
   
 

   
 

 
 

 

Thank you for your support of the Bishop’s Appeal. This year we have reduced all parish goals 

by 5 percent with a total goal of $2.5 Million.  The goals will be emailed to everyone.  Our 

parishioners were so very generous during the pandemic and I know they will be again with your 

help and promotion. Below you will find the 2021 Schedule as well as Pulpit and Bulletin 

announcements for June along with some instructions in blue.   

 

We ask each parish to assign a stewardship point person to attend a Zoom training to learn more 

about the appeal this year and how to access your parish dashboard to review your progress at 

any time. Trainings will be held on June 2 @ 2pm and June 9 @ 11am. Register at 

vermontcatholic.org/parishresources 

 

2021 Bishop’s Appeal Schedule 

 

May 24: Major Donor Mailing  

June 5-6 or 12-13: In-Pew (play video found here: bishopsappealvt.org) 

July 21: Gratitude Event Bishop Coyne’s residence limited capacity  

July 6: General Mailing   

July 29: Founder’s Day of Giving (matching grant)  

August 11: Gratitude Event St. Catherine of Sienna (open to larger group and invitation will be 

sent) 

August 16: Final Mailing   

 

Pulpit and Bulletin Announcements 

May 30   

Pulpit 

It is wonderful that Vermont is opening up even more and we are seeing more of you here at 

Mass. On behalf of Bishop Coyne, I thank you for your generosity to the parish and the Bishop’s 

Appeal during this difficult year.  When the churches shut down during the height of the 

pandemic, donations to the Bishop’s Appeal allowed more than 200 faith activities to continue 

online, including daily and Sunday Mass, daily Adoration and rosary, bible study, retreats and so 

much more.  On _______ we will be asking you to prayerfully consider making a gift or pledge 

to the appeal during Mass. Please come prepared to help us reach our goal of _____. This year, 

all parish goals have been reduced by 5 percent and we know, with your help, we can reach it.  

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Bulletin 

During the height of the pandemic, when our churches were closed, the Diocese was able to 

livestream more than 200 faith activities to keep us all connected, including daily and Sunday  

Mass, daily rosary and Adoration, bible study, book club, retreats and so much more.  This was 

possible because of your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. On ______ we will be asking you 

in Mass to make a gift or pledge this year to help us reach our reduced goal of ______.  Please 

help us reach our goal and strengthen our Catholic Church in Vermont. To learn more or make a 

gift online visit: bishopsappealvt.org 

 

 

June 6 – In-Pew (If your In-Pew is next weekend, please share a reminder similar to above) 

Please hand out the appeal materials to each household as they enter Mass (envelop and 

brochure). Also place them at the end of each pew and the back of the Church next to the 

donation basket. 

Pulpit 

In this Year of St. Joseph, we celebrate Joseph’s embrace of God’s most precious gift, Jesus. He 

nurtured and protected Jesus as his own son no matter the sacrifice. We too as members of the 

Catholic Church are also called to nurture and protect God’s most precious gift and share the 

Good News that we are all saved through his only son, Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to 

listen to Bishop Coyne explain why your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal matters. 

 

After you show the video or at the end of Mass before the closing prayer, ask parishioners to 

review the appeal materials and fill out a pledge card to deposit in the baskets at the door on their 

way out.  We ask the priest to fill one out one now as well allowing for some time for others to 

do so.  

 

Bulletin 

In this Year of St. Joseph, we celebrate Joseph’s embrace of God’s most precious gift, Jesus. He 

nurtured and protected Jesus as his own son no matter the sacrifice. We too as members of the 

Catholic Church are also called to nurture and protect God’s most precious gift and share the 

Good News that we are all saved through his only son, Jesus Christ. Through the faith formation 

ministries of the Diocese, we are spreading the Good News to the next generation. Please 

prayerfully consider making a gift or pledge to support faith formation programs, such as 

religious education and Catholic schools. To learn more visit: bishopsappealvt.org 

 

June 13 (see June 6 if you are doing in-pew this weekend) 

Pulpit 

Thank you to those of your who made a gift to the Bishop’s Appeal last weekend.  The Diocese 

was a tremendous support to our Catholic schools and parishes during this very challenging year. 

They provided advice and training on how to use social media and other platforms to connect 

with you when our doors were closed.  They helped our Catholic schools quickly transition to 

online learning and then safely open to full-time education in the fall. They provided resources 

for our religious education teachers and so much more. Please consider a gift or pledge by 

visiting bishopsappealvt.org. 

 

June 20 



   
 

   
 

Pulpit 

Happy Father’s Day! In this Year of St. Joseph, we celebrate the important role of all fathers to 

pass along the Catholic faith to their children.  We also celebrate our deacons and priests who 

spiritually nurture the Catholic community.  Your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal supports the 

permanent deaconate and vocations. Please consider a gift to the appeal by visiting: 

bishopsappealvt.org 

 

Bulletin – same as pulpit message 

 

 

June 26 

Pulpit  

We are ______ percent to our overall Bishop’s Appeal Goal! Thank you for all those who have 

made a gift or pledge.  The appeal not only supports faith formation and education programs but 

also emergency aid to the most vulnerable. During the pandemic, many working families who 

never needed emergency assistance found themselves in financial crisis because of reduced hours 

or layoffs. Your donation to the Bishop’s Appeal supports emergency aid for households on the 

brink of homelessness. Please consider a gift. You will find pledge cards and materials on the 

table by the exit for you to take. 

 

Bulletin 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…” Matthew 35:25 

 

Central to the mission of the Catholic Church is caring for the most vulnerable among us.  The 

Bishop’s Appeal supports emergency aid to members of our parish and the larger community 

who are in financial crisis. People like John and Maggie who have five children under the age of 

16. During Covid, Maggie had to quit her job to stay home with the children when the schools 

shut down and John’s hours were cut back. The emergency aid program was able to help pay 

back rent during this temporary crisis. Please consider a gift to the Bishop’s Appeal so we can 

continue to help families like John and Maggie: bishopsappealvt.org. 

 

Pulpit announcements in July should be a weekly update on parish progress and 

encouragement to make a gift by taking materials located somewhere by the exit or visit: 

bishopappealvt.org 

 

Bulletin announcements for July will be forthcoming. 

 

Bishop’s Appeal Gifts should be mailed or dropped off to the Diocese, 55 Joy Drive, South 

Burlington, VT 05403 weekly.   

 

Development Office Contacts 

Dawn Kellogg, Associate Director: dkellogg@vermontcatholic.org, 658-6110x1452 

Rachel Lavallee, Coordinator: rlavallee@vermontcatholic.org, 658-6110x1214 

Ellen Kane, Executive Director: ekane@vermontcatholic.org, 658-6110x1226 
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