
 

Bulletin and Pulpit Announcements 

• Please copy-paste or type into your parish paper bulletins on designated dates.   

• Please print pulpit announcements each week to ensure they are read before Mass * Each pulpit and 

bulletin announcement coincide.  Please be sure they are used together. 

• Please note that updates in diocesan / parish progress will occur each Monday by noon to allow time for 

processing cards received over the weekend.   

1)  May 5-6, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement to Introduce the 2018 Appeal 

Please post as follows: 

To the faithful of the Diocese of Burlington, 

“Love is always a gift from God.”  — Pope Francis 

Thanks to all donors, the 2017 Bishop’s Annual Appeal was a great success.  We hope that you are able to 

continue your generous support during the 2018 appeal.  This year’s theme, Love is always a gift from God, 

helps us recognize the Vermont Catholic Church as one family made up of 118,000 members, 73 parishes and 

14 schools. Let our generosity and loving kindness to one another renew our Church in Vermont.  

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

On behalf of Bishop Christopher Coyne, thank you for helping us reach our overall appeal goal last year. We 

are blessed to have such a generous Catholic community and hope we can count on your support again this 

year as we kickoff the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, the theme of which is “Love is always a gift from God.” 

Each parish is part of our larger Catholic family, and throughout the appeal you will learn more about ways 

your donations have helped revitalize programs and ministries to engage families of all shapes and sizes in 

every region of the Diocese while maintaining vital ministries and programs such as vocations, emergency aid 

and religious education. “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever” (Ps 136). 

 

For more information, please visit bishopsappealvt.org. 

 

2)   May 12-13th, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement to remind of In-Pew Commitment Phase (Next Weekend): 

Please post as follows:  

 

Thanks to the generosity of many of our parishioners to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, we have been able to 

move from maintenance to mission and engage many more lay people in the work of the Church. We are 

spreading the Good News of our faith not by increasing program budgets but by moving resources to priority 

ministries. A few new initiatives include: 

• Revitalization of our Pre-Cana program better assists couples to put Christ at the center of their 

relationship as they prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage. 



• A new Lay Formation Program and a worship commission are now in place to offer greater engagement 

opportunities and diocesan services to families and parishes.   

• New Parish Staff and Volunteer Lenten Retreats were offered by the Diocese in both the northern and 

southern parts of the state. 

Please consider a gift during the In-Pew Phase which saves resources by reducing our mailings. Any gift, no 

matter the size, counts! 

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

To all parishioners and visitors to __ (our)___Parish: 

“To know deep, lasting joy, we have to truly know Christ” (1 Jn 1:1-4). 

The mission of the Catholic Church is to help families deepen their relationship with Christ. Next 

weekend is the In-Pew Commitment Phase of the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Commitments made 

next weekend lessen administrative costs such as mailings and significantly reduce the amount of 

paper resources used.  This ensures the resources of our Church in Vermont are focused on ministries 

that support our 96 parishes, 14 schools and 118,000 Catholics, especially struggling families in need 

of emergency aid and God’s love. You may also visit bishopsappealvt.org and select “Give Now” for 

secure online giving. 

 

3)   May 19-20th, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement to kick off In-Pew Commitment Weekend: 

Please post as follows:  

This weekend is the In-Pew Commitment Weekend phase of the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Love is 

always a gift from God and with these gifts we are able to help so many families – more than 2,000 people in 

financial crisis receive emergency aid and those that cannot afford tuition at our Catholic schools receive 

$340,000 in subsidizes.  We ask that you prayerfully consider donating to the appeal to support the Catholic 

Church in Vermont. Visit bishopsappealvt.org for more information about your gift at work. 

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

This weekend is the important In Pew Commitment Phase of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  The Catholic Church 

is one family made up of many domestic homes, our parishes. Each one of us is not only responsible for our 

parish but also for the wellbeing of the Church in our Diocese. The Bishop’s Annual Appeal supports 

ministries, programs and services that impact every parish and school and the larger Catholic community. 

Please take a moment to watch or read Bishop Christopher Coyne’s message, review the brochure with details 

about what the appeal supports and complete a pledge card. The future of our Church depends on the 

engagement and support of the larger community. Any gift, no matter the size, makes a difference. Thank you 

for your consideration, and may God bless our efforts to make this year’s appeal a success. 

 

4)  June 16-17th, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement with Progress Updates prior to (largest) General Mailing: 

Please post as follows:  

 

With God’s gift of love, and together as one family, we must commit to keeping our Diocese moving forward in 

discipleship.  The Diocese continues to identify and apply new strategies for engagement and formation, such as 

through our many new youth programs engaging more than 1,000 young people in rallies and retreats in every 

deanery, our first Men’s Retreat with 135 participants and a waiting list, growth of our annual Women’s 

Retreat and ongoing parish assistance for existing programs like vocations, Catholic formation and parish 

resources. Visit bishopsappealvt.org for more information about Your Gift at Work. 

 

(NO PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENT) 



 

5)  June 30th – July 1st, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement  

Please post as follows:  

“Every good and perfect gift is from above” (James, 1:17). You likely have received at least one request from 

Bishop Christopher Coyne requesting your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  We are getting closer to our 

goal and ask that you prayerfully consider the request and respond generously.  In addition to monies distributed 

for charitable works, such as Vermont Catholic Charites’ Emergency Aid, the Diocese is a valuable resource to 

all parishes, both large and small.  Our parish is now at _____percent of our pledge goal.  Thank you to all who 

have participated so far. 

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

Thank you for your generous contributions on behalf of our parish thus far to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  As 

of today, the Diocese has received pledge commitments totaling ____percent toward our yearly goal.  What a 

fantastic effort made by all during the In-Pew Commitment Phase!  Bishop Christopher Coyne may have or will 

be reaching out in the coming weeks to all who have yet to pledge to the 2018 Appeal.  Please join him and the 

rest of the Catholic Church in Vermont to keep Christ alive in our community. 

 

6)  July 7-8th, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement  

Please post as follows:  

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!”  (Ps 133:1).  

Funds from the Bishop’s Annual Appeal are used to directly support our parish family in a variety of ways. For 

this reason, each and every one of us should feel inspired to give.  To date, we are at _____percent of our 

annual pledge goal. Let us work together to honor our past, enliven our present and ensure the future of our 

Catholic community. Please help us sustain programs and ministries by contributing to the 2018 Annual 

Appeal.  If you have been unable to respond to the Appeal, Father (Monsignor) will reach out to you soon to ask 

you to consider a donation. 

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

Thanks to all those who have made a pledge to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  If you have not yet made a pledge, 

please prayerfully consider a donation of any size.  Gifts to the appeal this year are focused on faith formation 

of youth and adults, creating new opportunities for parishioners to share their vision for the future and 

improving liturgy in all our parishes. Our Diocese’s director of liturgy, whose position your financial help 

supports, has visited every parish and made 29 presentations to more than 300 people on various topics to 

improve liturgy.  Any gift you make is helpful and appreciated. 

 

 

7)  September 22-23rd, 2018:   

Bulletin Announcement 

Please Post as Follows: 

We are closely approaching the end of the largest phase of the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  You will be able 

to make a gift through Dec. 31.  If you have yet to participate, please use this time to prayerfully consider doing 

so to support your Church, community, friends and neighbors 

 

Pulpit Announcement (before Mass begins): 

Today we’d like to formally announce an end to the parish-level campaign of the 2018 Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal.  In this Year of the Family, Bishop Christopher Coyne is shepherding our Diocese and our families 

toward a deeper relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Thank you to all who have been generous, and 

may God bless us all. 


