
By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON Ñ The Vermont Catholic Tribune:
Oct. 5, 1956-June 5, 2009.

As The Vermont Catholic Tribunebiweekly dioce-
san newspaper prepares to give rise to a new monthly
magazine, Vermont Catholic, and online news reports,
itÕs interesting to take a look back on more than 50
years of Catholic news reporting to see just what the
ÒbigÓ stories have been. 

For some, ÒbigÓ news was the Second Vatican
Council, the publication of the ÒnewÓ Catechism of the
Catholic Church, or the deaths of popes and the naming
of their successors. For others, important news was that
which was closer to home: new bishops, right-to-life
legislation, clergy abuse or the openings and closings of
Catholic schools.

Ordinations, religious vows, graduations, religious
education programs, youth events and social justice
issues were all headlined. Personality profiles, parish fea-
tures, parish closings and mergers received coverage, too.

The diocesan newspaper contained pastoral letters,
editorials, letters to the editor and even Òmeet-the-
trainÓ tidbits about people and events in the statewide
diocese. Education, the environment, the nuclear arms
race, womenÕs roles, the clergy shortage, the ordination
of deacons, female altar servers and societal issues
were discussed.

But what was the really big news over the course of
more than a half-century? Liberation theology? The
founding of a Vermont Catholic peace organization?
Pope John Paul IIÕs visits to the United States? This
yearÕs priestly ordination of four men? The defeat of
euthanasia legislation? Religious-order mergers? Civil
unions first created in Vermont and then same-sex mar-
riage? The death of a bishop or the installation of one?
Civil rights? New college presidents?

ItÕs safe to say they were all ÒbigÓ to some extent or
another, because they all found a place in the pages of
this newspaper. 

In the 1950s, the political situation in Hungary
grabbed headlines and, like countless other events or
issues, the newspaper localized and personalized the
story with something related happening here in the
Green Mountain State. ÒHaving fought the good fight
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WASHINGTON (CNS) Ñ
President Barack Obama has nom-
inated prominent
Catholic theologian
Miguel Diaz to
become ambassador to
the Vatican. In a state-
ment issued May 27,
the White House
announced DiazÕs
nomination, along
with nominees for
ambassadors to the
United Kingdom,
France, Japan, India
and several other
countries. Diaz, 45, is
a professor of theology at the
College of St. Benedict and St.
JohnÕs University, both in
Collegeville, Minn. He is a board
member of the Catholic
Theological Society of America
and former president of the
Academy of Catholic Hispanic

Theologians of the United States.
His wife, Marian, is an adjunct
instructor at St. Benedict and St.
JohnÕs. Diaz served as a member of
ObamaÕs Catholic advisory team
during the campaign and was a reg-
ular campaign spokesman on

ObamaÕs behalf, par-
ticularly in the
Spanish-language
press. ÒI am very
honored, grateful,
and humbled that
President Obama has
nominated me to
serve as ambassador
to the Holy See,Ó
said Diaz in a state-
ment forwarded to
Catholic News
Service by the uni-
versity. ÒIf con-

firmed by the U.S. Senate I will
continue the work of my predeces-
sors and build upon 25 years of for-
mal diplomatic relations with the
Holy See. I wish to be a bridge
between our nation and the Holy
See.Ó A native of Havana, Diaz was
praised as Òa leading Hispanic the-

ologian in the United States,Ó by
Benedictine Abbot John Klassen,
chancellor of St. JohnÕs University.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) Ñ The
Vatican has condemned the latest
round of nuclear testing and missile
launching by North Korea, warning
that these acts of aggression threaten
Òthe very survivalÓ of the countryÕs
own people by exacerbating its isola-
tion. The Vatican newspaper,
LÕOsservatore Romano, published a
front-page news story May 27 along
with an editorial titled ÒInternational
isolation as a regimeÕs choice.Ó
North Korea drew swift and angry
international condemnation after
announcing May 25 that it had suc-
cessfully performed a nuclear exper-
iment. Seismic equipment registered
a small blast in the eastern portion of
the country. Three short-range mis-
siles were then launched into the Sea
of Japan. The following day, May
26, two more missiles were launched
off the countryÕs eastern coast. In its
commentary, LÕOsservatore said,
ÒBarack Obama has condemned
PyongyangÕs nuclear test, labeling it
a threat to international security and
peace. But even before being a threat
to peace, this atomic experiment
constitutes a threat to the very sur-
vival of the North Korean people
who will pay the consequences of
the isolation the regime has chosen.Ó
Pyongyang is North KoreaÕs capital.

news in brief
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
Each year the annual PeterÕs Pence collection

allows the Holy Father to provide emergency assis-
tance to victims of war, disease, oppression and nat-
ural disaster.

With this yearÕs theme, ÒCast the Light of Christ
Upon the World,Ó we recall the apostolic journey of
Pope Benedict XVI to the United States in 2008,
when he said during his homily at St. PatrickÕs
Cathedral in New York: ÒIn the finest traditions of
the Church in this country, may you also be the first
friend of the poor, the homeless, the stranger, the
sick and all who suffer.  Act as beacons of hope,
casting the light of Christ upon the world.Ó

In 2007, about one-third of the worldwide pro-
ceeds of the PeterÕs Pence Collection came from the
United States. Pope Benedict XVI needs our con-
tinued generosity to effectively carry out his works
of charity. With your contribution, please help
insure the success of this years PeterÕs Pence
Collection which will be held on the weekend of
June 27-28.

Thanking you for your generous support of the
works of the Holy Father and asking you to join me
in prayer for Pope Benedict XVI and his mission, I
remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano
Bishop of Burlington
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PATCHÕS PETROLEUM
PO Box 400
Rutland, Vermont 05702
(802) 775-5583

Heating Oils, Propane
Plumbing & Heating Services

OUR SERVICE MAKES WARM FRIENDS

Mark your 
calendar!
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BELLOWS FALLS Ñ Bishop
Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of
Burlington, traveled to St. Charles
Church recently to help local
Catholics kick off the annual
BishopÕs Fund.

ÒThe goal of the BishopÕs Fund
is not just money, but also evange-
lization,Ó he told more than 100
priests and parishioners from more
than a dozen surrounding parishes
gathered for the special Mass.

He spoke enthusiastically, focus-
ing on the many blessings seen
throughout the statewide diocese.

Bishop Matano attended a
reception following the Mass.

The bishopÕs trip to St. Charles
Church was one of the eight visits
to parishes this summer to kick off
the 2009 BishopÕs Fund.  He visit-

ed Rutland, Bellows Falls, St.
Albans, Bennington, Randolph,
Hardwick, Winooski and Troy.
Nearly 1,200 people attended the
eight Masses.

Beginning with these BishopÕs
Fund kickoff Masses, the BishopÕs
Fund hopes to reach out to as many
as possible in the diocese.

Rich Fischer, director of stew-
ardship and development for the
diocese, noted that pledge cards
have been redesigned to include
space for prayer requests. More
than 500 prayer requests have been
received, and all intentions will be
remembered each month during a
Mass offered at the Bishop Brady
Center. ÒOur hope is to extend the
hands of Christ to each other,Ó
Fischer said.
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By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

COLCHESTER Ñ The Religious
Hospitallers of St. Joseph have a lot to cele-
brate this year: ItÕs the 350th anniversary of
the arrival of the first three sisters from
France to America in 1659 and the 115th
anniversary of the arrival in Vermont of the
first five sisters from Montreal in 1894.

The Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph
are known for their service to the sick and
poor and for their health care ministry, hav-
ing founded and staffed Fanny Allen
Hospital for years.

ÒThroughout the past centuries, the sis-
ters, in collaboration with partners of all
faiths and cultures, established more than 50
health care institutions despite many political
and religious constraints,Ó noted Sister Irene
Duchesneau, a Religious Hospitaller of St.
Joseph who currently serves as executive
director of the Fanny Allen Foundation. ÒThey
undertook high-risk ventures such as caring for
lepers from 1868-1968, tuberculosis patients,
orphans and unwed mothers at a time when
these were the most abandoned.Ó

Creativity, responsible stewardship and
heritage of collaboration and partnership have
ensured the transitioning to meet new needs,
Sister Duchesneau noted. Nursing schools
were renovated to serve as domestic violence
and detoxification centers, tuberculosis sani-
taria to housing and long-term care for the frail
elderly, acute-care facilities to ambula-
tory surgery, rehabilitation centers and
primary care sites, standalone health
care facilities to mergers and alliances.

On May 21, Religious Hospitallers
of St. Joseph and their supporters cele-
brated the 115th anniversary of the
arrival of the first members of the order
in Vermont. The celebration took place
on the front lawn of the Fanny Allen
Campus of Fletcher Allen Health Care
on Route 15 and included a welcome,
prayer and remarks by Dr. Melinda
Estes, president/CEO of Fletcher Allen
Health Care. There was also a song, the ritual of planting a
flowering crab with each department and service putting a
shovelful of soil around it with comments about its meaning
to them, a tribute to deceased sisters, and a cookout. 

Fanny Allen Hospital was the first foundation of the con-
gregation outside of Canada in 1894.

The history of Fanny Allen Hospital has been marked by
an evolution of its services, with the establishment of a center
of excellence in acute rehabilitation, in- and outpatient ser-
vices, along with a walk-in center for nonemergent medical
needs, support radiology and laboratory services. The campus
also has five operating rooms for outpatient surgeries. 

ÒWe have established a foundation designated to promote
the long tradition and mission of the sisters at the Fanny Allen
to the sick and the poor in Vermont,Ó Sister Duchesneau said.
Last year the foundation granted $432,000 to support families
and children at risk, emergency assistance to the working
poor, family centers, four homeless shelters throughout
Vermont, meals and programs for senior centers serving the

frail and isolated elderly population,
transportation, housing and various
forms of prevention and crisis inter-
vention throughout Vermont.

In June the Religious Hospitallers
will celebrate the anniversary of the
arrival of three sisters in Montreal who
joined Jeanne Mance, the young
administrator of the fledgling hospital,
to expand services to the wounded
Indians and the French settlers. 

ÒOne of the goals of this anniversary
year is to gain a deeper

appreciation of our heritage throughout our history
to the present, capturing the years of expansion of
health care services to the growing population of
Montreal, to various provinces of Canada, to the
United States, Mexico, Peru and the Dominican
Republic,Ó Sister Duchesneau said.  The 350th
anniversary celebration includes a special exhibit at
the Museum of the Hospitallers in Montreal and a
gathering there of sisters from France, Canada, the
United States and Latin America from June 25-27.

ÒTransitioning and collaboration are character-
istics which have ensured sustainability of our mis-
sion,Ó Sister Duchesneau said. ÒWe are blessed
throughout the congregation to have energetic,
dedicated and competent lay men and women who
are partners in our timeless mission of caring and
healing.Ó

The Hospitallers were founded at Lafl•che,
France, in 1636.
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By George Weigel
Thirty years ago this week, the Bishop of Rome

returned to Poland for the first time since his recent elec-
tion to the papacy. AmericaÕs
premier Cold War historian,
John Lewis Gaddis of Yale, is
not ambiguous in his judgment
of what happened next: ÒWhen
John Paul II kissed the ground
at the Warsaw airport on June 2,
1979, he began the process by
which communism in Poland
Ñ and ultimately everywhere
Ñ would come to an end.Ó
Professor Gaddis is right: The
Nine Days of John Paul II, June
2-10, 1979, were an epic moment on which the history of
the 20th century pivoted, and in a more humane direction.

What did John Paul talk about during the Nine Days?
He didnÕt talk about politics; indeed, beyond the ritual

exchanges of formalities with govern-
ment officials at the arrival ceremony
in Warsaw on June 2 and the departure
ceremony from Cracow on June 10,
the pope acted as if the Polish com-
munist regime did not exist. Rather, he
spoke over, around, and beyond the
regime directly to the people of
Poland, not about what the world usu-
ally understands as power, but about
people power Ñ the power of culture
and spiritual identity. ÒYou are not
who ÔtheyÕsay you are,Ó the pope pro-
posed, in a number of variations on the
same theme. ÒLet me remind you who
you really are.Ó

During the Nine Days of June
1979, John Paul II gave back to his
people their history, their culture, and
their identity. In doing so, he gave
Poles spiritual tools of resistance that
communism could not match. And he
did all that by reminding his people
that ÒPolandÓ began with its 10th-
century baptism Ñ with its incorpo-
ration into the Christian world. That
reminder created a moral revolution
that eventually brought down the
communist god that failed. For on
June 4, 1989, Solidarity swept the first reasonably free
elections in postwar Polish history and set in motion an
unstoppable chain of events across east central Europe.
The Iron Curtain collapsed in Poland, five months
before the Berlin Wall fell in Germany.

What can we learn from the Nine Days, three decades
later? Several important things, IÕd suggest.

The first thing the Nine Days and the subsequent
Solidarity revolution teach us is that history doesnÕt
work through politics and economics alone. The power
of the human spirit can ignite world-historical change.

The second lesson from the Nine Days is that tradi-
tion can be as powerful a force for dramatic social and
political change as a revolutionary rupture with the past.

ÒRevolution,Ó in the Solidarity
experience, meant the recovery of
lost values and cultural truths and
their creative reapplication to new
situations. Tradition, according to
an old theological maxim, is the liv-
ing faith of the dead Ñ a lively faith
that can move history forward
rather than dragging it backwards.

The third thing we ought to learn
from the Nine Days and what fol-
lowed in Poland is that moral con-
viction can be the lever once sought
by Archimedes Ñ the lever with
which to move the world. There is
nothing more potent in history, for
good or ill, than ideas. The history
of the 20th century prior to 1979
had been unspeakably bloody
because of the power of false ideas
and lies. The Solidarity revolution
proved that the opposite could also
be true, with its insistence on truth-
telling amidst the communist cul-
ture of prevarication (or, as one
famous slogan of the day had it,
ÒFor Poland to be Poland, 2+2 must
always = 4Ó).

The fourth thing we learn from the
Nine Days and the moral revolution they ignited is that
Òpublic lifeÓ and Òpolitics,Ó Òcivil societyÓ and ÒpoliticsÓ
are not the same. Rather, the health of politics depends
on the moral health of civil society.

And the fifth thing we learn about from the Nine
Days of John Paul II is what the pope later came to call
Òthe subjectivity of society.Ó Free associations of men
and women who are citizens, not subjects, are where
democrats are made, for itÕs in those free associations
that we learn the habits of heart and mind that make it
possible for us to be self-governing.

¥George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
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Power Equipment, Inc.
BETTER

677 US RT 2 ¥ WATERBURY, VT  05676
(802)244-5664

CUB CADET
GRAVELY
HONDA

SALES Ñ SERVICE

S. R. Smith Real Estate 
353 Fairfax Rd., St. Albans, VT 05478 (off I-89, Exit 19)

802-524-6717    www.SRSmithRealEstate.com
Rachel Smith,CRS, ABR, GRI, SRES, Owner/Broker
. Senior Real Estate Specialist

. Residential/Investment/Commercial

. Retirement Homes & Farms

. New Construction

. Accredited Buyer Representation

RachelÕs experience also includes being an owner/broker developer of
the custom-designed popular Grice Brook Retirement Community.
ÒSENIOR DISCOUNTSÓfor senior real estate services.

As a Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES):
She helps you make wise decisions about:

. selling family home/reverse mortgage

. buying rental property

. managing capital gains & estate taxes

. moving to a senior community, etc.
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The Catholic Difference

191 Lake St., St. Albans, VT  
524-6531 · 800-696-6886

Excellent Selection Used Cars & Trucks

PONTIAC · CADILLAC
BUICK · GMC TRUCK

Handy
Rutland Catholic Schools has an
immediate opening for a full-time
Director of Development. The Director

of Development will be responsible for planning, developing, and
administering fundraising and associated activities, including
donor prospecting, managing the Annual Fund, generating pro-
posals to foundations and corporations, and coordinating annual
and special events. Reporting to the principals of both Mount St.
Joseph Academy and Christ the King School, the director will also
be responsible for the daily management of the development team
and supervision of its staff. The successful candidate will network,
build and maintain successful relationships with board members,
donors, prospective donors, foundations, and volunteers.

OPENING

¥ BachelorÕs Degree required,
MasterÕs degree preferred.
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¥ Proven track record
of fundraising success 
and management skills.

¥ Salary: Range of $35,000-
$40,000 per year commensurate
with education and experience.

¥ Experience in fundraising 
for 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations strongly desired,
grant-writing skills preferred.

¥ Benefits available.

Please send a letter of inquiry and a resume to: Mr. Paolo
Zancanaro, Principal, 127 Convent Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701
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growing in faith

reflections

So there I was, standing in front of the
refrigerator, with the kitchen garbage can
within easy reach.  I was embarking upon
the process known as Ògrocery shopping,Ó
which, as you will see, entails a lot more
than just showing up at the supermarket.
ThereÕs planning involved, thereÕs strategy
to be followed, thereÕs a battle to be fought
Ñ itÕs no accident that I refer to this part of
my household responsibilities as Òcombat
shopping.Ó  The objective Ñ nutritious but
frugal meals for my family.  The enemy Ñ
potentially high prices and waste.  I was
prepared, though; IÕm always prepared.  I
took a deep breath and dove into the task at
full tilt.

The weekly Ñ or sometimes, biweekly
Ñ grocery shopping, is a regular day of
reckoning for me.  Over the years I have
assumed Ñ willingly, I might add Ñ the
responsibility of keeping the pantry stocked
and the refrigerator full, all in order to put
good meals on the table.  I am aware of
how important this is, not just in terms of
the health and well-being of the people,
family and otherwise, who break bread
with us.  I also have a budget to stretch and,
depending on circumstances, that some-
times amounts to really s-t-r-e-t-c-h-i-n-g it.

If I am haphazard about the task, it shows
up pretty quickly when we run out of some-
thing basic (or end up with five identical
jars of mustard.)  If I am lazy or less than
vigilant about the financial end of things,
my checkbook quite literally glares at me.
In short, itÕs a job that I have to stay on top
of on a very regular basis.

One of the first things I need to do each
week is take stock of what I have, what I
need, and what has gone bad.  ThatÕs the
reason for the garbage pail beside the refrig-
erator.  Sometimes, sadly, some of the fruits
and vegetables that looked so good in the
store get forgotten and end up as borderline
biology experiments; these get tossed.  The
same with the leftovers in plastic containers
that got shoved to the back of the shelf.
Doris Janzen Longacre, who wrote the
ÒMore with LessÓ cookbook, referred to
these rather aptly as ÒTupperware caskets.Ó
Some of them are merely questionable; oth-
ers have turned shades of green-and-blue
fuzz.  Out they go.  Condiments past their
expiration date?  Tossed, rinsed and the con-
tainer recycled.  Milk smelling a bit off?
Time to get fresh.  Soft things that have
turned crunchy?  Toodle-oo!  By the time I
am finished Ñ and some weeks I toss out

less than others Ñ I have a clean slate from
which to work.  What is left in the refriger-
ator is good and able to be used; what isnÕt
has gone, in order to make way for some-
thing else that will be more constructive.

So much for grocery shopping.  Believe
it or not, there is a bona fide link to theolo-
gy in all this.  It doesnÕt involve coupons
and sales flyers, although I could wax elo-
quent about those as well; the real message
I needed to impart really began and ended
with that refrigerator clean-out.

When I was young, Saturday afternoons
meant at least one important thing Ñ lining
up for confession.  Some weeks, the clean-
ing out of the ÒrefrigeratorÓ of my soul did-
nÕt take long, because not too much had
gone really ÒbadÓ in there.  Other weeks,
however, took a little longer.  Sometimes
something stinky just needed to be tossed
out of my life as quickly as I could get rid of
it.  At other times, habits, attitudes, and
actions, which may not have started out too
badly, had been allowed to fester to the
point where they were no longer doing any-
one any good, least of all me.  They had to
go.  So down the list I went, and once I was
done I knew that what was left in my heart
was what was good and healthy for me.  I

also knew that, with all the junk cleared out,
I had more room for many other things that
would be of benefit to me, spiritually, emo-
tionally and psychologically.  There was a
reason I always felt so good and clean when
I left church on a Saturday afternoon, and
thatÕs because I was.  It wasnÕt unlike the
satisfaction I get when the refrigerator is
clean, fresh and ready to produce something
of benefit to anyone who uses it.

I donÕt see lines at Saturday confession
anymore, and that is too bad.  I canÕt imag-
ine that we have any less sin to acknowl-
edge, or any fewer difficulties to bring to
God.  ItÕs like my refrigerator Ñ just
because I donÕt clean it doesnÕt mean things
arenÕt moldy inside of it.  If there is any res-
olution we could make that would bring us
almost instantly closer to the Lord who
wants nothing but the best for us, it would
involve the regular reception of the sacra-
ment of reconciliation.  If itÕs not some-
thing you already do regularly, why not
consider it?  You have nothing to lose but
that which is dragging you down, and all
GodÕs love and mercy to gain.

¥Kay Winchester, author of ÒReflections,Ó
resides in Colchester.
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LETTERS

To the Editor:
Regarding President Barack

ObamaÕs commencement address at
Notre Dame: 

Speaking on the need to find Òcom-
mon groundÓ regarding fundamental
issues such as abortion and embryonic
stem-cell research, President Obama
tempted students at the University of
Notre Dame Sunday that they can
ÒdoubtÓ their faith even as they ÒclingÓ
to it. His call for ÒOpen hearts. Open
minds. Fair-minded wordsÓ is, ulti-
mately then, a plea to doubt the objec-
tive tenets of oneÕs faith. In such a
world, doubt becomes the criterion for
truth.

This doubt about GodÕs covenant
and the accompanying invitation to
human beings to free themselves from
their limitations has appeared in vari-
ous forms throughout history. It began
in the Garden of Eden with the ser-
pent who, rather than deny God out-
right, made an apparently completely
reasonable request for information,
which in reality, however, contained
an insinuation that provoked the
human being and lured him from trust
to mistrust: Did God say, ÒYou shall
not eat of any tree of the gardenÓ?
(Gn 3:1). The first thing is not the
denial of God but rather doubt about
his covenant, about the community of
faith, prayer, the commandments Ñ
all of which are the context for living
GodÕs covenant.

Once people begin to doubt GodÕs
covenant they are well on the way to
building their own worlds. Obama,
though he speaks of ÒThe Golden Rule
Ñ the call to treat one another as we
wish to be treatedÓ Ñ does not prac-
tice the same conviction in regards to

his own political policies (on abortion
and embryonic stem-cell research). He
instead treats the weak, powerless and
defenseless as a subclass of human
beings. May God preserve us from
doubting our Catholic faith and from
following his pragmatic example and
agenda.

Paul Kokoski
Via e-mail
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To the Editor:
Thank you for providing the column by

George Weigel.  I believe it to be among
the most substantive and informative of
that published by theVCT.

I noted in the recent issue objections by
two readers to one of WeigelÕs columns.
Not having the specific column, I wonÕt try
to address their concerns.  However, their
contention that WeigelÕs views are either
not Catholic, or are extremist, is not sus-
tainable.  He is a theologian, author of over
12 books on Catholic and religious issues,
and recipient of nine honorary doctorate
degrees, in addition to the papal cross Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice.  Those to his left may
not share his views on such issues as abor-
tion, gay marriage, or women priests, but
his views on these and other issues are in
fact those of the Church.  The ChurchÕs
teaching on such issues is muddied by so-
called Catholic lay (and clerical!) voices in
the secular press, contradicting its teaching.
But as G.K. Chesterton pointed out long

ago, orthodoxy is the only satisfying
approach to religious issues (not to mention
truth).  And if we do not receive Orthodoxy
in the diocesan press, where will we?

As Catholics we are asked to form our
consciences and opinions in light of Catholic

teaching.  But where are we to find this
teaching?  The diocesan press is the best,
and perhaps only, reliable source of such
teaching.  I would hope the VCTsees its mis-
sion as providing much more intellectually
rigorous presentations of the Catholic view on
religious, moral, historical, and those political
issues with religious content. 

Peter B. Lothes
Quechee
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To the Editor:
If your reason for including the George

Weigel column (ÒWhat ÔchurchÕdoes Notre
Dame belong to?Ó VCT, May 8, 2009) was
to stir up a response from readers, you have
succeeded with me.  Weigel consistently
bashes President Obama, to the point of
seeming unreasonable and intolerant him-
self.  This is ironic in view of other
columns in the VCTthat speak to the need
for tolerance.  Although I heard only part of
President ObamaÕs Notre Dame speech

through televised news reports, what I
heard I liked very much.  The president
repeatedly, and I think courageously, spoke
of the need to ÒlistenÓ to one another,
Òthough at times we may disagree.Ó  That
is refreshing after eight years of group-
think arrogance from the Bush administra-
tion.  It is what a good University like
Notre Dame should be about. 

John Howard
Greensboro
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By Pat Gore, VCT editor
The Vermont Catholic Tribune, the official publication of the Roman Catholic Diocese

of Burlington, has had a great run. For nearly 53 years, the paper has been delivered into
the homes of Vermonters with the sole purpose of keeping Catholics informed about the
various activities within the diocese, and to educate readers about the teachings of the
Church. The VCThas reported on everything from introducing new diocesan employees to
readers to the elections of popes, and just about everything in between. In this, our final
issue, VCTstaff reporter Cori Fugere Urban writes about the highlights and turbulence of
the past, and chronicles some of the big stories covered by the VCT. (See cover story.)

My personal relationship with The Vermont Catholic Tribunegoes back a long way. I
first read the Tribune in the 60s, while growing up in the rural town of Benson. I well
remember following the excitement and consternation of the Second Vatican Council. And
I have personally witnessed the enormous impact the council has had on the Roman
Catholic Church. For me, a lasting reverberation is that of ecumenism; the genuine hope
that all Christians will again be united in their mutual love of Christ.

The VCThas given me the professional privilege to serve three bishops: Bishop John A.
Marshall, Bishop Kenneth A. Angell and Bishop Salvatore R. Matano (although you could
also count Bishop Robert Joyce, following his retirement). I am grateful, and blessed, for the
opportunity to work with our priests, deacons, and religious, and with many, many dedicat-
ed laypeople, all who work tirelessly to build up the Body of Christ throughout our diocese.

Following the April 24 announcement that the VCTwould cease publication, I received
many phone calls, letters and e-mails from subscribers, as well as fellow Catholic news-
paper editors, offering their good wishes and support for a monthly magazine and online
presence. Others firmly stated their loyalty to the newspaper and asked, ÒWhy change?Ó
The simple truth is that, as the saying goes, you canÕt attempt to meet todayÕs challenges
with yesterdayÕs tools and expect to be in business tomorrow. 

ItÕs important that our readers know that The Vermont Catholic Tribuneis not ceasing
publication due to diminished circulation or lack of diocesan support. The changes we are
making in format, presentation, and content are to advance our ability to communicate with
one another. By utilizing print, e-mail, and the Internet, we will cast our nets to where the
people are: in their homes, online, via e-mail, and Ñ most especially Ñ in the pews.

We look forward with excitement and anticipation to bringing Vermont Catholicmaga-
zine to your house in July. 
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Readings: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; Psalm 33;
Romans 8:14-17; Matthew 28:16-20

... in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ...

Guiding adolescents through the mysteries of the
Catholic faith is an interesting experience. As they
are often at the point in their lives of needing sci-
entific proof of all existence, embracing the mys-
teries of faith can prove quite challenging for both
the students and the teacher. For example, here is a
truth of the Catholic faith that has boggled the mind
of almost every teenager (and many adults, too!)
that I have ever worked with: God always was and
God always will be. If God began to exist at a cer-
tain point in time, it means God would have been
created by something greater than he. If that is true,
wouldnÕt that entity be God?  In fact, it is with this
truth that this weekendÕs feast starts. God has
always existed and from all time has been God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. At the appoint-
ed time, he stepped into the human story as the per-
son Jesus, fully God and fully human, to redeem the
human person from his sins. The Holy Spirit is
GodÕs presence among his Church and people,
guiding each person toward a relationship with God
and nudging each person to pursue what is good

and keep away from evil. They are three persons
yet one God. 

Reason will never prove that God is three per-
sons yet one God.  The Trinity is not a matter of the
head but of the heart. Mysteries such as the Trinity,
the Eucharist, the Resurrection, and even Heaven
itself are all to be embraced, not proven. Those who
embrace these mysteries know them to be true
because they have experienced the truth of these
mysteries in their lives. It works in much the same
way as love. While reason dictates the boundaries
in how it is expressed, ultimately love, too, is a
matter of the heart. There is no explaining why one
falls in love with a certain person, letÕs say, but not
with others. One detects attraction for another and
that attraction may or may not evolve into love.
Love is a connection at the level of the heart that is
simply embraced. So too the mysteries of faith are
embraced. 

At some point along the journey of faith, follow-
ers of Christ take the important step of embracing
the mysteries of faith. Moving beyond the need of
proving everything through science, they abide and
revel in the love and mystery of faith. It is an essen-
tial step in following God! What is known of God,
that which has been revealed in the pages of
Scripture and in the tradition of the Church, is but
an ounce of water in what is the ocean of who God
is! At the same time, it is important to know that
God has given his people everything that is needed
to follow him to eternal life. Would the God who
loves his people have held back something neces-
sary to salvation? Think of what God has revealed
in his relationship with the Israelites in the pages of
the Old Testament, in Jesus who is fully divine and
fully human, in his Church, and in his sacraments,
particularly baptism and the Eucharist. Living the
sacramental life and following the teachings of
Jesus in interacting with others provide the fodder

of eternal life. While God has not fully revealed the
details of every mystery, enough has been given to
aid the person in the journey of faith. 

Reason will never prove the fact that God has
existed from all time as the Trinity because that
mystery is beyond the scope of human wisdom.  By
nature, humans think in terms of boundaries and
limits. Everything has to start at some point and end
at another, right? God has provided the structure in
which humans live. At the same time, he himself
does not live within that structure! 

So in the end there are two choices. You may
either spend a lifetime trying to prove something
scientifically that will never be proven, or step back
and simply embrace GodÕs love shown through the
actions and life of the Father, Son, and Spirit, three
persons, one God. It is through lifeÕs experiences
that this becomes possible. Suffering, tragedy, love,
and relationships all can lead one to embrace GodÕs
love and feel his presence in oneÕs life. Some of the
adolescents I teach have had few of those experi-
ences as of yet, but they will, as all people do. Then
they, too, will embrace GodÕs love, and follow him
to everlasting life.  Embrace the mystery of God;
live in his presence. 

Questions for private reflection:
1. Do you become bogged down trying to under-

stand the mystery of God through human reason?
Can you look beyond human reason and simply
embrace GodÕs love?

2. Are you able to identify situations in your life
that have led you to embrace the mysteries of faith?

¥ÒLiving the WordÓ is written by
Father Bernard Bourgeois. He is the
principal of Rice Memorial High
School in South Burlington.

L iving
the
WORD

By Father Bernard Bourgeois

catholic education

By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON Ñ A lay woman
from the Archdiocese of St.
Paul/Minneapolis has been selected
to serve the Diocese of Burlington as
superintendent of Catholic schools
beginning July 6.

Mona Faulkner, president of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton School in
Minneapolis, will succeed Sister of
Notre Dame de Namur Marie Kelly.

In announcing the appointment,
Bishop Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop
of Burlington, said Faulkner received
a very positive recommendation from
the search committee chaired by
Professor John P. Kenney.

He thanked members of the search
committee for Òtheir very conscien-
tious deliberations in identifying a
very capable person for such a vital
position in our diocese.ÓFaulkner

earned a post graduate certification in
educational administration and a mas-
terÕs degree in human development
St. MaryÕs University in Minneapolis
and a masterÕs license in parent edu-
cation from The College of St.
Scholastica in Duluth, Minn. She also
and is a certified leadership coach.

Faulkner has a strong background
in Catholic school administration
with more than 34 years within the
school system, 29 of which were at
Catholic schools.

She has served on numerous
accreditation teams and also as chair
of accreditation visits, and she has
fostered group cohesion of parents,
boards and staff by developing and
conducting effective conflict manage-
ment and team building strategies.

Faulkner has managed budgets of
more than $2 million, developed
long-range strategic planning, created

and supervised marketing initiatives
to increase enrollments and assisted
in establishing a formula for a
schoolÕs viability.  

She is currently writing a nonfic-

tion book entitled The Children are
Watching about decisions, choices
and role modeling for children. It is
expected to be published in 2011.

Recognized among Catholic edu-
cators for increasing school popula-
tion and financial support and
improving academics, Faulkner
received the archdiocesan Award for
Courage and Initiative in Leadership
in 2008.

She said her goals as superinten-
dent of schools will be to ensure
Catholic schoolsÕ Catholic identity, to
increase enrollment through academ-
ic excellence and to Òspread the good
news about all the wonderful work
the schools are doing.Ó

Faulkner said she is drawn to
Vermont because of its rural nature.
ÒIÕm very comfortable in more rural
settings,Ó she said. ÒAnd I think New
England is beautiful.Ó
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sharing in faith

1. June 1 commemorates St. Justin.  He
was a layman known primarily for his:

a. Justin Time Inventory of Christian
books (forerunner of the Alexandrine
library).

b. skill at reconciling Platonic philoso-
phy and reason with Christianity.

c. ability to heal everyone except, ulti-
mately, himself.

2. St. Boniface (June 5) was English, but
became bishop of Mainz in this region:

a. Egypt
b. Turkey
c. Germany

3. St. Norbert (June 6) founded an order

known as Norbertines, and by this title:
a. Premonstratensians
b. The Scotiatists
c. Nustrains

4. St. Ephraem of Syria, a doctor of the
Church, had this clerical rank:

a. deacon
b. priest
c. bishop

5. St. Barnabas (June 11), a first-century
convert from Cyprus, is called ÒApostleÓ
because:

a. he was an associate of the Apostle
Paul.

b. the early Church mistranslated the
Greek Andros Postile (messenger boy).

c. he was confused with the Barnabas
who replaced Judas.

6. St. Anthony of Padua (June 13) was a
theologian of this order, founded by an
Italian:

a. The Padovani

b. The Franciscans
c. The Illuminati

7. St. Romuald (June 19) was particular-
ly active against public violence and
political killings.  Why?

a. He was a lifelong pacifist, belonging
to the Catholic Amishites.

b. He had acted as his fatherÕs second in
a duel, in which his father killed a man.

c. He was beaten up by a crowd chanti-
ng ÒBonk the monkÓ as he professed his
vows.

8. St. Aloysius Gonzaga (June 21) was a
noble, but rejected wealth to join this
order:

a. The Poor Guise
b. The Franciscans
c. The Jesuits

9. John the Baptist (June 24) was,
according to Scripture, related to Jesus
this way:

a. John was his uncle.
b. John was JesusÕ cousin.
c. They were both of the house of Judah,

but not blood relatives.

10. St. Cyril of Alexandria (June 27) con-
tended with this heretic:

a. Paganus
b. Nestorius
c. Julian the Incorrect

11. St. Irenaeus (June 28) was bishop of
this French city named for a Celtic god:

a. Lyons
b. Harfleur
c. Druidicae

12. June 29 is the feast of Sts. Peter and
Paul, apostles.  Where is Peter most like-
ly buried?

a. Being a fisherman, he was buried at
sea, in the Bark of St. Peter.

b. On Vatican Hill, hence the location of
St. PeterÕs Basilica.

c. On Petrograd Island, off the coast of
Dalmatia.

13. St. Paul was a Christian apostle, but
was he Jewish, Roman or Greek?

a. He was a Greek, born pagan, convert-
ed to Judaism after his horse dropped dead.

b. He was Roman, his enemies called
him ÒGreekÓ as a way of discrediting him.

c. He was all three: a Roman citizen,
culturally Greek, and a Jew by religion and
race.

14. The last day of June is a memorial for
the first of these:

a. converts from Judaism to Catholicism
b. martyrs of the Church of Rome
c. single people to profess celibacy and

join monasteries
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ªBeating M y H eartº

There are times 
every now and then

I forget why 
IÕm breathing out

And why IÕm 
breathing in

And I get so sick 
with the little things
I canÕt relax when 

itÕs happening
To know what it means

It means

Refrain:
And then I open my eyes

And I know youÕre
beating my heart
Beating my heart
Look at the sky
I know youÕre 

beating my heart
I go extra miles to show

That you are the one thing
that IÕve got

Look at the sky
I know youÕre 

beating my heart

Beating my heart

ThereÕs a sun coming
over the horizon
I wanna know 

where itÕs coming from
But doesnÕt everyone

ItÕs like who I am
And why I am here

(Repeat refrain.)

This out loud 
will take me down

Without you standing
by my side
My side

YouÕre holding onto me
YouÕre making 

everything inside
Come alive

(Repeat refrain.)

Sung by Jon McLaughlin
Copyright 2008 

by Island
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New artist Jon McLaughlinÕs
reflective and Christian-leaning
lyrics bring Switchfoot or Lifehouse
to mind, but his sound is more like
John Mayer or David Gray. He
blends piano with strong vocals in
songs that challenge us to think
about life and how to live it well.

An example of his musical style
is the current release ÒBeating My
Heart.Ó The song is off his new and
second CD ÒOK Now.Ó When not
recording, McLaughlin has been
touring with the likes of Sara
Bareilles and Kelly Clarkson, and
gave a well-received rendition of
ÒSo CloseÓ from the Disney film
ÒEnchantedÓ at last yearÕs Academy
Awards.

ÒBeating My HeartÓ reflects on
lifeÕs purpose. The songÕs character
admits that Òthere are times every
now and then I forget why IÕm
breathing out and why IÕm breath-
ing in.Ó Yet, he takes the time to
Òlook at the sky,Ó and then, ÒI know

youÕre beating my heart.Ó Having
renewed this awareness, he is will-
ing to Ògo extra miles to show that
you are the one thing IÕve got.Ó

Who or what is the Òone thingÓ
that keeps him going? No direct
answers are given, but we who are
todayÕs disciples of Jesus immedi-
ately think of GodÕs presence in our
lives. You donÕt have to think about
Òbeating your heart.Ó The energy of
life does that, and GodÕs love is the
source of this incredible gift.

However, most of us can identify
with the songÕs characterÕs tempo-
rary forgetfulness. As we deal with
difficulties, disappointments or loss,
we may wonder why we live. Yet, if
we do as this character does, look at
the sky or the world of nature
around us, we can feel connected
again with our Creator. We may still
have to face personal hurts and suf-
fering, but our larger purpose is to
do as the Creator has done: Fill the
world with love and caring.

Sometimes we might question if
we have anything to bring others.
Such concern comes over us when
we fail to achieve a hope or goal that
was very important to us. This is
painful.

However, I have learned that
GodÕs love is stronger than person-
al failure. As long as we keep
Òbreathing inÓ and Òbreathing out,Ó
we eventually come to something
new. The failure then becomes a
teacher that helps us see how to
live differently, better. God always
gives healing, and we become
changed. We perceive more easily
what we can give and why we live.

You are not defined by the past,
but by the love and zest for life that
you put into this present moment.
Push doubt aside when it arises, for
it does not recognize the whole truth
about why you live. Just breathe,
giving thanks to the God who sup-
ports your life.
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A couple of weeks ago, youÕll remember, we got an early taste of summer.  It
was that Thursday that the temperatures climbed into the upper 80s and threat-
ened to break the record for the day, which was something like 92 degrees.  It
didnÕt get quite that hot, but it reminded us of what July is probably going to
have in store for us.  It also reminded a lot of people that it might be time to get
the old AC reconditioned.

We donÕt have air-conditioning at our house, but we do have a system that
generally keeps the inside of our home a good 10 to 15 degrees cooler than it is
outside.  Here is how it works.  Before we go to bed at night, we open every-
thing possible Ñ doors and windows Ñ as wide as we can.  Except during the
very hottest parts of the summer, temperatures usually drop down into cooler
and more comfortable numbers, especially during the very early hours before
dawn, and we make a point of pulling in as much of that chilled air as we can.
Then, in the morning, before the thermometer has had a chance to begin its
climb, we close those same doors and windows just as tightly as we can, shut-
ting up blinds and curtains to keep out as much of the encroaching heat as pos-

sible.  We might turn on some ceiling fans just to keep the air circulating, but
mostly what we have created is a spot that, at least to some extent, defies the
excruciating temperatures outside.  I call it the ÒSpanish haciendaÓ effect
because our house takes on a hushed and relaxed tone and, most of the time, as
far as comfort goes, it works like a charm.

Of course, if we waited until noon to begin to close things up, or to take some
kind of action against the heat, we wouldnÕt be nearly as successful.  What
makes the whole system work is anticipating what is coming and taking action
before it actually gets here.  This technique operates well with a lot of things Ñ
eating right and exercising when youÕre young so you donÕt have to recover
from a debilitating disease when youÕre older; putting money aside before you
need it so that when the unexpected expense comes down the pike, youÕre set
to take care of it; and praying regularly and staying in touch with God now so
that when a real crisis strikes, youÕve already got your spiritual ducks in a row,
so to speak.

God, by the way, will hear our prayer whenever we are ready to utter it, even
if we have waited until He is looking an awful lot like our last resort to do so.
The advantage to keeping in touch beforehand is to make things easier on us,
not Him.  When you look closely at most of what God commands, recommends,
invites us to, or cajoles us to do, itÕs not because it somehow fulfills a need of
His; He urges us in these directions because itÕs whatÕs best and easiest for us.
What God needs is to love us, and love inevitably involves trying to procure the
best of everything for the beloved.  He knows what is coming in our lives and
so do we, to some extent.  Even if we donÕt know what specific trials will be
presented to us, we know that we wonÕt get out of this life without hardships of
some sort, for which we will ultimately need His help.

So donÕt wait till the last minute to get in touch with the Almighty; if you
havenÕt done so already, or if you need to be in closer touch with Him, there is
no time like the present to begin.  If itÕs true that opening the windows when
itÕs cool and closing them when it gets hot means you wonÕt suffer from the heat
as much, then forming a close relationship with God now will probably mean
that you will be better prepared  to weather the emotional, physical, spiritual
and psychological storms when they, like high temperatures in July, inevitably
come into your life.

¥Kay Winchester, author of ÒEveryday Prayer,Ó resides in Colchester.
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New Ahlborn-Galanti and Viscount Organs
Used Church Organs, Organ Repair

1-800-776-2935    www.vermontchurchorgans.com
HARMONY HOUSE

Barre-Montpelier Road, Barre, VT
(802)223-6337 1-800-278-CODY

The Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith

wishes to thank all who donated so
generously to the Lenten Appeal.

Rev. Roger L. Charbonneau
Diocesan Director

Propagation of the Faith

By Carrie Handy,
Respect Life Coordinator

As The Vermont Catholic Tribune
transitions to a new format, the
Respect Life Office is making a tran-
sition of sorts, too, and it is a good
time to introduce myself as the new
Respect Life Coordinator in this, the
last official ÒMontpelier MattersÓ
column.

I joined Vermont Catholic Charities
as Respect Life Coordinator in late
February, just before Town Meeting
Day in Vermont, and just prior to the
introduction of legislation on same
sex-marriage in the Legislature.
Other issues that have arisen since
February have included conscience
protection for health care providers
at the federal level, and two new
bills proposing to legalize physi-
cian-assisted suicide in our state
(bills that may be taken up next
year).  

More than one person has remarked
that I received a Òbaptism by fireÓ into
my new job, and I find it hard to dis-
agree. Clearly, the public policy
demands of the Respect Life ministry
donÕt always allow for a leisurely train-
ing period.  

However, now that the Vermont
Legislature has adjourned for the
season, there is some breathing space
to embrace all aspects of the Respect
Life ministry, which many people
may not realize extends beyond pub-
lic policy, important though that is.  

Throughout this diocese, Vermont
Catholics are putting the ÒRespect
LifeÓ commitment in action in many
different ways: as hospice volun-

teers, crisis pregnancy and bereave-
ment counselors, prayer petitioners
and in a host of other individual vol-
unteer efforts and parish-based pro-
grams to promote the culture of life.  

While this will be the last official
ÒMontpelier MattersÓ column, it is in
no way the end of communication
about Respect Life topics and the
many committed Catholics who are
Òwalking the walkÓ regarding this
important ministry. 

The Respect Life Office has been
assured of a spot in the upcoming
Vermont Catholic E-News Report,
and it is my hope to use that forum as
an opportunity not only to continue to
educate and inform on Respect Life
topics, but also to highlight what you,
Catholic parishioners throughout our
diocese, are doing to promote respect
for life from conception until natural
death.

With that goal in mind, I would
like to extend an open invitation to
all readers of this column to write to
me with your questions and ideas for
our upcoming ÒRespect Life NewsÓ
column for the Vermont Catholic E-
Newsletter:  What Respect Life top-
ics would you like to know more
about?  (Please see our Web site,
www.vermontcatholic.org, and click
on the Respect Life link for a com-
plete list of topics.)  What are you
doing in your parish that youÕd like
to share with others around the
Diocese of Burlington?   

Please contact me at chandy
@vermontcatholic.org with your
information and ideas.  I look forward
to hearing from you!

Need 
to reach

us?

Circulation:
658-6110, 
ext. 1214
e-mail:

srivers@vermont
catholic.org

Web site:
www.vermont
catholic.org

Editor:
658-6110, 
ext. 1210
e-mail:

editor@vermont
catholic.org
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It has been a rather wet few weeks in
Vermont. April, in England famous for
ÒApril showers,Ó was, on the whole, quite
pleasant, but May has been decidedly
strange; days of rain followed by warm
weather, then suddenly need-
ing to turn the heat back on in
church. I am always
impressed by the assurance
of the weather people on tele-
vision Ñ with computer
images and all kinds of gad-
gets and projections, they
confidently tell us that tomor-
row it will be sunny and
warm. When, however, the
next day it snows and the
temperature drops by 30
degrees, they are still at their
job that evening, smiling
happily. One advantage of all this rain is
that the Green Mountain State is living up
to its name. Everything is blooming rapid-
ly, grass is growing, and all is, to use an
old English word, fecund.

This is the time of year in the liturgical
calendar when we return to what the
Church calls Ordinary Time. In the old
calendar, liberated again by Pope Benedict
XVI for the Extraordinary Form of the
Roman Rite, the feast of Pentecost, like
Easter and Christmas, had an Octave. This
meant that one could effectively celebrate
Pentecost, the great feast of the gift of the
Spirit and the birth of the Church for a full
eight days of liturgical solemnity and joy.
It seems rather strange that, in the liturgi-
cal changes introduced by Pope Paul VI,
the celebration of the Third Person of the
Trinity was cut short. There is a widely
told story that, following the promulgation
of the New Missal in 1970, Paul VI went
into his chapel on the morning after
Pentecost Sunday and was surprised to
find green vestments laid out for his use.
On inquiring why the Octave of Pentecost
was not being celebrated, the pope was
told it had been abolished. When Paul VI
asked who had abolished it, he was told Ñ
ÒYou did!Ó The late Holy Father apparent-
ly wept on hearing this news.

There is a sense, however, that after
Pentecost no time is Òordinary,Ó if we mis-
takenly imagine ordinary to mean dull, or
boring, or merely routine. In secular

terms, all those words might apply to the
concept of Òordinary timeÓ but, for a post-
Pentecost Church, ordinary now means
normal, and Ònormal timeÓ is the time of
the Holy Spirit who is, as we proclaim

every week in the Creed,
the ÒLord, the giver of life.Ó
Nature, and the color of
green for the vestments
which the priest wears to
cover his own personality
and street clothing in order
to Òput on Christ,Ó helps us
to recover this life-giving
and fruitful understanding
of this time. We could say
that this season in the life of
the Church is Òextended
Pentecost time,Ó and as the
natural world all around us

shows signs of fruitfulness, it is the perfect
time to dwell on whether the Òfruits of the
Holy SpiritÓ are evidenced in our person-
al lives as we live extra-ordinary Òordi-
nary time.Ó 

Many times Jesus told His disciples,
ÒBy their fruits you will know themÓ; a
bad tree cannot produce good fruit. All
baptized believers receive the gifts of the
Holy Spirit, strengthened in the sacrament
of confirmation, for the building up of the
body of Christ and for their own spiritual
benefit. Traditionally, using the words of
St. Paul, the Church has identified 12
Òfruits of the Holy Spirit:Ó love, joy,
peace, patience, benignity, goodness,
endurance, mildness, faith, modesty, con-
tinence and chastity. If, therefore, this
ÒnormalÓ time is the time of the Holy
Spirit, then it must also be the time to see
the fruits of the Spirit in our daily lives,
and the life of our parish families. Would
there be enough evidence to convict us of
the presence of the Holy Spirit? Holy
Scripture and Holy Mother the Church
has provided us with this twelvefold
checklist Ñ how are we doing? I would
suggest they also provide a fine examina-
tion of conscience to prepare for a good
confession, but they are also very much
concerned with the building up of the
Body, the Church gathered in prayer. The
fruits are not ÒshowyÓ; which is why so
often it is the humble and unrecognized
people who are actually, in the mystery of

grace, sustaining the community by their
silent prayer and witness. As we recall that
it was the witness of Christian family life
that converted the ancient world, we can
see why successive popes have reminded
Christian families to be oases where the
fruits of the Spirit may flourish.

We all, if we have any humility, per-
haps feel a little downcast as we survey the
list of fruits and find ourselves falling short
as we do our spiritual accounting: discour-
agement is always the devilÕs work Ñ we
could say it is one of his Òfruits,Ó  usually
caused by pride, and we must banish it
immediately. The answer is fervent prayer
Ñ prayer to the Holy Spirit, the ÒLord, the
giver of life,Ó that He will enlighten, nour-
ish and strengthen us. We could do no bet-
ter than spend this Òordinary Spirit timeÓ
praying the Sequence used on Pentecost
Sunday, sadly often omitted by liturgical
minimalists, yet, when chanted as the
Church has done for more than a millenni-
um, is one of the most beautiful prayers in

the entire liturgy. I suspect that, if prayed
daily, others may see the fruits in our lives
Ñ even if we do not Ñ remember, mod-
esty is one of the fruits!

ÒHeal our wounds, our strength renew;
on our dryness pour your dew; wash the
stains of guilt away: bend the stubborn
heart and will; melt the frozen, warm the
chill; guide the steps that go astray. On the
faithful who adore and confess you, ever-
more in your sevenfold gift descend; give
them virtueÕs sure reward; give them your
salvation, Lord; give them joys that never
end. Amen. Alleluia.Ó

¥Father Benedict Kiely is pastor of
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Stowe, direc-
tor of Continuing Education for Clergy for
the Diocese of Burlington, and Burlington
Police Department chaplain.  Father
Kiely regrets that he is unable to enter into
personal correspondence with readers.

Copyright 2009, Father Benedict Kiely
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Call for catalog & introductory offer or visit
www.rosaryparts.com

LEWIS & COMPANY

LEARN ROSARY MAKING

P.O. Box 268-K, Troy, NY 12181 ¥ 800-342-2400

CLIFFORD
Funeral Home
Rutland, Vermont

802/773-3010
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By Cori Fugere Urban
Staff Reporter

BURLINGTON Ñ Sister of Notre Dame
de Namur Marie Kelly, superintendent of
schools for the Diocese of Burlington,
will begin a new ministry
Sept. 1 as she travels to
Belgium to be the coordina-
tor of the congregational
heritage center.

She will be responsible
for the overall management
of the historical aspects of
three sites important to the
congregation. One is in
Cuvilly, France, where the
orderÕs foundress, St. Julie
Billiart, was born in 1751
and grew up. (She died in
1816 and was canonized in
1969.) The second is Ghent,
in Belgium, site of one of the sistersÕearly
foundations. The third is the motherhouse
in Namur, Belgium, where the congrega-
tionÕs archives are kept and from which
pilgrimages begin to Cuvilly and Ghent.

Sister Kelly will live in Namur.

Her new position follows a congrega-
tional chapter mandate to protect these
places and make sure people are aware
about what is available there, she said,
adding that she also hopes to do some vir-

tual programs for people
who cannot travel there.

Asked what motivated
her to apply for the new
position, Sister Kelly said,
ÒMy love for the congrega-
tion and wanting to see it
known to others.Ó

She said she would like to
further the mission of
Notre Dame, noting that
the charism of St. Julie
Billiart was celebrating and
spreading the goodness of
God. The congregationÕs
motto is ÒOh, how good is

the good God.Ó
There are Sisters of Notre Dame de

Namur in 16 countries on five continents,
where they continue their original mis-
sion of proclaiming GodÕs goodness and
educating for life.
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While they were celebrating the
first day of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread with Jesus, one of his disciples
asked him, ÒWhere do you want us to
go and prepare for you to eat the
Passover?Ó

Jesus called two of his friends
over and said to them, ÒGo into the
city and a man will meet you, carry-
ing a jar of water. Follow him.
Wherever he enters, say to the master
of the house, ÔThe Teacher says,
ÒWhere is my guest room where I
may eat the Passover with my disci-
ples?ÓÕThen he will show you a large
upper room furnished and ready.
Make the preparations for us there.Ó

The two men immediately left for
the city, and everything happened
exactly as Jesus said it would.

When they returned and told
Jesus, he told his disciples to come
with him, and they went to the room
that had been prepared for them.

Later that night, when Jesus was
dining with his disciples, he said
something that shocked them.
ÒAmen, I say to you, one of you will
betray me.Ó

His friends all shook their heads
and denied that they would do such a
thing. But they knew that Jesus

would not have said such a thing if it
was not true, and they wondered
which of them was the one Jesus
referred to.

Jesus continued, ÒOne of the
Twelve, the one who dips with me
into the dish. For the Son of Man
indeed goes, as it is written of him,
but woe to that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed. It would be
better for that man if he had never
been born.Ó

Then Jesus took the bread, blessed
it, gave it to his friends, and said,

ÒTake it; this is my body.Ó
He took the cup, gave thanks,

gave that to them as well, and said,
ÒThis is the blood of my covenant,
which will be shed for many. Amen,
I say to you, I shall not drink again
the fruit of the vine until the day
when I drink it new in the kingdom
of God.Ó

Then Jesus and his disciples sang
a hymn and went out to the Mount
of Olives.

By Joe Sarnicola

PUZZLE:

SPOTLIGHT ON SAINTS:
St. Gregory Barbarigo

A number of feasts were established to
celebrate special events or miracles that
God had performed for the early Hebrew
people. The rituals that govern some of
these feasts can be found in the Pentateuch,
or the first five books of the Old Testament. 

Jesus and his disciples were celebrating
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Unleavened
bread, which the Jewish people call Òmatzo,Ó
is bread made without yeast. This seven-day
festival signaled the time to harvest the grain.

The connection between this feast and
Passover is explained in Exodus 12.
Passover refers to the angel of the Lord
passing over Egypt to destroy the firstborn
of the household, unless the angel saw the
doorframes marked with blood.

The disciples asked Jesus about their
own preparation for the Passover celebra-
tion in todayÕs story.

Gregory Barbarigo (1625-1697) was
born in Venice, Italy, into a family that val-
ued education in religion, morality and pol-
itics. When Gregory was 7 years old, his
mother died, but he remained close to his
father for the rest of his life.

At the age of 18, he traveled with the
ambassador of Venice to negotiate the
Treaty of Westphalia. Gregory studied
astronomy and law, but also was very inter-
ested in religion and theology.

He was ordained a priest in 1655 in
Padua, but moved to Rome, where one of his
friends now governed the church as Pope
Alexander VII. He became a bishop in 1657.

During the time of the plague, he helped
with relief work. Later he tried to reform his
diocese in the spirit of the Council of Trent.
He rose to the level of cardinal.

We honor him on June 18.

1. What holy day did Jesus
want to prepare for?

2. What did Jesus say about
the bread he broke?
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Why is Communion such an
important part of our faith?

Jesus, apostles prepare for Passover BIBLE ACCENT:
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READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Mark 14

Q&A
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St. Francis Xavier Schoolin Winooski has received a
$500 matching grant for the 2009 Annual Fund from
Union Saint-Jean-Baptiste, Winooski Chapter #35, a
division of Catholic Family Life. Mr. and Mrs. George
Bouffard of Union St.-Jean-Baptiste presented the
check to St. Francis principal Maria Horton. Mr. and
Mrs. Bouffard also co-chaired the St. Francis 2009
Annual Fund.  ÒWe are very grateful to Union St.-
Jean-Baptiste for their support and generosity,Ó said
Horton. ÒIn these uncertain economic times, it is very
fortunate that we have so many organizations and
individual donors who are making substantial gifts to
St. Francis Xavier.Ó

The St. John the Baptist Sodality in North
Bennington had a May Crowning May 14 during its
monthly meeting. Ashley Lindsey crowned the
Blessed Virgin statue, and Lily Loftus was the crown-
bearer. The sodality is involved in a number of out-
reach programs such as Thanksgiving food baskets
and donations to the Care Net Pregnancy Center.
Sodality membership is open to all women of the
parish.

Knights of Columbus Council #7525in South
Burlington donated $45,000 to Camp Ta-Kum-Ta dur-
ing a presentation dinner at the Knights of Columbus
Hall May 27. The local South Burlington Council of

the Knights of Columbus had its annual ÒSuper
BingoÓ in April and, through a combination of bingo
players, and individual and corporate donations from
a variety of local establishments, raised $45,000 for
the camp that is dedicated to bringing a week of fun
and memories to children stricken with cancer. The
South Burlington Knights of Columbus has been a
consistent supporter of the camp, raising more than
$350,000 for this cause over the past 10 years.
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Tuesday, June 9
BARRE TOWN Ñ The Knights of

Columbus is sponsoring a spaghetti
supper from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall on Pine Hill
Road. The cost is adults $6; children
under four are free. Children ages 4-12
and adults over 65 are $5. The all-you-
can-eat price is $8.
Friday, June 12

STOWE Ñ The 14th annual New
England Ham and Bean Dinner Friday
will take place at Town and Country
Resort on Mountain Road. There will
be continuous seating from 6-8 p.m.
The cost is adults, $12; children under
12, $6. Tickets are available at the door;
reservations are not needed. Proceeds
from this yearÕs event will go to the
Lamoille Community Food Share. For
more information, call Millie Marron at
253-9011.
Tuesday, June 16

UNDERHILL CENTER Ñ The
Burlington Diocesan Division of the
World Apostolate of Fatima (formerly
ÒOur LadyÕs Blue Army in VermontÓ)
will gather at St. Thomas Church. There
will be a meeting and light refreshments
at 5 p.m. and the rosary at 6 followed by
Mass at 6:30 with the St. Thomas con-
gregation, and eucharistic adoration

until 8. Confessions will be heard from
5-6 p.m. All are welcome. Call Clairette
at 878-3214 for details and carpool
information.
Thursday, June 18

ESSEX JUNCTION Ñ There will
be a prayer meeting at St. Lawrence
rectory on West Street
at 7 p.m. Meetings are
generally each first and
third Thursday of the
month and include
praise and worship,
spiritual teachings and
petitions. Healing
prayer is offered. For
more information, call
Jeannine Dattilio at
862-1390 or Janet
Hatin at 864-5057.
Friday, June 19

RUTLAND Ñ The
College of St. Joseph
will host its 15th annu-
al Night of Italian
Opera in Tuttle Hall on
the CSJ campus, fea-
turing four professional opera singers.
This yearÕs performers include soprano
Amanda Boyd, mezzo-soprano Francis
Pallozzi Whittman, tenor Michael
Lotano, baritone Steven Marking, and

Dan Foster on piano. This year, the
opera will include familiar Neapolitan
songs along with arias from well-
known operas. The evening will begin
with a silent auction at 7 p.m. The opera
concert starts at 8 p.m. The winning
ticket for the ÒPot of GoldÓ raffleÕs
$1,000 cash prize will be drawn at inter-
mission. Tickets for the opera are $25
per person; all seats are reserved. All of
the proceeds from the auction, raffle
and musical performance will go to the
CSJ Annual Fund for student scholar-

ships. Call 773-5900 ext.
3264 for reservations and
more information.
Saturday, June 20

BARTON Ñ St. PaulÕs
School annual $100 Dinner
and Raffle will take place at
6 p.m. at the Barton
Memorial Building. The
$100 ticket price includes
entry into the raffle and din-
ner for two catered by the
Eastside restaurant.  The
grand prize is $1,000 (win-
ner need not be present to
win). Special guest Father
Dan Rupp, pastor of Christ
the King/St. Anthony parish
in Burlington and former
pastor of Trinity Parish,

will be returning to lead the raffle.
Tickets are on sale at Barton Village
Corner Store, E.M. Brown, or by call-
ing the school at 525-6578.  Tickets are
limited.

ST. ALBANS Ñ The Knights of
Columbus will sponsor a Franco-
American Festival dinner and show
featuring French vocalist Josee
Vachon beginning with cocktails at 6
p.m. The buffet dinner by Claire
Menard begins at 7 offering tourtiere,
ragout de porc, chicken, mashed pota-
to, pasta, salad, vegetable and assorted
French desserts. VachonÕs concert
begins at 8:30. Tickets are $25 per per-
son. For reservations, call Maurice
Bonnette days at 524-3806 and
evenings at 527-2469.
Tuesday, July 28

RUTLAND Ñ The Rutland
Catholic Schools will honor Msgr.
Wendell Searles, a Mount St. Joseph
Academy, Rutland, principal during
the 1960s; Sister of St. Joseph Rita
Marie Emerson, MSJ Õ43 and a princi-
pal at both St. Peter and Christ the
King schools in Rutland; Dr. Bob
Rotella, MSJ Class of 1967, a noted
sports psychologist; and Margie
Canary MSJ Õ52, a longtime business
manager at MSJ, for their dedication
to the schools. The purpose of this
event is to raise money for scholar-
ships to enable students to receive the
benefits of a Catholic education at
Christ the King School and Mount St.
Joseph Academy.  This recognition
will occur at a reception and dinner at
the Rutland Holiday Inn beginning at
6 p.m.  For information, contact the
Rutland Catholic Schools Office of
Development at 775-0151.

June/July
Happenings

 %$#$������D#$%���$
ED �1.5<.*D$;>,8==� *D /2/=1�
0;*-.D<=>-.7=D*=D#=� !*>5
#,1885D27D�*;=87� 1*<D+..7
*@*;-.-D1201D1878;<D+BD=1.
�817<D �89427<D%72?.;<2=B
�.7=.;D /8;D$*5.7=.-D)8>=1�
�1.5<.*D @*<D *6870D =1.
1201.<=�<,8;270D9*;=2,29*7=<
27D&.;687=�

� /484?*4968,7=
4-?"8�  (91?"*/441�

���D���$���DED 7D�*BD�
� ��D�*=1852,D�*>01=.;<D6.=D*=
#=� �*;BD�1>;,1D27D#9;270/2.5-D/8;D�*<<D=8D;.,.2?.D�866>7287
27D*D+8-B� �/=.;D�*<<� =1.BD@.7=D=8D=1.D�*;=7.<<D�8><.D/8;
+;.*4/*<=D*7-D;.,8072=287D8/D=1;..D6.6+.;<� �>7.D�>6>7-� ���
B.*;D 6.6+.;� �*;0*;.=D �2,4.;<87� ���B.*;D 6.6+.;� *7-
�*;8527.D�24.7� ���B.*;D 6.6+.;� $1.D <=*=.D ;.0.7=� �8;.==*
#,17.2-.;� <984.D*+8>=D=1.D<.?.7D<8;;8@<D8/D=1.D�5.<<.-D&2;027
�*;B� !2,=>;.-D*;.D�+*,4D;8@�D".0.7=D8/D=1.D#9;270/2.5-D���
�82;*D �;*=272� �*;0*;.=D �2,4.;<87� �8;.==*D #,17.2-.;�*7-
�<.*=.-�D�*;8527.D�24.7D*7-D�>7.D�>6>7-�

Vermont Catholicis preparing e-news
reports according to geographical loca-
tions. If you wish to receive news from
your area register your e-mail address at
www.vermontcatholic.org.
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around the diocese

WINOOSKI Ñ Young writers at St.
Francis Xavier School here got to spend
the day with childrenÕs poet Ted Scheu
May 21.

Scheu presented some of his own
poems in a dynamic and fun opening
assembly for students and teachers. He
then conducted three imaginative, funny
and lively poetry writing workshops with
grades 1-7, inspiring students and teachers
alike.

Scheu lives in Middlebury and travels
throughout the country as a visiting
author; he visited St. Francis Xavier
thanks to a grant from the Amy E. Tarrant
Foundation.

ScheuÕs own poems, published in more
than a dozen anthologies, spring from his
childhood memories as well as from his
experience as an elementary teacher and
parent. ÒI try to capture in my poems the
silliness and sadness, the worries and the
wonders of being a kid Ñ whether itÕs
school life or the surprising things that
happen at home and with friends,Ó said
Scheu. ÒMy goal, in my own writing and
especially in my teaching, is to help kids
find their own voices. Poetry is the best
way IÕve found to get kids revved up
about their writing. Its simple format and
easy emotional connections seem to open
hearts and get pencils dancing.Ó

PUTNAM, Conn. Ñ Sister Beatrice
Rompre, 94, a member of the Daughters
of the Holy Spirit, died May 13 here at
the Holy Spirit Health Care Center
where she has been in residence since
1997.

She was born in Waterbury, Conn.,
on June 21, 1914, the daughter of
Joseph and Rena (Benoit) Rompre.

In 1932 she entered religious life and
made her religious profession on Aug. 8,
1935, at the motherhouse in St. Brieuc,
France. She was then known as Sister
Claire Genevieve.

She earned her bachelorÕs degree
from Annhurst College in Woodstock,
Conn., and a masterÕs from Boston
College.

Sister Rompre was a teacher for most
of her religious life. She taught in
France, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut, as well as in Graniteville
and Swanton.

Survivors include two brothers,

Raymond and Earl Rompre, both of
Waterbury; two sisters, Claire Donnelly
of Wolcott and Sister Rita Rompre,
CND, of West Haven, Conn.; and sever-
al nieces, nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele-
brated May 16 at the Holy Spirit
Provincial House chapel in Putnam.

Obituaries
Father Michael A. DeMasi

NORTH BENNINGTON Ñ Father
Michael A. DeMasi, 91, former pastor
of St. John the Baptist Church here,
died May 19 at Southwestern Vermont
Medical Center in Bennington after
being stricken at his home in Autumn
Acres hours earlier.

Born in Northfield on
Sept. 20, 1917, the son of
Joseph and Mary Grace
DeMasi, he was a gradu-
ate of St. MichaelÕs
College in Colchester
and studied for the priest-
hood at the Grand
Seminary in Montreal.

Father DeMasi was
ordained on June 5, 1943.
His first assignment was
at St. Peter Church in
Rutland. His first pastoral assignment
was in the Northeast Kingdom, where
he served at St. Theresa in Gilman with
a mission in Lunenburg. From there he
was assigned to St. James Parish in
Island Pond.

In June 1965, Father DeMasi left
Island Pond to become the pastor of St.
John the Baptist Church, a post he held
until his mandatory retirement became
effective in 1993.  However, a short
time later, Father DeMasi was called
back to parish ministry when he was
named administrator of St. Jerome
Church in East Dorset and Holy Trinity
Church in Danby.

Father DeMasi served for many
years as the chaplain of the Knights of
Columbus Council #307 in
Bennington. For the past 16 years he

had been a tireless visitor to the sick
and the poor of the community as he
made his daily visits to the hospital,
nursing homes and community care
homes in the area, collecting and dis-
tributing food to the needy, picking

apples at local orchards to
give to the poor, saying
weekly Mass at the
Vermont Veterans Home,
distributing the Eucharist
to the homebound and
serving others in count-
less ways.

When Father DeMasi
was recognized as Citizen
of the Year by the
NorShaft Lions Club, the
citation stated: ÒFather
DeMasi has touched the

lives of thousands of people. He has
always been concerned not only for
their spiritual, but also for their eco-
nomic, social and medical well being.
His concern and dedication to his fel-
low man is and has been truly out-
standing.Ó

He leaves his sisters and brothers-in-
law Donetta and Vincent Saccone of
Roxbury, Mass.; Maria Henderson of
Texas; Catherine McKearney of
Lunenburg; and Barbara and John
Bresnahan of Virginia; a sister-in-law,
Theresa DeMasi of Bennington; and
several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Father DeMasi was predeceased by
a sister and three brothers.

The funeral took place May 25 at
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales
Church in Bennington.

Sister Beatrice Rompre, DHS
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Sincere condolences are extend-
ed to Mary McClintock, former
secretary to the bishop, and her
family upon the death of her moth-
er, Esther Gillin Kearney, of 3
Cathedral Square, Burlington, who
died May 20 at 102. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated
May 25 at Holy Cross Church in
Colchester with interment in Holy
Cross Cemetery, St. Albans. 
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