbyÊtheÊNational
CatholicÊEducationalÊAssociationÊtoÊMsgr. RichardÊG.LavalleyÊ(farÊleft), pastorÊofÊSt. Francis
XavierÊParishÊinÊWinooski. LookingÊonÊareÊBishopÊSalvatoreÊR. Matano, BishopÊofÊBurlington,
andÊSisterÊofÊSt. JosephÊShirleyÊDavis, assistantÊsuperintendentÊofÊschools. Msgr. LavalleyÊalso
wasÊhonoredÊwithÊtheÊdistinctionÊofÊPastorÊofÊtheÊYearÊforÊtheÊNewÊEnglandÊRegion.
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CVCS students submerged in robot 
submarine study, participate in competition

Story and photos by Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

NORTHFIELD % A propeller fell off the Central Vermont Catholic School
Robotics Club$s blue-and-white robot submarine, but that did not sink the team
in Central Vermont$s first Robot Submarine Competition May 5 here at
Norwich University.

Borrowing a red-and-black robot submarine from the host NU Robotics
Club, two teams of Catholic school students showed what they had learned
about navigating robots through murky water to retrieve treasure.

Eighth-grader Jack McQuesten,
representing the No Name team,
sank the other participants with a
time of 59 seconds to win the
competition.

The object was to navigate the
robot from one chamber of a 10-
foot green steel flume tank,
through an opening in a separating
wall to retrieve one of three pieces
of metal hanging from a pink
Styrofoam buoy, and return
through the opening to the start.
The competition was based on
speed and accuracy.

Members of the university$s
Robotics Club created the competi-
tion for the CVCS Robotics Club.

Professor Ronald Lessard of the
Norwich electrical and computer engineering department called it Central
Vermont$s first robot submarine competition. He was charged with reporting
the outcome to the U.S. Navy Office of Naval Research Outreach Program.

Jack$s time of less than one minute was !phenomenal," Lessard said, admit-
ting with a smile that it took him more than twice that time to complete the
challenge. Navy officials would be !tickled" when they learned of Jack$s time,
he said.

Times for the remaining five No Names and Marines team navigators
ranged from one minute 20 seconds to three minutes 20 seconds.

!I guess this is harder than it looks," commented fourth-grader Kaylee
Martin as she stood on a chair to watch the robot maneuver through the tank.

Students had the option of maneuvering the robot submarine as they looked
into the 3 1/2-foot-deep water or as they watched it on a television next to the
tank. None chose the latter in which they would watch the progress with a
robot$s eye view.

The murky water simulated !what it would be like on the bottom of the
ocean, but you can see it clearly on the TV screen," said Lessard, who has
worked with the Catholic school students on other robotics projects and is fac-
ulty advisor to the Norwich University Robotics Club. !The underwater cam-
era is good in murky water."

Nine CVCS Robotics Club members attended the competition; there are
about 15 members in all.

Club members assembled their remotely operated submarine robot from a
kit supplied by the Office of Naval Research under a Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Sea Grant Program.

They assembled the robot submarine from
pieces of PVC pipe, swimming pool line floats,
a small direct current motor and small plastic
propellers. 

Students in grades four through eight partici-
pate in the club; older students soldered, wired
and set up switches for the robot sub while some
of the younger children helped set up the frame.

!Robot submarines are designed to do the
tasks too dull, dirty or dangerous for humans,"
Lessard explained. !This includes exploring
under the ice on the Jovian moon Europa for
alien life, to do diving to the deepest depths of
the oceans on this planet to retrieve treasure in

sunken ships or work at the base of an oil-drilling rig in the North Sea."
Future versions of robot submarines will need to be sophisticated thinking

machines that work autonomously, he continued. !That is, once given a mis-
sion, they accomplish the needed tasks without direct human control. The engi-
neers that will design those problem-solving
machines of the future are in school today."

Last fall, members of the CVCS Robotics
Club designed robots and assembled their
designs using the Lego NXT robot kits for the
first Lego League International robotics com-
petition in Concord, N.H.

The spring competition was a version of the
U.S. Navy Sea Perch robot competition with
the theme !Retrieving the treasure from a
sunken ship."

Students had two opportunities to practice
before the competition: once at the Norwich
fluid flow laboratory and once at Days Inn in
Barre. Apropeller fell off in the hotel pool, too.

The competition was the first submarine
robot competition sponsored by Norwich
University. It took place in the Mechanical
Engineering Fluid Flow Laboratory of the
David Crawford School of Engineering and allowed budding engineers !to
explore exciting frontiers in robotics," Lessard said.

Pamela Nadeau, a CVCS science teacher, said she uses robots in class to
teach about gear ratio, mechanical advantage, motion, work and energy con-
version. !The biggest #aha moment$ for me with robots was seeing how when
you switch the gear size you change how the robot performs," she said.

!Pam Nadeau is really the hero here," Lessard said, noting that she offers
the only elementary school robotics club in
central Vermont. !This is the only school in
New England working with a submarine robot
competition," he added.

Aislynn Kelly, a fourth-grader, said it was
!cool" that students built a robot submarine.
!We$re learning about teamwork and building
something that might work or might not and
then fix it," she said.

Robots are !handy," said classmate Xavier
Haigh. !They can go where people can$t go."

Kevin Guild, an eighth-grader, said in a
world that is using robots more and more !it$s
good to learn about them because if we get a
job with robots, we already have a head start."

Jordan St. Pierre, a Norwich University
junior from Manchester, N.H., and president
of the Robotics Club there, said it$s important
for students to get an early start with math-
and science-related programs. !Math and sci-
ence are not pushed enough in schools," the mechanical engineering major
said. !This (robotics club) gives (students) an experience of what they can do

with math and science."
!I wish I had something like this when I

was younger," commented Robert Burnham,
a Norwich junior majoring in mechanical
engineering and vice president of the robotics
club.

Judy Guild has two children in the CVCS
Robotics Club, !an exciting opportunity" for
them. Members have !grasped an excitement
for math and science together," she said. !Our
(school) math and science program is incredi-
ble. When our students go to high school,
(teachers there) say, #Wow, your kids are above
and beyond where they would be because they
get to do these extra things.$"

KevinÊGuild, anÊeighth-graderÊatÊCentralÊVermontÊCatholic
School, holdsÊaÊrobotÊsubmarineÊduringÊpracticeÊrunsÊatÊa
versionÊofÊtheÊU.S. NavyÊSeaÊPerchÊrobotÊcompetitionÊat
NorwichÊUniversityÊinÊNorthfield.

RobertÊBurnham, aÊNorwichÊUniversityÊ junior
mechanicalÊengineeringÊmajorÊfromÊPepperell,
Mass., holdsÊaÊrobotÊsubmarineÊbeforeÊaÊcom-
petitionÊatÊtheÊNorthfieldÊuniversityÊforÊmembers
ofÊtheÊRoboticsÊClubÊatÊCentralÊVermontÊCatholic
School. ResultsÊwereÊreportedÊtoÊtheÊU.S. Navy
OfficeÊofÊNavalÊResearchÊOutreachÊProgram.

GarrettÊMoore, aÊfourth-graderÊatÊCentralÊVermontÊCatholic
School, operatesÊaÊrobotÊsubmarineÊbyÊremoteÊcontrolÊasÊhe
watchesÊitÊonÊaÊtelevisionÊscreenÊwhileÊAislynnÊKellyÊlooksÊon.

AustinÊNadeau,aÊmemberÊofÊtheÊRoboticsÊClub
atÊCentralÊVermontÊCatholicÊSchool, operatesÊa
robotÊsubmarineÊinÊaÊtwo-compartmentÊflume
tankÊatÊNorwichÊUniversityÊinÊNorthfield.
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papal visit

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊpraysÊatÊtheÊGrottoÊofÊtheÊAnnunciationÊinÊtheÊBasilicaÊofÊtheÊAnnunciationÊinÊNazareth, Israel, MayÊ14.
TraditionÊsaysÊtheÊgrottoÊisÊwhereÊMaryÊwasÊtoldÊbyÊtheÊangelÊGabrielÊthatÊsheÊwouldÊconceiveÊaÊchildÊbyÊtheÊpowerÊofÊthe
HolyÊSpirit. (Photo/TonyÊGentile, Reuters)

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊtouchesÊthe
traditionalÊsiteÊwhereÊJesusÊwas
crucifiedÊ atÊ Golgotha, or
Calvary, inÊtheÊChurchÊofÊthe
HolyÊSepulcherÊ inÊJerusalemÕs
OldÊCityÊMayÊ15.

(CNSÊphoto/
YannisÊBehrakis, Reuters)

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊkissesÊtheÊStoneÊofÊUnction, theÊsiteÊwhereÊJesusÕbody
wasÊpreparedÊforÊburial, inÊtheÊChurchÊofÊtheÊHolyÊSepulcherÊin
JerusalemÕsÊOldÊCityÊMayÊ15.(CNSÊphoto/CarstenÊKoall,poolÊviaÊReuters)

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊgreetsÊaÊPalestinianÊgirlÊduringÊaÊvisitÊtoÊtheÊAidaÊRefugee
CampÊinÊtheÊWestÊBankÊtownÊofÊBethlehemÊMayÊ13.

(CNSÊphoto/TonyÊGentile, Reuters)

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊmeetsÊIsraelÕsÊPrimeÊMinisterÊBenjaminÊNetanyahuÊin
Nazareth, Israel, MayÊ14.ThisÊpictureÊwasÊreleasedÊbyÊtheÊIsraeliÊGovernment
PressÊOffice.(CNSÊphoto/MosheÊMilner, IsraeliÊGovernmentÊPressÊOffice/Reuters)

PopeÊBenedictÊXVIÊwavesÊafter
celebratingÊanÊopen-airÊMassÊon
MountÊPrecipiceÊinÊNazareth
MayÊ14.

(CNSÊphoto/
BazÊRatner, Reuters)

Pope's pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land



By Nancy Flanders
From a moral standpoint, contracep-

tion has always been problematic.  It sep-
arates the unitive and procreative purpos-
es of human sexuality, and removes God
from the act of creating life.  Equally
troubling, some forms of contraception
work as abortifacients.      Regardless,
hormonal birth control has become the
norm in our society over the past 50
years, despite these moral concerns as
well as numerous studies that have
proven it causes serious health problems,
including increased risk for heart attack
and for developing cancer. 

Now studies are showing the harm
that birth control pills and patches are
causing to our environment. 

Synthetic estrogen has been found in
numerous waterways around the world
and has been linked to health concerns in
the fish population. Fish downstream
from water treatment plants have been
found to be intersex, have lower sperm
counts, and have shown an increase in
genital-tract malformations as well as an
increase in sperm, egg and embryonic
death.

In 2004, biologists John Woodling and
David Norris performed a study of fish in
Colorado$s Boulder Creek. They found
that out of 123 randomly caught fish, 101
were female, 12 were male and 10 were
an unnatural intersex fish. The normal
ratio between female and male fish is 1:1.
This ratio was an astonishing 8:1. 

After taking samples of the creek$s
water, the researchers found small con-
centrations of estrogen; further studies
showed the source to be birth control,
both pills and patches, which reached the
waterways after being excreted in the
urine of women. Because water treatment
plants are unable to remove the hormones
from the water, the estrogen flows into
our rivers and streams.  Only a minuscule

amount makes it there, but the effects
have been disastrous. 

In a 2008 study on the subject,
researchers exposed maturing male rain-
bow trout to 10 nanograms per liter of the
synthetic estrogen found in most types of
birth control pills and the same amount
that has been found in rivers and streams.
After 50 days, the sperm of these fish was
used to fertilize eggs from female trout
that were not exposed to the hormone. A
shocking 58 percent of the embryos cre-
ated were aneuploid embryos, meaning
they contained an abnormal number of
chromosomes. In healthy fish, only 1.2
percent of embryos are aneuploid % the
same amount that can normally occur
with humans. For humans, aneuploidy is
the leading cause of miscarriage as well
as the reason for congenital birth defects
including Down syndrome and Turner$s
syndrome.

These findings, along with research
that has discovered intersex frogs in our
waterways, raise concerns regarding how
many other animal populations and the
human  population have been or will be
affected by these hormones. In some pub-

lic water supplies around the United
States, estrogen contamination is reach-
ing 8 parts per billion. As the British
paper the Sunday Times reported, doctors
in the U.K. are blaming an increased
number of male breast reductions and a
decrease in sperm count on hormones in
the water. The breasts of these men are
not merely fat deposits, but comprised of
female mammary gland tissue. 

It is becoming glaringly obvious to the
scientific community that we are headed
towards a possible health crisis due to
synthetic estrogen. However, while
wastewater treatment facilities try to find
a solution, the hormone is still causing
serious harm. 

!It$s the first thing that I$ve seen as a
scientist that really scared me," Woodling
told the Denver Post regarding the
Boulder fish study. !It$s one thing to kill
a river. It$s another to kill nature. If you$re
messing with the hormonal balance in
your aquatic community, you$re going
deep down. You$re twiddling with how
life proceeds." 

As Pope John Paul II wrote in
!Evangelium Vitae," !As one called to

till and look after the garden of the world
(cf. Gen 2:15), man has a specific respon-
sibility towards the environment in which
he lives, towards the creation which God
has put at the service of his personal dig-
nity, of his life, not only for the present
but also for future generations. = The
limitation imposed from the beginning by
the Creator himself and expressed sym-
bolically by the prohibition not to #eat of
the fruit of the tree$ (cf. Gen 2:16-17)
shows clearly enough that, when it comes
to the natural world, we are subject not
only to biological laws but also to moral
ones, which cannot be violated with
impunity."

As Catholics we are called to be stew-
ards of the earth; one can ask whether the
harm imposed by synthetic hormones on
our environment increases the moral cul-
pability related to their widespread use.
Natural family planning (NFP) is the
safe, effective, and moral solution.  Not
only does NFP keep us in line with God$s
plan for healthy marriages, it provides us
the opportunity to be faithfully responsi-
ble to our environment and our bodies,
keeping them naturally healthy.
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FiftyÊyearsÊofÊbirthÊcontrolÊÑ
Effects of synthetic estrogen on the environment

dignity of human life

By Susan E. Wills
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently expanded

over-the-counter (OTC) access to the !emergency contraceptive"
Plan B to 17-year-old girls and boys. Since 2006 the FDA has
allowed adults, 18 and older, to purchase the drug without a pre-
scription.

The reaction of the press to the FDA$s decision has been pre-
dictable and dead wrong. Editorials declared it !a long-overdue
triumph of science over politics" (Baltimore Sun) and !not only
good science but smart policy" (San Jose Mercury News).

The scientific literature, however, shows that FDA$s move
was based on wishful thinking, not science. Plan B$s claimed

effectiveness has been debunked%both for individuals and
populations. And while advocates encourage unnecessary and
repeated use, science shows that young women are being put
at risk, while the drug$s mode of action and side effects are
downplayed.

One of Plan B$s earliest champions, Princeton$s James
Trussell, Ph.D., widely promoted claims that it was 89 percent
effective in preventing pregnancy and would reduce abortions in
the U.S. by half. But in January 2007, Trussell and others pub-
lished a review of 23 studies evaluating Plan B effectiveness.
They found that !no study has shown that increased access to
[Plan B] reduces unintended pregnancy or abortion rates on a
population level." They concluded that individual use of Plan B
may reduce pregnancy risk by !more than 23 percent," but that
efficacy claims of 80 percent !may overstate actual efficacy, pos-
sibly quite substantially." In short: Plan B works poorly in the
individual woman and not at all in large groups of women.

And Plan B$s side effects and risks are not trivial.  One dose
is the equivalent of taking 40 Ovrette contraceptive pills in 12
hours.  Use of Plan B can result in bleeding disorders, extreme
menstrual cycle irregularities, soaring STD rates, and increased
risk of potentially fatal ectopic pregnancies.

There is also evidence that, depending on the timing of Plan
B relative to ovulation, the drug may act as an abortifacient by
indirectly altering protein levels in the uterine lining so the
week-old embryo cannot implant to receive nutrition from his
or her mother. Girls and their parents deserve the truth about
Plan B % not more deception and wishful thinking.

!Susan E. Wills is assistant director for education and outreach
in the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Burlington is requesting that all
Catholics register their e-mail address
online at www.vermontcatholic.org.

By accumulating VCTsubscriber 
e-mail addresses, the diocese will have
direct and immediate contact with
Catholics.

How to register:
Log on to www.vermontcatholic.org.

On the right side 
of the green bar, click on

REGISTER YOUR E-MAIL.
Complete the form and

hit !submit registration."
That$s it+ 

NOTE: Your e-mail address will not
be sold, loaned or made available to
anyone. All records will be main-
tained securely and used for diocesan
purposes only.

VCT asksÊreaders:ÊRegisterÊ
e-mailÊaddressesÊonline

PlanÊBÊforÊMinors:
A Bad Prescription
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sharing in faith

1. The plagues associated with Egypt are
described first in this book of the Bible:

a. Genesis
b. Exodus
c. Plagues

2. The basic reason for the plagues was: 
a. Moses wished to seek revenge for the

enslavement of the Hebrews.
b. to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrews

go.
c. to convince Pharaoh to give up Aton

and worship JHWH. 

3. How many plagues were there?

a. 13 % this was the origin of 13 being
considered unlucky

b. 12 % one for each tribe of Israel
c. 10 % same as the Commandments

4. Both believers and scoffers agree that all
but the final plague have this in common: 

a. They are all also consistent with natur-
al phenomena.

b. They all begin with the Hebrew letter
!Joth," same as the name Jahweh.

c. They are the same issues that the
Hebrews had to deal with in the desert.

5. The first plague turned this river red:
a. the Nile
b. the Tigris
c. the Red Sea or Reed Sea

6. The next included these creatures,
whose legs are a French delicacy:

a. horses
b. frogs
c. truffles

7. This term may refer to a variety of
insects, as it is somewhat vague:

a. dragonflies
b. beetles
c. gnats

8. And this next plague even had its own
lord, Beelzebub:

a. flies
b. Baal
c. newts

9. Pharaoh was ultimately not cowed by
this plague:

a. disease of livestock, possibly a type of
foot and mouth

b. the turning of all water into wine
c. an early version of marching bands

playing incessantly

10. This hot-sounding affliction even pre-
vented some Egyptians from standing:

a. inflammation of the heels
b. earwax melting
c. boils

11. Although Egypt is regarded as invari-
ably sunny, it does indeed, albeit rarely,
suffer from this plague:

a. global warming
b. icebergs
c. hail

12. The next plague was later in history a
menace to the Mormons, and remains a
threat to many parts of the world:

a. the ban on polygamy
b. locusts
c. ants

13. This, of course, occurs each night, but
in Egypt when it happened during the day
it obscured the Aton, a sun god:

a. the moon waxed full
b. darkness
c. sun devils

14. The final plague has no natural expla-
nation. It was the:

a. death of the firstborn of every family
who did not take specific precautions.

b. slaughter of the Hebrew children by the
Egyptians who were concerned about their
numbers.

c. Black Death, which struck the
Egyptians if they ventured outside.

15. The fact that the Angel of the Lord did
not inflict this plague on certain house-
holds gave rise to the name of the associat-
ed holiday:

a. Booths (or huts), because the Angel
skipped Hebrew booths.

b. Lots, because lots of the Egyptians
were killed. 

c. Passover, because the Angel passed
over certain houses.

TheÊCateQUIZÕemÊbyÊDominicÊCamplisson

TheÊrecentÊadventÊ
of swineÊfluÊevokesÊ

memoriesÊof ancient
plagues.ÊThisÊquizÊlooksÊ

atÊaÊveryÊspecificÊ
setÊof plagues.

Ð On the Record Ð
byÊCharlieÊMartin

The debut, self-titled album of
2008 !American Idol" David Cook
is being met with high expectations.
The record for future success sto-
ries among !Idol" winners is cer-
tainly uneven. Some seem to have
disappeared into rock/pop/histori-
cal footnotes, while others (think
Kelly Clarkson and Carrie
Underwood) have taken a place
among today$s leading recording
stars, as Cook himself is expected
to do.

Off his disc is the release !Light
On." The song speaks about !leav-
ing." The song$s character tells his
girl: !You know we$ve been down
that road what seems a thousand
times before, my back to a closing
door and my eyes to the seasons."
While this leaving is a repeated pat-
tern in their relationship, it is never
clear just why he is leaving.

Regardless of the circum-
stances, the guy encourages her to
!try to leave a light on when I$m
gone." In fact, he tells her that
!even in the daytime, shine on." He
feels that doing so will give him

!something I rely on to get home."
Further, he feels that if she does
this she !won$t feel so alone."

Since the feeling in the song is
one of hope, perhaps this !light" is
actually the love in her heart. He
needs to feel the power of her
love. He knows that it will help
both of them navigate his unde-
fined !leaving."

And this is true+ When you leave
the !light" of your love on for oth-
ers, they will find their way back to
you.

In the Gospel stories, we often
hear Jesus speaking about the
power of light. He tells his friends
that !you are the light for the
world." He reminds them they are
not to hide this light away !under a
basket" but let it glow for all.

Thus, as followers of Jesus, we
need to ask ourselves: How bright-
ly is my light shining? Are there
ways I can turn up the wattage?

If you decide that your !love
light" could shine more brightly
for others, begin by practicing
more acts of kindness. Think in

practical and immediate ways.
What could you do for your par-

ents that would be a kind way of
supporting them with their respon-
sibilities and tasks? What friends
could you text with words of
encouragement? And how about a
spontaneous call to your grandpar-
ents to see how they are managing
the challenges of aging?

Along with kindness, seek out
opportunities for local acts of ser-
vice. For example, donate an hour
or two a week to your local grade
school. Volunteer to help younger
children learn to read.

Another idea is to start a pro-
gram of service with your parish
youth group. At my parish, our high
school youth group puts together
fundraisers to support the impover-
ished teens of our sister parish in
Haiti. Recently, they used the
money gathered to arrange for these
Haitian teens to receive a bunch of
soccer balls.

Be creative. There are so many
ways to bring the caring light of ser-
vice to God$s family.

LeavingÊonÊtheÊlightÊof yourÊlove
ªLight Onº

Never really said too much
Afraid it wouldn$t 

be enough
Just try to keep 
my spirits up

When there$s no point 
in grieving

Doesn$t matter anyway
Words could never 

make me stay
Words will never 

take my place
When you know 

I am leaving

Refrain:
Try to leave a light on 

when I$m gone
Something I rely on 

to get home
One I can feel at night
A naked light, a fire 
to keep me warm

Try to leave a light on 
when I$m gone

Even in the daylight, 
shine on

And when it$s late at night
you can look inside

You won$t feel so alone

You know we$ve been
down that road

What seems a thousand
times before

My back to a closing door
and my eyes to the seasons

They roll out underneath 
my heels

And you don$t know 
how bad it feels

To leave the only one that I
have ever believed in

(Repeat refrain.)

Sometimes it feels like
we$ve run out of luck
When the signal keeps 

on breaking up
When the wires cross 

in my brain
You$ll start my heart again

When I come along

(Repeat refrain.)

Sung by David Cook
Copyright 2008 by RCI

ThisÊcolumnÊisÊsponsoredÊbyÊthe
VermontÊKnightsÊof Columbus.

ANSWERS: 1. b, 2.b,3.c, 4.a, 5.a, 6.b, 7.c, 8.a, 9. a,
10.c, 11.c, 12.b, 13.b, 14.a, 15.c



everyday prayer

Housework never looks so desirable as when I have papers to correct or lessons to plan;
conversely, when I simply cannot put off cleaning the bathroom any longer, any work I have
to do for school seems as attractive to me as the Sirens$ song did to Odysseus$ men.  It is a
strange perversity that many people suffer from % we  have no trouble doing a thing until
we are told we absolutely have to do it.  Then the task, which we would willingly have done
15 minutes before, becomes as appealing to us as last week$s dirty laundry.

That$s when we become masters of rationalization.  We can come up with more plausible
excuses, which is really a polite term for outrageous fabrications, for why a thing simply can-
not be done at that precise time, or in that particular way, or specifically by us.  The crazy
thing is that we usually end up believing our own tales and, sometimes, if we are really good,
we can even convince others that they are true.  However, once in a while, someone finds us
out and calls what we are doing by its proper name, like the time I had a boss who advised
me to stop using energy to explain why I couldn$t do something and instead use that same
energy to figure out a way to do it.  It was one of the best pieces of advice I ever got.

Stephen Dolley Jr. once said, !A man who wants something will find a way; a man who
doesn$t will find an excuse."  If we apply this maxim to our own lives, we will probably dis-
cover something very important % namely, which things, people, values and activities real-
ly matter most to us. For instance, when my son could quote back to me a favorite movie vir-
tually line by line after only a viewing or two, but struggled through the memorization of
French conjugations, it was obvious which thing he valued most; unfortunately, it wasn$t
French grammar.  And when my husband has trouble remembering due dates for bills, but
knows exactly when trout season begins and ends = well, you get the picture.  Jesus would
say that this is how we find out where our heart$s treasure really lies.

All this applies to our spiritual lives as well.  Let$s take prayer, for instance. I can$t remem-
ber the last time I met someone who said, !Oh, I pray about as much as I think I ought to.  I$m
very happy with the state of my prayer life."  What I usually hear instead is, !I need to pray
more.  I really don$t spend enough time in prayer.  If there is one thing I would change in my
spiritual life, it would be the amount of time I spend quietly with God."  No sooner are these
words out of someone$s mouth, however, than the inevitable !buts" begin % !But I$m too busy,
too tired, don$t know where to begin, don$t seem to get anything out of it, don$t feel holy enough
to pray ... " and so on.  I know I$ve said many of these things myself, and I$ll bet you have also,
at one time or another.  But isn$t it funny that while we are having trouble mustering the neces-
sary time, energy and desire to pray, to read a spiritual book, or attend morning Mass, we find
plenty of time to watch TV, surf the Web, read a novel, have a second or third cup of coffee, and
catch the game on ESPN?  !Where your treasure lies, there your heart lies also."

What is it you really want?  One way to find this out is to write down exactly what you
spend your time doing over the next week or so.  Then, when you have an accurate snapshot
of where all those minutes have gone, take an honest look at what you$ve spent them on.  Are
you doing what you really want to do, or what you say you want to do?  Are there some activ-
ities you could replace with something that would be of greater benefit to you, your family, or
your spiritual life?  Do you honestly want to find a way, or is your life littered with excuses?
Ultimately, you are the only person who can decide that.  But remember this: We$ve only been
issued one life apiece, and ultimately we will be accountable for it.  Keep in mind the servant
in Jesus$ parable who buried his talent, made excuses, and lost what little he had.  There was
a reason Jesus told that story.  Maybe now is a good time to pay attention to its lesson.

!Kay Winchester, author of "Everyday Prayer,# resides in Colchester.
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WhereÊdoesÊyourÊheartÕsÊtreasureÊlie?

AÊnewÊstatueÊofÊSt. IsidoreÊwasÊdedicatedÊatÊSt. IsidoreÊChurchÊinÊMontgomeryÊCenter,andÊ(left
toÊright)ÊDeaconÊJonÊRamey; FatherÊDanielÊJordan, pastorÊofÊSt. JohnÊtheÊBaptistÊChurchÊin
EnosburgÊFalls; FatherÊDanielÊWhite, vocationsÊdirectorÊforÊtheÊDioceseÊofÊBurlingtonÊandÊmas-
terÊofÊceremonies; BishopÊSalvatoreÊR. Matano, BishopÊofÊBurlington; andÊFatherÊKarlÊHahr, St.
IsidoreÊParishÊadministrator, poseÊforÊaÊphotographÊfollowingÊtheÊdedicationÊofÊtheÊstatue.The
eventÊtookÊplaceÊMayÊ22. (PhotoÊcourtesyÊofÊArmandÊAuclair)

ST. ALBANS % A VIRTUS Parent
Presentation, !Keeping the Promise
Alive", will take place, here, at Holy
Angels parish hall on, June 2nd at 7:00
p.m. The child safety  awareness presen-
tation of keeping our children and young
people safe will consist of a short video
with a facilitated discussion to follow.
This discussion will include the role of
parents as the primary educators of their

children assisted by the work of reli-
gious education teachers and volunteers,
to emphasize mandatory and ethical
reporting law, to educate on predatory
adult behavior and indentifying victim
behavioral patterns.  All parents and
guardians are encouraged to attend. Pre-
registration is highly recommended by
going to virtus.org or signing up at the
parish office.

VIRTUSÊParentÊPresentation

ComingÊthisÊJulyÊ...
VermontÊCatholic magazine

InÊadditionÊtoÊtheÊnewÊmonthlyÊ
VermontÊCatholicÊmagazine weÊwillÊbeÊe-mailing
updatesÊofÊdiocesanÊnewsÊdirectlyÊtoÊsubscribers.

ToÊreceiveÊtheÊe-newsÊreport
youÊmustÊregisterÊyourÊe-mailÊaddress.

RegisterÊyourÊe-mailÊat:
www.vermontcatholic.org

MailÊto:VermontÊCatholicÊmagazine, P.O. BoxÊ489, BurlingtonÊVTÊ05402-0489

______ÊPresentlyÊIÊdoÊnotÊsubscribeÊtoÊtheÊVCT

SignÊmeÊupÊ...
IÊwantÊtoÊreceiveÊVermontÊCatholicÊmagazine.

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

Town________________________________________ZIP______________

Parish*________________________________________________________

e-mailÊaddress___________________________________________________
*ÊSubscription: $12.00ÊviaÊparishÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ$15.00Êindividual

CHEVROLET

49ÊCrossÊStreetÊÊ¥ÊP.O.ÊBoxÊ442Ê¥ÊIslandÊPond,ÊVermontÊ05846
(802)723-4455Ê¥Ê(800)750-2425

www.brightonchevrolet.com
brigchev51@hotmail.com

BRIGHTON CHEVROLET
Where you always deal with the owner.

GMÊProgramÊCars

CRAIGÊGOULET
Dealer/Owner

Res.Ê(802)723-4450

ALBERT GOULET
Dealer/Owner

Res.Ê(802)723-6225

Since
1952

A Federally-funded
program, through

the Vermont
Department of Health

provides breast and
cervical cancer screening

at no cost to women
age 50 and over with

limited in-comes.
For information call

Ladies First 
at (802)865-2278.

Vermont
Ladies First



Holy Thursday morning
is the traditional time in the
liturgy of the Church when
the Chrism Mass is celebrat-
ed. At that Mass, the holy
oils to be used in the sacra-
ments are blessed, and all
the priests of the diocese,
gathered around their bish-
op, renew their priestly
promises. They are called,
in a sense, to !fan the flame"
of their ordination, whether
it was one year before, or 50
years. 

Sometimes, in a mistaken desire for
inclusiveness and a desire to celebrate all
!ministries," as though they were the
same, this one celebration of the priest-
hood in an entire year can be overshad-
owed. Similarly, priests are expected to
wait for 25 years before they have the
temerity to celebrate their anniversary of
priestly ordination. I wonder how a hus-
band or wife would feel, if their spouse
decided to forget the wedding anniver-
sary for a decade or two, or longer? 

The reason why the renewal of priest-
ly promises traditionally takes place at
the morning Chrism Mass is because
something very special happened on
Holy Thursday. At the Evening Mass of
the Lord$s Supper, we celebrate not only
the institution of the Eucharist, but the
institution of the priesthood; indeed, there
is no Eucharist without the priesthood. As
the eminent French Catholic, Francois
Mauriac, wrote in 1931, in his book !Le
Jeudi-Saint": !The grace of Holy
Thursday will be transmitted unto the end
of time, unto the last of the priests who
will celebrate the last Mass in a shattered
universe. Holy Thursday created these
men; a mark was stamped on them; a sign
was given to them."

In a week$s time, something very spe-
cial will happen in this small diocese sit-
uated in one of the most aggressively sec-
ular states in the nation: four men will
receive the grace of Holy Thursday, a
mark will be !stamped on them," an
indelible mark which can never be
erased. They will be ordained Catholic
priests, men dedicated for the rest of their

lives to offer the holy sacri-
fice of the Mass, to forgive
sins, to anoint the sick and
to teach the Faith. Mauriac
continues: !People say there
is a scarcity of priests. In
truth, what an adorable mys-
tery it is that there are still
any priests." What an
!adorable mystery" it is that
four young men would offer
their lives to Jesus Christ to
be sacrificing priests in the
state of Vermont in 2009+ 

There is no longer any pedestal for
these four men to stand on as priests;
rightly so, say many, perhaps a little too
gleefully. All highly talented individuals,
they will be paid, after six or seven years
of higher education, the salary of a New
York cab driver, for the !laborer deserves
his wages." Not for money do they seek
this mark that will be !stamped on them,"
nor prestige nor earthly power.
Sometimes they will experience, to a
greater or lesser extent, the hatred of the
priesthood which has existed since the
trial of the great High Priest. Sadly, it will
not only be from outside the family of the
Church that this contempt for the sacred
priesthood will come.

Yet they will experience, to a much
greater degree, the immense support of the
faithful who truly appreciate the gift that is
given to the Church. They already know,
or will soon learn, that this devotion to the
priesthood from the truly faithful does not,
in any measure, depend on their personal-
ities, their joke-telling abilities, their !cool-
ness," or their willingness to sanction what
cannot be sanctioned. It is because these
men will be, when that mark is stamped,
identified in the most profound way with
the person of Jesus Christ. 

The love of the priesthood is the love
of Jesus Christ; we would, as St. John
Vianney said, !die of love" if we truly
understood this mystery. They will, what-
ever their earthly age, become very old %
as the wise and learned Father George
Rutler has written: !Whatever age a man
is chronologically, when the priestly stole
is placed on his shoulders he becomes two
thousand, as he is united to the office of

Christ." This thought should inspire great
humility in every priest; all the glory
belongs to one he represents. As a newly
ordained priest, I vividly remember, on a
visit to a friend in Normandy, being
addressed as !mon pere" by an eminent
and aged doctor: there was a man who
understood the mark that was stamped,
and indeed, it humbled the one addressed. 

There was a time, a few years ago,
when the Chrism Mass celebration in
some dioceses would be marred by a
demonstration. A small group of middle-
aged or long-past-middle-aged women
would gather to demand the !right" to be
ordained Catholic priests, a theological
impossibility, as solemnly stated by Pope
John Paul II. How refreshing that, at least
in England, groups of young people,
men, women and children, now gather to
thank their priests, hand out prayer cards
and demand nothing, save that their
priests be faithful to their promises. 

As these four young men are ordained
at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral on May 30, at
10:00 a.m., would it not be a wonderful

thing to have that great building, which
seats eleven hundred, overflowing with
the faithful of the Diocese of Burlington?
You may not know them, but one day
they might serve in your parish, baptize
your children, marry you, heal you in the
sacrament of reconciliation, or be at the
bedside of a dying loved one. The televi-
sion cameras will be there % all the old
sound bites will be used, I will not repeat
them, but the picture will preach more
effectively than any tired old sound bite:
a full church, happy priests, and four
young men giving their lives to the ser-
vice of Christ and His Church.

!Father Benedict Kiely is pastor of
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Stowe,
director of Continuing Education for
Clergy for the Diocese of Burlington, and
Burlington Police Department chaplain.
Father Kiely regrets that he is unable to
enter into personal correspondence with
readers.

Copyright 2009, Father Benedict Kiely

ÔAÊmarkÊwasÊstampedÊonÊthemÕ

FatherÊBenedictÊKiely

the sword of the spirit
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PATCH"S PETROLEUM
PO Box 400
Rutland, Vermont 05702
(802) 775-5583

Heating Oils, Propane
Plumbing & Heating Services

OUR SERVICE MAKES WARM FRIENDS
Barre-Montpelier Road, Barre, VT

(802)223-6337 1-800-278-CODY

New Ahlborn-Galanti and Viscount Organs
Used Church Organs, Organ Repair

1-800-776-2935    www.vermontchurchorgans.com
HARMONY HOUSE

Spring is here! 
ReturningÊtoÊVermont?ÊNotifyÊtheÊ VCTÊofficeÊ
thatÊyouÊhaveÊreturnedÊsoÊyouÕllÊnotÊmissÊ

aÊsingleÊissueÊof theÊTribune !
E-mail us at: advertising@vermontcatholic.org

Call us at:658-6110, ext. 1214 

StudentsÊofÊSt. PaulÊCatholicÊSchoolÊinÊBartonÊcongregateÊinÊfrontÊofÊtheÊchurchÊasÊthey
prepareÊforÊtheirÊtripÊtoÊSt. JosephÊOratoryÊinÊMontrealÊMayÊ1.TheÊend-of-the-school-year
trekÊtoÊCanadaÊincludedÊaÊvisitÊtoÊtheÊBiodome.(PhotoÊcourtesyÊofÊSt.PaulÊSchool)
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Jesus looked up into the night sky
and said, !Father, the hour has come.
Give glory to your son, so that your son
may glorify you. ... I revealed your
name to those whom you gave me out
of the world. They belonged to you,
and you gave them to me, and they
have kept your word."

Jesus paused to think of his friends
and of the people who believe in God.

Then he continued praying. !And
now I will no longer be in the world,
but they are in the world, while I am
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one just as we are."

Jesus remembered how thousands
of people at a time would come to hear
him or come to be healed. So many, yet
they would someday be one together,
like a family, with God as their Father.
Yet Jesus also knew that soon he would
be leaving them to return to be with his
Father: !But now I am coming to you.
I speak this in the world so that they
may share my joy completely. I gave
them your word, and the world hated
them, because they do not belong to
the world."

Almost pleading for the safety of
the people he loved, Jesus said to his

Father, !I do not ask that you take them
out of the world but that you keep them
from the evil one. They do not belong
to the world any more than I belong to
the world."

Jesus was tired and his knees were
sore, but he continued to pray. He
knew he was not going to be on the
earth much longer, and there were so
many things he wanted to present to his
Father in prayer.

!Consecrate them in the truth,"

Jesus continued. !Your word is truth.
As you sent me into the world, so I sent
them into the world. And I consecrate
myself for them, so that they also may
be consecrated in truth."

As Jesus prayed, he told his Father
of the love he had for his people.
!Father, they are your gift to me," he
said. !I wish that where I am they also
may be with me, that they may see my
glory that you gave me, because you
loved me before the foundation of the
world."

Jesus prays to his Father
By Joe Sarnicola

READ MORE ABOUT IT:

John 17

Q&APUZZLE:

SPOTLIGHT ON SAINTS:
St. Germanus

The Gospel of John is not strictly an
account of the life of Jesus. The other
three Gospels open with either the story
of the birth of Jesus or the ministry of
John the Baptist. John$s Gospel opens
with a brief prologue, or introduction,
that speaks of someone called !the
Word."

This Word was in the beginning with
God, and in fact was God. Then, John
tells us, this Word became flesh and !we
saw his glory, the glory as of the
Father$s only Son." John is talking
about Jesus.

John$s is the only Gospel that
recounts the story of the first miracle
performed by Jesus, when he changed
water into wine at a wedding in Cana.
And one of the most beautiful verses in
the New Testament is John 3:16 where
Jesus explains why his Father sent him
into the world.

St. Germanus (496-576) was born in
France. He received formal religious
training for much of his life. He became
a priest and then the abbot of one of the
suburbs of his hometown of Autun.

King Childebert promoted Germanus
to the see of Paris. In spite of his impor-
tant job, Germanus continued to live
simply and was always caring for the
poor and unfortunate people of his com-
munity. The king was so impressed by
the compassion and generosity of
Germanus, that he, too, began to help
the poor, and he also helped pay for new
religious buildings.

Germanus founded a church in Paris
with a monastery that became the burial
place of the royal family. The church
was named for Germanus after his
death. We honor him on May 28.

BIBLE ACCENT:

1. Why did Jesus want his
Father to give him glory?

2. When did God first love
Jesus?

bible trivia
Who are the three persons
of the Holy Trinity?

ListedÊbelowÊareÊpeopleÊwhoÊmightÊparticipate
isÊsomeÊwayÊduringÊtheÊMass.ÊMatchÊthemÊwith
whatÊtheyÊmightÊdo.

Answer:Father,Son,Holy Spirit.

Answers: 1. b, 2. a, 3. f, 4. e, 5. d, 6. c.

____Ê1.ÊPriest

____Ê2.ÊLector

____Ê3.ÊUsher

____Ê4.ÊAltarÊserver

____Ê5.ÊEucharisticÊminister

____Ê6.ÊCantor

a.ÊreadÊfromÊtheÊOld
Testament

b.ÊgiveÊtheÊhomily

c.ÊleadÊtheÊsinging

d.ÊhelpÊtoÊserveÊCommunion
e.ÊholdÊtheÊBibleÊforÊthe
priest

f.ÊcollectÊtheÊofferings
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BRATTLEBORO % Patti Cheslawski$s
third- and fourth-graders at St. Michael
School here have been studying Vermont
history, particularly famous Vermonters.
As part of the unit, students made life
like drawings of historical figures they
admire.

The class also is participating in the
Park-McCullough$s !Servant-for-a-Day"
Program, made possible through the
museum$s History Outreach Program.

Prior to visiting the North
Bennington home, students studied the

impact of immigration
during the 1800s on
Vermont.  According to
Mrs. Cheslawski, !It was
interesting for my students
to recognize the role of
immigration to our state.
They were also amazed
not only to learn how
many children left home to
find a better life in the
United States, but also to
help the family back
home. We tend to forget
that immigrants to this
country used their earnings
to help family members
who were unable to travel
here."

In order to prepare for
the field trip, the home$s
!butler" first visited the
classroom.  He told the
students what would be
expected of them if hired. Students then
had to prepare letters of application,
which they took on the day of the actual
visit. 

Upon arrival at the home, students
were informed they had been hired.
Girls were given aprons and taught the
tasks of a female servant during the
mid-to-late 1800s.  Boys were also
given training in the jobs they would be
expected to perform. Students received
play money when their application was

accepted.  Additional payment was to
be received following the time of
employment. Once back in the class-
room, students prepared letters home
which explained the job and a promise
to send money.

!This program not only covers social
studies," said Mrs. Cheslawski, !but is
interdisciplinary. It includes all the core
academic areas in a friendly, hands-on
manner.  We are very fortunate to have a
program so convenient to Brattleboro."

BrattleboroÊstudentsÊparticipateÊ
inÊÔServant-for-a-DayÕÊprogram

TheÊPark-McCulloughÊbutlerÊshowsÊtheÊnewÊÒimmigrantÊser-
vantsÓÑÊÊstudentsÊfromÊSt.MichaelÊSchoolÊinÊBrattleboroÊÑÊthe
properÊwayÊtoÊbrushÊaÊmanÕsÊjacket.

BURLINGTON % Bishop Salvatore R.
Matano, Bishop of Burlington, will
ordain four men to the priesthood on May
30 at 10 a.m. at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral.

To be ordained are Deacons Sean P.
Dowling, Timothy P. Naples, Dwight
Baker and Brian J. O$Donnell.

The public is invited to attend this
special event.

This is the largest group of priests to
be ordained in Vermont in years.

BishopÊMatano
toÊordainÊ4Ê
toÊpriesthood

St.ÊAnneÕsÊShrineÊtoÊopenÊfor
2009Êpilgrimage,ÊtouristÊseason
ISLE LAMOTTE % St. Anne$s Shrine
here will reopen for the 2009 pilgrimage
and tourist season on Saturday, May 23,
with a 7 p.m. Mass.

Mass on Sunday, May 25, will be at
10:30 a.m.  

The Mass schedule for the season
will be as follows: 

! Saturday at 7 p.m. (May 23-Sept. 5)
! Sunday at 9 a.m.  (June 21-Sept. 6);

10:30 a.m.  (May 24 > Oct. 11)
! Monday through Friday at 11:15

a.m.  (June 29 > Aug. 28)

The shrine features a newly appointed
visitor$s center which houses the office,
history room, gifts, café and public
restrooms.  The welcome center/gift shop
will be open every weekend beginning
May 23 and daily beginning June 21. 

Many new and returning programs
are scheduled for the season. The café
will be open every weekend and daily
beginning mid-June, serving snacks,
ice cream, beverages and lunch.
Group meals and buffets will be served
by reservation.

Submissions andÊevents
forÊtheÊfinalÊissueÊof TheÊVermontÊCatholicÊTribune

mustÊbeÊreceivedÊonÊorÊbeforeÊMayÊ26.ÊÊPlease
sendÊsubmissionsÊforÊAroundÊtheÊDiocese,
SteeplesÊandÊFaces,ÊandÊtheÊCalendarÊtoÊ

catholictribune@yahoo.com.

BURLINGTON % After a rigorous,
nationwide search for a new principal
to replace MaryBeth Davidson, who is
retiring at the end of this school year, a
resident of Charlotte has been selected
to serve as new principal at Christ the
King School here.

The search committee received
resumes from throughout the country
and interviewed numerous candidates
from Vermont to California. After care-
ful thought and consideration, a deci-
sion was made that the best candidate
for the position was Christ the King$s
associate principal, Paulette Thibault of

Charlotte. She is currently the technol-
ogy teacher at CKS, too.

During Davidson$s years as princi-
pal, CKS has grown and achieved
many of its goals of providing students
with the knowledge and experiences
that will stimulate their growth: intel-
lectually, spiritually, physically, and
emotionally.

The most recent accomplishment
under her leadership was the school$s
New England Association of Schools
and Colleges accreditation in which
CKS was given a rating of exemplary
in 15 out of 16 categories.

ChristÊtheÊKingÊSchool
BurlingtonÊnamesÊnewÊprincipal
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Tuesday, May 26
COLCHESTER % St. Michael$s College

presents Jonathan Tortolano performing music
for solo cello in the Chapel of St. Michael the
Archangel at 12:15 p.m. He is a member of the
faculty of the Toronto Conservatory of Music.
The Sixth Suite by J.S. Bach will explore the
hidden sounds of the cello. Tortolano will play
the First Suite for Cello by Max Reger as well.
Tortolano is a native of Vermont who has been
living and working in Canada since 1999. He
is a graduate of Oberlin College and the
Cleveland Institute of Music, and has been a
member of the Spoleto Music Festival in Italy
and South Carolina, the Scotia Music Festival
and Centre D$arts of Orford, Que.
Saturday, May 30

BENNINGTON % Sacred Heart St.
Francis Parish will have a chicken and biscuit
dinner from 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the parish cen-

ter. The menu also includes mashed potatoes,
cold slaw, vegetables, rolls and butter, gravy,
!Lazy Gal$s Delight" (cake), coffee,
tea, milk and lemonade. Takeout will
be available. The cost is *7.95 for
adults and *3.95 for children.
Sunday, May 31

COLCHESTER % The
Vermont Choral Union,
directed by Gary Moreau,
will present its spring concert at 3 p.m. in
the Recital Hall at McCarthy Arts Center
here at St. Michael$s College. The program
features the Mass for Double Choir of
Frank Martin. The Mass has been consid-
ered !one of the great choral monuments of
the 20th century." The program also
includes music of Durufle, Holst, Taverner
and Vaughn Williams. Tickets at the door
are *12 (*6 for seniors and students).

Admission is free with a St. Michael$s
College ID. 

UNDERHILL CENTER % There will be
a chicken and biscuit dinner at St. Thomas
Church.  The dinner will be served buffet
style from 4-7 p.m. No reservations are nec-
essary, but calling the rectory with the num-
ber of those attending will help with the plan-

ning. Take-out dinners will be
available. The cost is by
donation. The menu will
include chicken and gravy,
biscuits, mashed potatoes,
coleslaw, peas, carrots and
cranberry sauce, with warm
apple crisp and ice cream for

dessert. For more information, call St.
Thomas rectory at 899-4632.
Thursday, June 4

ESSEX JUNCTION % There will be a
prayer meeting at St. Lawrence Rectory on
West Street at 7 p.m. Meetings are generally
each first and third Thursday of the month and
include praise and worship, spiritual teachings
and petitions. Healing prayer is offered. For
more information, call Jeannine Dattilio at

862-1390 or Janet Hatin at 864-5057.
Saturday, June 6

BRATTLEBORO % The Daughters of
Isabella will host their eighth annual silent
auction and dinner in Rand Hall at St. Michael
School on Walnut Street from 5-7 p.m.
Lasagna, salad and dessert will be served for
*5. There will be all-new items to bid on.
Sunday, June 7

RUTLAND % Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish will host a community breakfast to cel-
ebrate community on the Feast of the Holy
Trinity. The breakfast will be served from 8-
10 a.m. and include eggs, pancakes, breakfast
meats, pastries and beverages. The cost is *5
for adults and *3 for children 5-12; those
under 5 are free.
Tuesday, June 9

ST. JOHNSBURY % The Caledonia
Right to Life group will meet at 7 p.m. at the
Father Joseph Lively Center at 506 Summer
St., a change of location.  All who are inter-
ested in !Right to Life" are encouraged to
attend. For more information, call Donna at
467-8369, Eric at 633-3203 or Sally or Bill at
748-3930.

The St. Rose of Lima annual barn salein South Hero takes
place Saturday, May 23, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday, May
24, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  On Saturday there will be a bake sale,
and lunch will be served.  Homemade goodies, chili and sand-
wiches will be available.

Kelly Cobler, 15,of Essex Junction, and a parishioner at St.
Lawrence Church, is conducting a stuffed animal drive, run-
ning through the first week of June. She is collecting new
stuffed animals to donate to the Vermont Children$s Hospital
to be used as comfort items by hospitalized children. For
more information or to contribute, call her at 878-8614.

Trinity College of Vermont Association of Alumni and
Friendswill host Reunion 2009 June 12-13. On June 12 from
5-7 p.m. there will be light refreshments at the Vermont
National Country Club. The cost is *10 plus a cash bar. On
June 13, there will be an 11:30 a.m. luncheon and annual
meeting at the Ice House restaurant in Burlington. The cost is
*25 in advance, *30 after June 4. For more information and
registration, go to www.tcvt.org or mail inquiries to P.O. Box
5186, Essex Junction, VT 05453.

Central Vermont Catholic School will be hosting its annual
Spring Fling Carnival fundraiser at the St. Monica campus
in Barre from Thursday, June 11, to Sunday, June 14. The
activities will include games and rides for all ages. The hours
of operation will be Thursday and Friday 5-10 p.m., Saturday
noon-10 p.m., and Sunday 1-6 p.m. For more information,
call the school at 476-5015.

The St. Vincent DePaul Centerat St. Francis Xavier
Parish in Winooski is in need of good used clothing.
Donations may be brought to the center on Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday from 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Call
the center at 655-3006 for more information. The St.
Vincent DePaul Center will be open on the second
Saturday of each month from 9 a.m.-noon.

The College of St. Joseph Soccer Campwill take place June
29-July 3 from 9 a.m.-noon at the soccer field. Any girl or boy
entering third through sixth grade in the fall may participate.
The camp will be directed by Ray Fish, the men$s head soccer
coach at CSJ. The cost is *80 per student and *65 for each addi-

tional family member. A *25 deposit is due with registration.
Every camper will receive a T-shirt, soccer ball and certificate.

Brittany Bryan, a 2005 graduate of Rice Memorial High
School in South Burlington, will graduate in May from
Boston College, and she was recently awarded a Fulbright

Scholarship to teach English in Germany
next year. Among her accomplishments at
Boston College, Brittany rowed on the
women$s crew team her freshman year,
participated in a number of retreats as well
as three service trips to the Appalachian
region and New Orleans and has been a
College Bound mentor for local high
school students for three years. She spent

six months in Germany at the Catholic University of
Eichstaett in her junior year. She was to graduate with a dou-
ble major in psychology and German. She is the daughter of
Alexander and Nancy Bryan of Shelburne.

On July 28 the Rutland Catholic Schools will honor Msgr.
Wendell Searles, a Mount St. Joseph Academy, Rutland, prin-
cipal during the 1960s; Sister of St. Joseph Rita Marie
Emerson, MSJ $43 and a principal at both St. Peter and Christ
the King schools in Rutland; Dr. Bob Rotella, MSJ $67, a
noted sports psychologist; and Margie Canary, MSJ $52, a
longtime business manager at MSJ, for their dedication to the
schools. The purpose of this event is to raise money for schol-
arships to enable students to receive the benefits of a Catholic
education at Christ the King School and Mount St. Joseph
Academy.  This recognition will occur at a reception and din-
ner at the Rutland Holiday Inn beginning at 6 p.m.  For infor-
mation, contact the Rutland Catholic Schools Office of
Development at 775-0151.

The Partners in Service bicycle restoration projecthas
been very successful in the Bennington area. In cooperation
with the DCF foster child program, HIS Pantry at Sacred
Heart St. Francis de Sales Parish in Bennington and others,
organizers have found new homes for more than 200 donated
bikes. Additional bikes are needed, especially mountain bikes
and full-size adult bikes. Call Betty or Barth at 442-9504 to
arrange for collection or delivery of donation bikes and to get
directions to come see what$s available at present.
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SteeplesÊ&ÊFaces

May/June
Happenings

NEWÊCOMPUTERS
ÑÊ MichaelÊ Early,
MaterÊChristiÊSchool
technologyÊcoordina-
tor, showsÊ Faith
Hubert, gradeÊthree
teacherÊ atÊ the
BurlingtonÊ school,
someÊofÊtheÊcompo-
nentsÊ ofÊ theÊ new
computersÊrecently
givenÊbyÊanÊanony-
mousÊ donor. The

schoolÊreceivedÊaÊ20-inchÊiMacÊandÊ10ÊMacBookÊlaptops.TheÊgift
alsoÊincludesÊwirelessÊInternetÊsetupsÊwhichÊareÊnetworkedÊtogeth-
er.TheÊiMacÊhasÊitsÊownÊprinterÊandÊiLifeÊmediaÊsoftware, includ-
ingÊphotoÊediting, moviemaking, videoÊrecording, InternetÊchatÊand
musicÊmaking.TheÊsystemÊisÊbeingÊstoredÊinÊaÊcentralÊareaÊofÊthe
MCSÊelementaryÊbuildingÊwithÊaÊportableÊnotebookÊcartÊtoÊmake
sharingÊamongÊtheÊclassroomsÊeasy.

BrittanyÊBryanMAYÊCROWNINGÊÑÊNoelleÊCaveÊcrownsÊtheÊMadonnaÊdella
StradaÊstatueÊassistedÊbyÊherÊparents, NicoleÊandÊCharles, and
brother, Justin, atÊSt. JohnÊtheÊBaptistÊChurchÊinÊNorthÊBennington.
MarianÊdevotionsÊforÊMayÊtookÊplaceÊinÊMaryÕsÊGardenÊatÊthe
churchÊonÊMayÊ3.TheÊrosary, MarianÊhymnsÊandÊprayersÊwere
alsoÊpartÊofÊtheÊservice. HolyÊCrossÊFatherÊPatÊWalsh, administra-
torÊofÊSt. John, gaveÊaÊreflectionÊonÊMaryÕsÊresponseÊtoÊwhatÊGod
askedÊofÊherÊandÊnotedÊthatÊitÊisÊanÊexampleÊallÊshouldÊfollow.A
prayerÊtoÊendÊabortionÊalsoÊwasÊrecitedÊbyÊallÊinÊattendance. Kevin
BordenÊdirectedÊtheÊmusicÊforÊtheÊservice.
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By George Weigel
He was an amazingly prolific writer, but the late

Father Richard John Neuhaus was also finicky about
writing. He would personally review the galleys of each
issue of First Things, the journal he founded, which was
one reason the magazine was a pleasure to read: it was
edited, and re-edited, and then edited again. But Richard
was particularly finicky about his books.
Last August, in what turned out to have
been the last of our 22 summer vacations
together, he sat in his cottage on the Ottawa
River and, pounding away on his beloved
MacBookPro, edited, and reworked, and
then re-edited the book that is now his
posthumous literary valedictory %
!American Babylon: Notes of a Christian
Exile" (Basic Books).

!American Babylon" is vintage
Neuhaus, in several senses of the term. It
deepens themes Richard had been explor-
ing since !Time Toward Home" (1975) and !The Naked
Public Square" (1984), especially the continually vexed
question of church and state. It includes perhaps his most
developed reflection on the importance of living
Judaism for Christianity. It takes up the cudgels in
defense of life and sharply critiques the !immortality
project" with which some scientists are obsessed. 

There is a notable chapter on Richard Rorty, one of
the most influential of contemporary American philoso-
phers, whose pragmatic case for democracy Neuhaus

found perilously thin. And there is the final version of a
famous lecture to which Richard gave the deliberately
provocative title, !Can an Atheist Be a Good Citizen?"
(Answer: Yes, but only accidentally.) 

Above all, and tying it all together, is Richard
Neuhaus$ profound conviction that this gloriously
messy, often maddening, sometimes exhilarating busi-

ness we call !living here and now" is time
spent on the way to Somewhere Else %
!time toward home," as he called it in that
earlier book, time toward the New
Jerusalem, time toward life within the light
and love of the Holy Trinity. Richard
Neuhaus loved this life, as he loved New
York City and as he loved America. Yet,
above those loves and giving those loves
meaning was his love of Christ and Christ$s
Church. For RJN was a radically converted
Christian disciple who believed with the
author of the Letter to the Hebrews that

!here we have no lasting city," because everything about
this city, about life here and now, is directed toward !the
city which is to come" (Heb 13:14).  

Now, as Richard often pointed out, it was precisely
that loyalty to !the city which is to come" that makes
serious Christians good citizens of a democracy % or
at least good citizens of a democracy that does not
divinize itself. By reminding democratic citizens that
democratic citizenship is penultimate % for our ulti-
mate citizenship is in the City of the Living God %

Christians can give politics its due while helping keep
politics in its place. Which is an important place, but
not the ultimate place. Indeed, the name for the kind of
politics that takes politics with ultimate seriousness is
!totalitarianism." It killed several hundred million peo-
ple in the 20th century.  

In some respects, !American Babylon" is a darker
book than !The Naked Public Square" % which is
understandable because the times are darker, or at the
very least quite different. Jihadism is a murkier external
threat than communism. Postmodernism, in which
there$s your truth and my truth but nothing properly
describable as !the" truth, makes for a slippery public
square in which it$s hard to get intellectual traction.
Whatever else the democratization of discussion and
opinion has done (via the Internet, talk radio, 24/7 cable
news, etc.), it$s also dumbed things down, to the point
where the ability to craft the telling sound bite is mistak-
en for political wisdom. In his last year, RJN knew that
the project to which he had given over 40 years of his
life % the creation of a !religiously informed public phi-
losophy for the American experiment in ordered liberty"
% was in serious trouble. 

But he was a warrior, and a happy one at that. And he
kept fighting until the end. !American Babylon" is the last
intellectual testament of a Christian soldier, always mov-
ing onward toward his true home, the New Jerusalem. 

!George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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